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Just as Paul was ge�ng ready to  photograph this Mariposa lily a  Red Admiral landed giving him a 

pre�y spectacular photo. 

                                                                                        Photo by Paul Graham 
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Cover photo:  Sagebrush mariposa lilies (Calochortus macrocarpus) are widespread in the northwestern US but found in only a 

small area of BC.  The Red Admiral bu�erfly (Vanessa atalanta) is very widespread, being found all over North America as well as in 

temperate Europe and Asia. The larva feed on ne�les while adults prefer to feed on sap flows from trees, fermen-ng fruit and bird 

droppings. They visit flowers only when these other foods are not available.   The website Bu�erflies and Moths of North America 

says this species prefers moist woods, marshes and moist fields, none of which were present where Paul took this photo on the 

road above Vaseux Lake. 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 
PO Box 23050, Pen-cton BC V2A 8L7 

Website: h�p://southokanagannature.com 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo-ng its conserva-on. 

Membership:  Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen-cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Please contact any Execu-ve or director if you wish to add an item 
to the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy 
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info contact 

Charmaine Foster or Joyce Hoglund or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no-fy of the trip leader if you intend to par-cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi-ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou-ngs. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva-on Alliance. 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: vacant 

Vice-president: vacant 

Past president: Bob Handfield 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Treasurer: Paul Graham  250 492 3544; poppa08@telus.net 

Secretary: Marlene Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Doreen Olson  250 497 6889; threegates@shaw.ca 

Lisa Sco�  250 404 0115; ecoma�ers@shaw.ca 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

 

Newsle%er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica-on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva-on Commi�ee: 

 Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca 

 Merle Kindred  mekindred@gmail.com 

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Joyce Hoglund, 250 492 0512; joyceh21@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Mits Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@vip.net 

  

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu-ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee-ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca 

Membership Secretary: Anne Kiefer; 250 493 4096; makiefer@shaw.ca 

Publicity:  Mits Hikichi; mhikichi@shaw.ca 

Refreshments:  Jean Brosseok; 250  492 4588; jeanbrosseok@shaw.ca 
   Jim Shaver (see Directors for contacts) 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden: Joyce Hoglund (see above) 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 
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Conserva�on Commi%ee Report   
In our April Honker the results were reported on the latest 

opinion poll on the South Okanagan Similkameen Na-onal 

Park issue.  We sent a le�er to Premier Clark asking whether 

or not MLA Linda Larson spoke for her and her government 

when she dismissed the poll results as sufficient reason to 

reconsider this Park issue.  The Premier chose not to reply to 

our le�er herself and instead delegated Environment Minister 

Polak to reply. 

Minister Polak asserted that the government would not re-

consider, but did not give an explana-on about why not.  The 

explana-on given by her predecessor, Environment Minister 

Terry Lake, was that the government considered that there 

was too li�le support and too much opposi-on to a Na-onal 

Park at that -me (December 2011) when the provincial gov-

ernment withdrew from the Na-onal Park study process.  

Since support for the Park has increased while objec-on has 

decreased, this raises the ques-on of whether the real reason 

had been given by Minister Lake in the first place.  Moreover, 

businesses, first na-ons, and municipali-es have voiced sup-

port since then.  Minister Polak says she plans to meet with 

groups interested in the Na-onal Park about other alterna-

-ves in hopes that the Na-onal Park issue will go away.  We 

will send her another le�er responding to her reply and will 

copy the correspondence to the recipients of our original 

le�er as well as other relevant cabinet ministers.   

Wind Turbines 

The government recently approved applica-ons for wind tur-

bines which had been filed several years ago and which we 

thought had been shelved.  On very short no-ce Jim Turnbull 

made media presenta-ons about some of their environmental 

effects.   

The BC government has recently released the execu-ve sum-

maries of the official development plans draQed in July 2013 

by ZED (the proponent) for the Pennask and Shinish Creek 

Wind Projects.  In these documents, bats and avian Species at 

Risk including Olive–sided Flycatcher and Sandhill Crane are 

iden-fied as being at risk as a result of the opera-on of wind 

turbines.  The documents go on to say that the effect of tur-

bine blade opera-on “on local bird, bat and avian Species at 

Risk (i.e. mortality and habitat avoidance) is uncertain, and 

therefore, will be subject to an Opera-onal Environmental 

Management Plan”. 

In other words, the BC government has approved these pro-

jects without knowing what the effects on bats, the Olive-

sided Flycatcher, and Sandhill Cranes will be.  We merely have 

the proponent’s word for it that if bad things happen, they 

will try and do something about it by changing wind turbine 

opera-ons.  This is scarcely a sa-sfactory situa-on, par-cular-

ly since the Opera-onal Environmental Management Plan is 

not a public document.  

Max Lake Enhancement Day a Success 

Over the years, SONC and community members have been 

involved in the enhancement and protec-on of the Max Lake 

wetlands above the West Bench of Pen-cton.  Max Lake is  

one of the last remaining wetlands found within the Pen-c-

ton area.  The presence of the lake and springs in our semi-

arid environment, and a mosaic of plant communi-es, con-

tribute to the very high diversity of the area.  These habitats 

support a variety of wildlife species, including a number of 

species considered to be at risk.  Since 2001, the lake and 

associated wetlands have been protected under a conserva-

-on covenant held and monitored by TLC The Land Conserv-

ancy of Bri-sh Columbia and the Regional District of Okana-

gan-Similkameen.   

A recent report about garbage dumping and downed fencing 

led the Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship Society (OSSS) to 

organize a community enhancement day on June 6 to clean 

up garbage, repair fencing and remove invasive plants, mainly 

common burdock and Canada thistle.  Sara Ashpole (OSSS 

president) with husband Steve and students from St. Law-

rence University undertook the fence repair.  Lisa Sco�, Coor-

dinator of the Okanagan and Similkameen Invasive Species 

Society, provided exper-se and equipment for weed removal.  

Zoe Kirk and the mosquito control crew from the RDOS in-

stalled swallow nest boxes to help reduce the mosquito pop-

ula-on that is plaguing nearby areas.   

Despite the heat, the day was very successful and all tasks 

were accomplished through this collabora-ve effort.  Thanks 

are due to Lia McKinnon who organized the event, ably assist-

ed by Sterling King, summer student with OSSS; to SONC 

members Margaret Holm, who handled the publicity and ar-

ranged for the swallow boxes, and Alyson Skinner (OSSS Exec-

u-ve Director), who ini-ated this enhancement day.  Many 

thanks to the SONC members who volunteered their -me and 

energy: John Lewall, Margot Henny, Allan Garland, and 

Anthea Bryan, and to the community volunteers, whose assis-

tance was much appreciated.    

If you have a conserva-on issue in need of inves-ga-on or 

ac-on, please join us or tell one of us (Merle Kindred, Jim 

Turnbull, or Jim Bryan) about the issue.  We wish you all 

many pleasant hours enjoying all thing natural in our wonder-

ful province or wherever you happen to be. 

Jim Turnbull & Jim Bryan 

The answer to the last issue’s bird quiz re the bird on the 

right is  Western  Sandpiper. 
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Coming Events 

Monday, August 31. Eastside Road Clean-up a4er the Race 

We don’t have all the details yet but are hopeful this  perennial 

fund-raiser for the Club will be taking place this year.  We do 

know the race course has been changed somewhat so watch 

our website and your email for further news. 

Thursday Sept. 24. Travels through Galapagos and Mainland 

Ecuador 

Lisa Sco� will provide a glimpse into the incredible wildlife and 

scenery of the Galapagos Islands and the Cloud Forest of main-

land Ecuador following her recent excursion to this amazing 

region of South America. 

Thursday Oct. 22.  SONC AGM and members’ photo night 

 As customary, the mee-ng this night will be a pot-luck dinner, 

beginning about 5pm (members should consult the  website for   

confirma-on of the -me and details of the mee-ng). Members 

are invited to show some of their favorite slides/photos but 

should plan  not to exceed 15 minutes.  

Thursday Nov. 26  Report from NCC on the recently acquired 

Kit Carr Conserva�on area. 

Barb Pryce and Michelle Dano of the Nature Conservancy of 

Canada will present on NCC’s newest addi-on to the Sage and 

Sparrow Conserva-on Area: Kit Carr. Kit Carr was secured in 

March 2015 with financial support from SONC and its mem-

bers. Barb and Michelle will talk about this new property, what 

NCC has found there and updates about the whole conserva-

-on area. 

December—dates to be announced.  Get ready for the annual 

Christmas Bird Counts. 

Jordyn signing books at  the launch of her new book. 

Bob Handfield presented Jordyn with a rose plant  on behalf 

of SONC to congratulate her on the publica-on of her first 

book. 

Youngest SONC member  makes the news. 

Jordyn Emshay recently became SONC’s newest and youngest 

author  with the publica-on of her book  “Can you name that 

Bird”, a book aimed at young birdwatchers in the Okanagan 

Valley.  Jordyn’s mom says the book came about because Raise

-a-Reader asked for a book  about birds for young readers.  

Jordyn wrote it all out as she doesn’t type and apparently 

there are a lot of stories  (and a few tears) behind those pages. 

Another interest of Jordyn's is gardening so the rose plant 

SONC gave her was a perfect giQ.  Jordyn is dona-ng all the 

proceeds from her book sales to SORCO. 

South Okanagan Habitat Garden 

There are only a few opportuni-es remaining this year to 

join in the weeding-maintenance par-es at the garden.  

Come out Saturday mornings at 9AM on July 11,  August 8 

and September  12 and 26.  SONC has been looking aQer 

this li�le habitat garden for well over 25 years . If you 

haven’t come out before, now is the second best -me to 

start.   

This year the Habitat garden will be included in the 2nd 

annual Friends of Summerland  Ornamental Gardens  au-

tumn  garden tour of nine Pen-cton area gardens.  The 

tour will be on September 19 and is a fund raiser for the 

Friends. 
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Doreen Olson  Receives  BC Nature Club Service 

Award. 

SONC nominated Doreen for a BC Nature  Club Service 

Award this spring and below is the  nomina-on write-up 

submi�ed to BC Nature. 

The South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club is proud to nomi-

nate Doreen Olson for the BC Nature Club Service Award. 

Doreen re-red to the Okanagan aQer a 30 year career 

with Air Canada. Her leadership and entrepreneurial skills 

along with her passion for the natural world have shaped 

her “re-rement”. For 8 years Doreen operated a Bed and 

Breakfast for bird watchers gaining accolades from clients 

and also being wri�en up in several unsolicited magazine 

ar-cles including the pres-gious Small Planet Guide.  She 

is a 21 year member of the South Okanagan Naturalist 

Club, assis-ng with many club ac-vi-es and fund raising 

events. She is currently a director and previously was the 

vice-president.  Along with Lisa Sco� and Dick Cannings, 

Doreen was a founding member of the Meadowlark Na-

ture Fes-val (1997) and volunteered as a coordinator of 

the fes-val for the first five years.  She was a founding 

member and first  Chairperson  of the Okanagan 

Similkameen Conserva-on  Alliance (OSCA). In 1996, realizing a 

dream and opportunity, she partnered in opening and oper-

a-ng the successful Tumbleweed Nature Store in Pen-cton 

which featured specialized products for the naturalist commu-

nity and hosted free evening lectures on related topics for the 

general public.  In 2000 , the Pen-cton Wine Country and 

Chamber of Commerce invited Doreen to the Board of Tourism 

Development  Services where she was appointed the Chair of 

the  Eco-Agri Tourism Commi�ee for two years.  In 2002 

Doreen was honored  with the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal 

for her significant contribu-on to Canada, her community and 

fellow Canadians through volunteer work involving the natural 

environment including establishing the Meadowlark Fes-val 

and stewardship of her land.  In 2010 Doreen was one of six 

land owners recognized by South Okanagan Similkameen Con-

serva-on Program for conserva-on work in the Okanagan and 

on her own property a leader in stewardship of water, land and 

wildlife. She regularly hosts individuals and groups of people at 

her private property, par-cularly during events such as Christ-

mas bird count, Meadowlark Fes-val and Community Steward-

ship mee-ngs. She is passionate about sharing informa-on and 

insight on the huge variety of birds and other wildlife on her 

property. She strives to learn more about the natural world 

around her. To this end, she par-cipated as a volunteer moni-

tor in the Wildlife Tree Stewardship Program in 2009 and did 

voluntary nocturnal surveys for rare amphibians in 2013. 

Doreen maintains owl boxes which have supported breeding 

Western Screech-owl. She is truly nature’s best friend.    

When the Burrowing  Owl Society program expanded to the 

South Okanagan from the Thompson –Nicola area in 2010 and 

the volunteer program began in October 2011 Doreen was on 

board as a volunteer at the cap-ve breeding facility once a 

week feeding the owls, cleaning and maintaining the facility, 

which she con-nues to do on a weekly basis.  

Doreen is also a caretaker at the  White Lake IBA. 

 

Nobody has been more passionate about the need for a 

South Okanagan Na-onal Park or devoted more -me to cam-

paigning for it than Doreen Olson. From the very outset she 

has been one of the main spokespersons for the campaign to 

establish such a park. Doreen has devoted countless hours to 

this campaign, mee-ng with city and town councils, Cham-

bers of Commerce, Provincial and federal poli-cians, regional 

districts and every other organiza-on and group imaginable.  

She has organized le�er wri-ng campaigns and was the driv-

ing force behind the collec-on of over 6,000 signatures on a 

pe--on in support of the park. Without Doreen’s unflagging 

enthusiasm the Park campaign would have fallen by the way-

side long ago.  

Environmental issues aside, Doreen is a keen Dragon boater, 

joining the Golden Dragon’s senior team about 10 years ago 

and you guessed it – she is the president. 

For all of the above reasons the South Okanagan Naturalists’ 

Club believe Doreen is worthy of this award. 

Thank you for your considera-on. 

Marlene Hikichi, secretary SONC 

Mt Robson, the highest peak in the Canadian Rockies, locat-

ed in Mt Robson Provincial Park.  Photo: B. Handfield 
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Young Naturalists' Club Going Strong 

 Editor’s comment: SONC members should be very proud of 

how our funds are being put to such good use with  co-

founders Alyson Skinner and  Paula  Rodriguez de la Vega run-

ning  what appears to be a very successful program so far.  This 

report is from them. 

The Young Naturalists’ Club OF B.C., South Okanagan Chapter 

(YNC) would like to thank the SONC for their funding to buy 

pond study supplies like dip nets and magnifying view cubes 

last year, which we con-nue to use and enjoy.   Our club re-

cently visited a beau-ful wetland where children sloshed 

around in their gumboots, dip ne�ed for tadpoles and aqua-c 

invertebrates, spo�ed Western Painted Turtles, studied frogs, 

and much more.  This Explorer Day was on private land, so 

we’d like to thank, Pat and Jim Linton, for being so welcoming 

and sharing their special oxbow ponds.  Also, thank you to biol-

ogist Sara Ashpole for joining us with her live tadpoles and 

adult amphibians.   We could not have done it without all of 

your help. 

The YNC is an exci-ng nature discovery and environmental ac-

-on program that invites young people ages 4-9 years to dis-

cover South Okanagan nature on Explorer Day Adventures with 

local experts, learn about na-ve wildlife and plants in Nature-

WILD Magazine and take part in environmental ac-ons to pro-

tect na-ve habitat.  www.ync.ca 

YNC wetland ou-ng—photo by Alyson Skinner 

Nothing like a li�le frog climbing your arm.  Photo by A. Skin-

ner 

Kudos to Allan Garland 

Allan was recently recognized by TD-Canada Trust Friends 

of the Environment for his exemplary devo-on to ensuring 

that the na-ve vegeta-on restora-on at the mouth of Ellis 

Creek was successful.  Allan has devoted countless hours 

weeding and watering.  No ma�er whether sunny and hot 

or cool and cloudy, you can find Allan working away pre�y 

well every day of the week.  Congratula-ons Allan and 

thank you very much for your devo-on to this project. 
Lewis’s Woodpecker.   Photo by Paul Graham 
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    The  Heavens 

The main feature is s-ll Venus and Jupiter in the western sky 

aQer sunset.  During the first two weeks in July, Venus will be 

over there, dazzlingly bright, with Jupiter a short distance to 

her right.  Condi-ons are prime, with Venus at her absolute 

brightest on July 9.  With a spo�ng ‘scope, you can see that 

Venus has phases, like the Moon.  In early July she appears as 

a fat crescent, thinning out a bit as the days go by. And the 

same ‘scope can show you the moons of Jupiter — you hardly 

have to move it at all.  Couldn’t be more convenient. 

The constella-on Leo comes into this as well, with Venus ap-

pearing quite close to Regulus, the brightest star of Leo, in mid

-July.  The most recognisable part of Leo, a shape like a back-

wards ques-on mark, will stretch out to the right from there, 

face down to the horizon.  

But don’t delay.  Both Jupiter and Venus are sinking in the 

west and will be lost to us later in July, ending one of the best 

shows the planets have to offer.  During August both planets 

will be lined up with the Sun and completely out of 

sight.  Lined up, but on opposite sides of the Sun.  Venus, mov-

ing more quickly than the Earth, is coming around to pass be-

tween us and the Sun in the middle of August.  Jupiter moves 

more slowly than the Earth and it’s our mo-on that’s going to 

place that planet on the far side of the Sun in late August. 

The planet that will be with us all summer is Saturn, already 

visible low in the south as darkness falls.  As the summer pro-

gresses it will shiQ over to the south-west, and should be good 

well into September.  To the leQ of Saturn is the constella-on 

Scorpius, shown in the picture.  The bright red star is Antares, 

the `rival of Mars’ and heart of the scorpion, flanked by two 

stars, one close by on the right, the other below-leQ.  Farther 

to the right of Antares are three stars in a curved sort-of-

ver-cal line which mark the scorpion’s claws.  (To set the sce-

ne for this summer, you have  to imagine bright yellow Saturn 

si�ng to the right of those stars.)  The most picturesque part 

of Scorpius is the tail, extending down and to the leQ of Antar-

es and curving back up to end in a drama-c double star that 

marks the s-nger.  At our la-tude, Scorpius always sits low in 

the southern sky and the bo�om part of the tail is most oQen 

lost in murky skies near the horizon. This is the scorpion that 

stung and killed Orion, who was immortalised in the sky aQer 

that incident, as was the scorpion, but the two of them placed 

so they are never both visible at the same -me. 

The Perseid meteor shower is on August 12, with the usual 

event at DRAO — some talks, plus a chance to see the mete-

ors from a good loca-on.  The Moon won’t be around this 

year to spoil the show, so if the weather cooperates and you 

can find a good dark loca-on from which to view the sky, you 

should be in for a real treat. 

The following month, on September 27, there will be a total 

eclipse of the Moon.  Condi-ons are good for us, with the 

eclipse occurring during the early evening, so mark your calen-

dar. And hope for good weather. 

Chris Purton 

 
The constella-on Scorpius, as seen from New Zealand where 

it shows itself to  advantage, high in the sky.  Credit: Elf El-

dridge of “Just So Science”. 

Sage Thrasher photographed last month at White Lake IBA. 

This is one of the species for which White Lake was desig-

nated an IBA.  This is the extreme northern edge of its 

range.  It is also known from a few loca-ons in southern AB 

and SK—otherwise it is restricted to the western USA.  As 

the name implies, it frequents sage brush habitat. 

                                                                  Photo by Paul Graham 
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Southwest US Scenery  

Many SONC members travel to the 

southwest  US every fall and winter, in 

part for the warmer weather.  But an 

equally compelling  reason is the fantas-

-c scenery to be found in Utah, Arizona, 

New Mexico and southern California.  

From snow capped mountains to deep 

canyons to cactus filled desserts, there 

is truly something for everyone.  Of 

course, much of the scenery is a result 

of the underlying geology of the area 

with the Colorado Plateau being the 

dominate feature  in a large part of this 

region.  I always find it interes-ng that 

over much of this area the basic eleva-

-on of the land is much higher than 

many of the mountains in BC.  A moun-

tain pass  such as on the Hwy 97C Con-

nector between Peachland and Merri�  

at just over 5000 Q. is very high by our 

standards.  Almost all of the Colorado 

Plateau is  over 5000 Q. in eleva-on 

with many parts being well over 7000 

Q. and the rim of the Grand Canyon is 

over 8000 Q. 

The accompanying photos, all courtesy 

of SONC member Lawrie Belliveau, 

nicely illustrate some of the wonderful 

scenery of this area.  The top photo, 

taken in Arches Na-onal Park ,eastern 

Utah, shows Balancing Rock (hey, no-

body said the names were original).   

The other two photos were taken at 

Canyon de Chelly Na-onal Monument 

in northeastern Arizona.    The middle 

photo illustrates two points: first how 

the US Na-onal Park system tends to 

handle dangerous situa-ons—no big 

ugly fences, just some signs warning 

you to be careful. Secondly, how big 

changes in topography can appear so 

suddenly. In the middle photo (except 

for the sign)  there is no indica-on that 

a spectacular canyon is only steps away.  

This flat topography cut by drama-c 

canyons is typical of the Colorado Plat-

eau area.  In the bo�om photo Monica 

Belliveau admires the actual canyon 

and 700 Q. cliffs.  An astute observer 

will note that where Monica is standing 

there is indeed a fence; in this case at a 

heavily used viewpoint. 

Canyon de Chelly is somewhat off the 

usual tourist routes but well worth vis-

i-ng. 
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BC Nature 2015 AGM Report 

The 2015 BC Nature Conference and AGM was 

held at the ArtSpring Centre on Salt Spring Island 

from May 7 – 10.  A wide variety of field trips and 

speakers referenced the conference -tle of 

“Living by the Salish Sea – Protec$ng Our Ecore-

gion”.   

On Thursday, trips to Pender, Mayne and Galiano 

Islands were offered, as well as, whale watching 

and photography and geology workshops.   

Friday morning saw the early morning birders out 

at 6:00 am.  There was a choice of six presenta-

-ons offered in the morning with the subjects 

including Salish Sea Organisms, Amazing Insects of 

Salt Spring Island, Diversity of Birds, Coastal 

Plants, Impact of Deer on Plant and Songbirds and 

Bald Eagle, the Urban Invader.  During the aQer-

noon par-cipants were escorted to various re-

serves, restora-on projects and wetlands.  A 

salmon BBQ was enjoyed by most of the 180 par-

-cipants at the conference.  In the evening speak-

ers were Elizabeth May, MP for Saanich and the 

Southern Gulf Islands, and Ian McAllister a co-

founder of the wildlife conserva-on organiza-on 

Pacific Wild.  He lives and does research in the 

Great Bear Rainforest and shared some of his 

amazing photographs. 

Saturday morning was the BC Nature Annual Gen-

eral Mee-ng.  

 Kees Visser, President, chaired the mee-ng and 

spoke on the BC Nature Strategic Plan for 2015-

2020.  Key strategies include: 

a 20% growth in club membership 

be recognized as the “go to” organiza-on 

that provides informa-on on nature 

inspire people to acquire nature knowledge 

and par-cipate in ac-vi-es as volunteers 

encourage and assist in the increase of clubs 

and members’ enthusiasm 

strengthen the connec-on of par-cipa-on of 

Directors and Clubs in BC Nature 

increase the number of naturalists mentoring 

children, teenagers and young adults 

maintain our role as a “Voice for Nature” in 

BC by carrying out focused conserva-on 

work 

monitor and improve management prac-ces 

Anne Murray gave a presenta-on on the BC 

Breeding Bird Atlas which is now online.  Check 

out the website at birdatlas.bc.ca. 

Saturday aQernoon there was another  assortment of field 

trips around Salt Spring Island. 

The Evening Banquet at the Harbour House Hotel was sold 

out and everyone enjoyed a meal prepared from local 

products.  The awards presenta-ons followed and our 

Doreen Olson was the recipient of a Club Service Award.  

Ramona De Graaf, Execu-ve Director of the Sea Watch So-

ciety and coordinator for the BC Shore Spawners Alliance 

spoke on the natural history of forage fish and local ini-a-

-ves to help determine the health of forage fish popula-

-ons. 

For anyone that had enough energy leQ further trips were 

offered on Sunday morning.   

As no club came forward there will not be a Fall General 

Mee-ng this year.  The 2016 Annual General Mee-ng will 

be held in Comox at the beginning of May and the Fall Gen-

eral Mee-ng in Prince George in September. 

The General Mee-ngs are four full days of guided tours, 

excellent presenta-ons by local experts and the opportuni-

ty to meet fellow naturalists from all over the province.  

Take advantage of the wonderful opportunity and plan to 

a�end next year.   

I have copies of the 2014 Annual Report which includes 

reports from all the regions and the various commi�ees, 

and also the complete BC Nature Strategic Plan for 2015-

2020. 

Submi�ed by – Joyce Hoglund 

Bird Quiz 

Another bird ID quiz for  the Club birders to iden-fy.  

Although the photo was not taken locally this bird does 

occur in BC and the Okanagan.  A hint for you:  this photo 

shows an immature bird. 

Editor’s note: For those of you who aren’t birders, please 

send me flower or bu�erfly photos and we can have 

quizzes about those as well. 

                                                    Photo: B. Handfield 



 

 

www.southokanagan nature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.  Glenda and Bob work hard to try and 

keep it up to date (we do fall behind some -mes) and keep you informed as to what is going on.  This is the spot to 

go for the latest informa-on on monthly mee-ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, 

both on the home page and in the photography sec-on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her 

a few of your Okanagan Valley nature  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica-on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC, PO Box 23050, Pen-cton BC V2A 8L7 

Individual………………$30 per year                       Family …………………$40 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is September to August; if joining aQer April please contact the membership secretary first. 
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A small group of SONC members recently helped to present our big cheque to Nick Burdock of the 

Nature Trust of BC.  These funds from the Club and individual members were to assist with the pur-

chase of addi-onal Antelope Brush habitat .                                                        Photo: Michel Castro 


