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Cover photo:  The American pika (Ochotona princeps) is a small rela�ve of rabbits and hares. They are usually about 170 gm (6 oz.) 

in weight and no more than  160-200 mm in length (6-8 in).  They live in the mountains of western North America at or above tree 

line where they prefer  rocky fields and talus slopes.  They range from central BC to as far south as New Mexico but the further 

south the higher they occur in the mountains.  Pikas are herbivores and because they don’t hibernate they o9en store plant mate-

rial for a winter food source. 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 
PO Box 23050, Pen�cton BC V2A 8L7 

Website: h�p://southokanagannature.com 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo�ng its conserva�on. 

Membership:  Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen�cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Please contact any Execu�ve or director if you wish to add an item to 
the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy 
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info contact 

Charmaine Foster or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no�fy of the trip leader if you intend to par�cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi�ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou�ngs. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva�on Alliance. 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Bob Handfield, 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Lisa Sco�, 250 404 0115; ecoma�ers@shaw.ca 

Past president:  

Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250  490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com 

Secretary:  Margot Henny 250 487  2148; mhenny@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Chris�ne Andersen (ex officio)  chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Myrna Bosomworth; myrnabosomworth@yahoo.ca 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Pam Krannitz  778 476 0222; pamgkrannitz@gmail.com 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

Newsle(er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica�on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva�on Commi�ee: 

 Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca 

 Brian Horejsi  b2horejsi@shaw.ca   

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Mits Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@shaw.ca  

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu�ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee�ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca 

Membership Secretary:  Chris�ne Andersen, chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Publicity:  Mits Hikichi; mhikichi@shaw.ca 

Refreshments:  Jean Brosseok; 250  492 4588; jeanbrosseok@shaw.ca 
   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi temporarily 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 
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Coming Events 

November 28—RDOS presents Robert Sandford, a 

world-renowned speaker and author on water issues. Don 

Gayton will set the stage for his colleague and friend, by 

providing the audience with a brief presenta�on on the Oka-

nagan's water and wetland history. He will bring us to pre-

sent day through photographic examples and lively narra-

�ve. Anna Warwick-Sears, Execu�ve Director of the Okana-

gan Basin Water Board, will introduce the speakers and dis-

cuss how the OBWB operates and what projects they are 

currently involved in. The event is free and takes place at the 

Cleland Theatre, 7 to 9 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm).  

December 3—Okanagan Similkameen Conserva�on Alli-

ance (OSCA) AGM 2-4 PM; ShaPord Centre.  OSCA is the 

parent organiza�on of The Meadowlark Fes�val amongst 

many other good things it does each year. Everyone invited. 

December various—Christmas Bird Counts 

Apex:  Dec 15 

Kelowna: Dec 17  

Pen�cton:  Dec 18  

Vaseux:  Dec 21 

Cawston:  Dec 28 

Oliver-Osoyoos: Dec 31 

Peachland: Jan 1 

Princeton Jan 2 

Bridesville: Jan 4 

January 26, SONC members night and pizza party;  If you 

have some favorite photos you would like to share with the 

Club or a topic you would like to raise for discussion, contact 

Anthea Bryan.  Also enjoy all sorts of pizza and dessert for a 

great price of only $5 per person. Tickets must be purchased 

in advance through Glenda Ross at the Pen�cton Senior Cen-

tre, South Main St.  Tickets will go on sale in January.  Watch 

your email for an announcement. 

February 23,  SONC Mee�ng:  Impressions from my safari 

in East Africa.  Elvia Dumas will provide a look at the people, 

animals and birds of Kenya and Tanzania, where she spent 

two exci�ng weeks last February. 

President’s Message 

The Annual General mee�ng has come and gone and none of 

us seem any the worse for it, so I guess  that makes it a suc-

cess.  I am pleased to welcome Myrna Bosomworth  as a new 

director.  Thank you Myrna. 

I’m pleased to say that the treasurer’s report shows we are in  

good shape  financially speaking   - the details are given else-

where in this issue.  Note that while we have a considerable 

sum of money in the bank for future projects our annual in-

come leaves very li�le le9 over each year a9er paying our re-

curring expenses. One item that has been a factor in our finan-

cial statements for the past two years is that our Okanagan 

College bursary has not been awarded as there  were no quali-

fying applicants.  So at $500 per year that is a saving of $1000. 

Right now the criteria for the bursary s�pulates, among other 

things, that an applicant must live within the RDOS and must 

a�end the Pen�cton branch of Okanagan College.  OC felt we 

would get more qualified candidates applying if we changed 

the criteria so that an RDOS resident a�ending any branch of 

OC would qualify.  The SONC Board debated this ma�er at the 

November Board mee�ng and voted unanimously to make 

that change.  So if the bursary were to be awarded every year, 

our income and expenses would be almost exactly in balance 

with nothing le9over for other issues.   

Members’ night (when any Club member is welcome to show 

some slides or raise an issue for discussion) has tradi�onally 

been held the same night as the AGM.  This year we decided to 

try something a li�le different so members’ night  will be held 

in the dark days of January together with a pizza party.  See 

the details under Coming Events.  Remember to contact 

Anthea Bryan if you wish to show some slides or talk about 

some issue. 

A reminder that we do not have a regular December 

mee�ng—instead we have the Pen�cton Christmas Bird Count 

tally and pot-luck dinner.   The date is Sunday December 18th. 

The club has been involved in the OC Habitat Garden more or 

less since its founding some 26 years ago.  The garden is in 

need of some up-da�ng and replan�ngs as well as  general 

maintenance.  The College is s�ll interested in having us in-

volved and has offered to try to fix the broken irriga�on (I 

know—na�ve plants shouldn’t need irriga�on but new 

plan�ngs o9en do to get them started).  A9er discussions with 

a number of involved people we think we should proceed with 

up-da�ng the garden but before doing so we need someone to 

volunteer to spearhead this ac�vity.  Ideally that person would 

know something about na�ve plants but it would be an excel-

lent opportunity to learn more as well.   If you would like to get 

involved more with the Habitat Garden please contact  Mar-

lene Hikichi or myself. 

If I don’t see you before Christmas, have a very  merry Christ-

mas and a happy and healthy new year. 

Bob Handfield 

Adjacent photo: Bufflehead by Paul Graham 
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    The  Heavens 

This winter, there will be bright planets on display both in the 

evening (Venus) and in the morning (Jupiter). 

Venus is a real stunner already, just above the mountains in the 

south west as the sky gets  dark.  You might have to stand on 

your �p-toes to see it, but it’s worth looking for — quite daz-

zling.  Later in the winter, through December and January, it 

will appear progressively higher  in the sky each day a9er sun-

set, and will be a very prominent feature of the early evening 

sky. 

To the le9 of Venus  —  some distance to the le9 in December, 

quite close in January — will be the planet Mars.  Compared to 

Venus it will seem quite subdued: smaller, fainter, with a 

more subtle reddish colour.  Even though it will look like one of 

the brighter stars it won’t be something that would necessarily 

a�ract your a�en�on, its main fame this season being its close-

ness to  Venus.  Mars and Venus geUng close  .  .  .   cool 

Jupiter, second in brightness to Venus, will adorn the morning 

sky through the winter, to the south-east as darkness fades 

during December, shi9ing over to the south in January.  It will 

be the brightest thing in the sky (unless the Moon is around) 

and easy to pick out.  It’s sidekick this winter will be the bright 

star Spica, main star of the constella�on Virgo, appearing a 

short distance below Jupiter, and not nearly as bright.  When 

you look at them, it’s interes�ng to compare how far away they 

are: Jupiter a rela�vely nearby planet revolving around the Sun 

as do we, and currently about a half-hour light travel �me from 

here; Spica way in the background far beyond our solar system, 

250 light years away. 

The most prominent object in the night sky, of course, is the 

Moon, but so common it tends to be overlooked.  Unless it’s 

`super’. That’s a term, invented 37 years ago, which has be-

come a prominent news item over the past few years.  It refers 

to the larger apparent size of a full Moon  if being full also coin-

cides with the Moon being near the point in its ellip�cal orbit 

that is nearest  to the Earth.  It’s a real effect  .  .  .   the Moon is 

closer and its `angular size’ (how big it looks) some 6% larger 

than average.  But the effect tends to get swamped by the va-

garies of human percep�on, which makes anything in the sky 

look bigger when it’s close to the horizon, compared to how it 

looks when it’s high in the sky.  That applies to the Big Dipper, 

the Northern Cross, Orion, and so on.  Anything will look bigger 

when it’s low in the sky  —  the full Moon in par�cular, and the 

effect is drama�c enough to conceal its `superness'. 

The main thing to know about the FULL Moon is that it is oppo-

site the Sun in the sky.  That’s what  makes it full.  And its be-

haviour is opposite to that of the Sun.  For example, a full 

Moon rises as the sun sets.  That idea applies to seasonal 

effects as well.  In winter when the Sun is lowest in the sky, the 

full Moon is highest.  You’ll get a chance to check that in mid-

December (full Moon on the 13th, but a few days either way 

works), and should no�ce that the loca�on of the Moon in the 

sky is  where the Sun is in mid-summer.  But please note that 

all this applies to the full Moon only. Other phases behave 

differently. 

Moonrise can be quite spectacular when the Moon is full, 

and it does happen at a convenient 

�me.  Trees seen in silhoue�e against the Moon, as in the 

accompanying picture, make obvious the mo�on of the 

Moon, which shi9s by its own diameter every two 

minutes.  At our la�tude the mo�on is at an angle to the 

horizon, the Moon skidding sideways as it rises.  Enjoy! 

Chris Purton 

Full Moon rising in Glacier Na�onal Park.  Credit: Christopher 

Mar�n. 

Species at Risk Engagement  

The Province of BC is asking Bri�sh Columbians for input and 

innova�ve ideas on new ways to protect species at risk and 

how to be�er support ac�vi�es such as inventory, monitoring, 

research and stewardship programs for species at risk in our 

province. A site has been set up to gather feedback and hear 

ideas on four topics including: Principles for the protec�on of 

species at risk; Provincial protec�on of species at risk; Protec-

�on of species at risk on private land; Funding for species and 

ecosystems at risk. Feedback will be gathered un�l November 

30th. Go to: h(p://engage.gov.bc.ca/speciesatrisk/ 
for more informa�on  

As of November 22, only slightly more than 200 comments 

had been received.  This may well indicate to the Christy Clark 

gang that ci�zens just are not concerned about Species at Risk. 
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Conserva�on Commi(ee Report 

At our September mee�ng, we were asked to write a le�er to 

the City of Pen�cton commending Council on their decision to 

support sediment removal from the Okanagan River Oxbow 

near Brandon Avenue as well as le�ers to the editor.  We sent 

these le�ers to the City, the Pen�cton Herald, and Pen�cton 

Western News. 

As Bryn White reported to us at our October mee�ng, the Re-

gional District of Okanagan Similkameen (RDOS) will be inform-

ing residents about the proposed Conserva�on Fund.  It will 

provide financial help for a variety of conserva�on ini�a�ves in 

the South Okanagan.  Such funds have been established by 

other regional districts in BC and have produced many conser-

va�on benefits.  Money for the fund will be raised by a small 

property tax levy in the Areas of RDOS which opted for the 

fund, subject to the Alterna�ve Approval Process.  This process 

allows for the Conserva�on Fund to be vetoed by ten per cent 

of the property owners.  As Bryn told us at our mee�ng it is 

important that each of us seize any opportunity to tell our 

friends and neighbours about the importance of this fund for 

conserving local natural values which we all enjoy.  You can 

refresh your mind about this fund by visi�ng the following web-

site:  solovethisplace.ca 

At the �me of this repor�ng, there has s�ll been no press re-

lease from Environment Minister Polak about SOS Na�onal 

Park which was originally scheduled for October.  In July, Prem-

ier Christy Clark said in an interview on Global TV that a majori-

ty of people in the South Okanagan do not want a Na�onal 

Park and that polls show this.  The Osoyoos Times fact checked 

her statement with an FOI (Freedom of Informa�on) request 

which showed that there have been no such polls (Osoyoos 

Times, November 1, 2016).  All polls show just the opposite:  

that a majority of us do want a na�onal park here in the South 

Okanagan.  As some members may recall, there have so far 

been four le�ers wri�en to Premier Clark on behalf of SONC.  

Each le�er made reference to one or more polls showing the 

overwhelming support by locals for the Park.  That she would 

claim polls show the exact opposite is disgus�ng. 

Gerry Gilligan a�ended the November 2
nd

 mee�ng of SSPS 

(Save Skaha Park Society).  The new proposed agreement be-

tween City of Pen�cton and Treo drops the proposal for a wa-

ter slide but instead allows the company to develop other com-

mercial enterprises in the park instead.  It gives the company 

exclusive commercial rights thus allowing them to ban the 

street vendors which were allowed in the past and it allows the 

company to control use of the beach and to charge for parking.  

The agreement includes a subsidy from the City to the Compa-

ny.  A town hall mee�ng about the agreement is scheduled for 

November 23
rd

 at 6pm at the Pen�cton Trade & Conven�on 

Centre.  Gerry plans to make a presenta�on at the mee�ng.   

OSCA (Okanagan Similkameen Conserva�on Alliance) will hold 

its Annual General Mee�ng Saturday December 3rd at the 

ShaPord Centre at 2-4 pm.  As most of you will recall, OSCA 

organizes various conserva�on events each year including the 

Meadowlark Fes�val.  The Okanagan Basin Water Board is  

hos�ng a free presenta�on about climate change and water 

conserva�on on Monday November 28 from 7-9pm at Pen�c-

ton’s Cleland Theatre in the Community Centre.  The �tle is 

Mee�ng Water Challenges by Don Gayton, Robert Sandford, 

and Anna Warwick-Sears.  Don is a local biologist, forester, 

and philosopher.  Robert is a renowned author and EPCOR 

Chair for Water and Climate Security at United Na�ons Uni-

versity.  Anna is Chair of the Okanagan Basin Water Board. 

Gerry Gilligan has joined the Conserva�on Commi�ee and 

will be especially a�en�ve to conserva�on issues involving 

the City of Pen�cton.  He has already been helping to protect 

the foreshore of both Okanagan and Skaha lakes.  If you know 

of a conserva�on issue requiring a�en�on, please tell one of 

us (Gerry Gilligan, Brian Horejsi, Jim Turnbull, or me). 

Jim Bryan, Conserva�on Commi(ee Chair 

Lisa Sco� took this photo  of a Pileated Woodpecker in her 

backyard.  She notes that it is the first �me in eleven years 

in her house that she has had this species show up.  

What’s more now that it has arrived, it has been hanging 

around fro more than a week.  Canada’s largest woodpeck-

er and only crested woodpecker.  These birds are non-

migratory but have large territories; they eat large quan�-

�es of berries as well as insects. 
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The Snake Came Back 

Apparently our property has good snake habitat.  There is a 

small brook, Sutherland “Creek”, which runs in the gully about 

9 months each year.  There are huge rock outcrops for hide 

outs as well as brush piles, heaps of needle duff and garden 

refuse which a�ract many denizens a snake might like for din-

ner. As well we keep our bird feeders stocked all year bringing 

in fur as well as feathers.  Pocket gophers moved in a9er our 

dogs died and chipmunks have the run of the place. 

There are at least 2 kinds of garter snake ready to startle me as 

I work outdoors. Racers some�mes streak around.  Bull or Go-

pher snakes are always welcome as they are known to destroy 

rodents.  It is said that Bull and Ra�lesnakes won’t occupy the 

same territory and Bulls will kill Ra�lers.  Maybe the key word 

is “occupy” as we occasionally have both on the same day on 

opposite sides of the house.  We’ve never found a dead one 

except when run over. 

It would be convenient if Ra�lesnakes didn’t appear but at 

least one has decided to make itself at home.  A chunky speci-

men with 7 ra�les, which Jim deported in 2015 for hanging out 

under the bird feeders and swallowing ground feeders whole, 

was right back in place this May. I wanted to keep it around, 

hoping it would slither down a gopher hole and grab one or 

two but instead it persisted on dining on birds. Although non-

aggressive, it became a big worry for the absent minded gar-

dener who needed to be on high alert when reaching or step-

ping into the garden.  One morning while I was poUng seed-

lings in my li�le greenhouse, I looked down and saw Ra�ler at 

my feet, looking out from a pile of flats.  Yikes!  I don’t know 

who was more surprised.  I eased myself from the scene.  That 

same day while ea�ng lunch al fresco, I spied a tail disappear-

ing into the winter jasmine bushes.  Not a ra�ler but one of 

two skinny racers, one long, one short, romping about.  Fun to 

watch but by then I’d had my fill of snakes. 

As Ra�ler was back under my stool in the greenhouse the next 

morning, it was decided to deport it.  The next �me it showed 

up under the bird feeder, Jim ( he’s geUng good at this) took a 

garden rake and li9ed it into a deep pail, popped on the cover 

and marched it off to a rockslide area a kilometer away for re-

lease. 

Just non-venomous snakes were about un�l September when 

Ra�ler was back under the bird feeder in its favorite haunt.  It 

rained hard that night and the snake was not seen again, 

though I was very cau�ous when entering the greenhouse.  

Perhaps it was looking for a quick snack on its hiberna�on jour-

ney.  

Anne Ginns 

The Western ra�lesnake (also called the Northern Pacific ra�le-

snake), Crotalus viridis oreganus, occurs in the dry valleys of 

the southern interior—Okanagan-Similkameen, Thompson, 

Nicola and Ke�le Valleys as well as some parts of the Fraser 

Canyon.  This is the northern most part of its range which ex-

tends all the way from California. Ra�lesnakes roam up to 1 km 

from their den. Ra�lesnakes are Blue listed in BC and are a pro-

tected species; actually all snakes in BC are protected under the 

BC Wildlife Act.  Records seem to indicate that only two people 

have died from ra�lesnake bites in BC since 1900. 

                                                                             Photo by Jim Ginns 

The only way to do jus�ce to this photo of a wood duck by Paul 

Graham is to view it in colour on our website.  There is nothing 

amongst North American birds quite so stunning as a male wood 

duck in breeding plumage.   This photo was taken at the Warren 

Ave sec�on of the ox-bows, reason enough to keep them. 
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LITTLE STINKER CAN CAUSE BIG PROBLEMS 

 
There’s a new kid in town and he’s not wanted. In the Okana-

gan-Similkameen region, residents should be on the lookout 

this fall for the brown marmorated s�nk bug (Halyomorpha 

halys) which will a�ack tree fruits, berries, grapes, vegetables, 

corn and ornamental plants. 

The brown marmorated s�nk bug, a na�ve pest of Asia, was 

first iden�fied in North America in Pennsylvania in 2001. It has 

since spread throughout the mid-Atlan�c states and is present 

in California, Oregon and Washington. The adults are brown, 

13 to 17 mm long, and can be dis�nguished from other brown 

s�nk bugs by the presence of dis�nc�ve white bands on the 

antennae and their tendency to cluster together in groups.  

This par�cular species of s�nk bug is a very serious pest that 

feeds on more than 80 different plant species. In 2010, an es�-

mated loss of $37 million due to brown marmorated s�nk bug 

feeding was reported by the apple industry in the Mid-Atlan�c 

United States. The s�nk bug is also a nuisance to homeowners, 

as the adults aggregate on and in buildings while seeking warm 

overwintering sites. This makes them somewhat more no�cea-

ble at this �me of year. 

The B.C. Government started raising alarm bells in 2012, but 

like so many invasive species that occur in adjacent regions, it 

was only a ma�er of �me before the s�nk bug moved into BC. 

Sure enough, a small outbreak was confirmed in the Pen�cton 

area this spring and I got my first glimpse of this small but 

mighty invader. 

Both adults and nymphs feed by inser�ng their mouthparts 

into the flesh of fruit or vegetables. Feeding punctures result in 

small dead areas on fruit, vegetables and leaves. S�nk bugs can 

be a contamina�on issue for grapes because the presence of a 

few adults at crush can taint wine. 

The best way for the public to assist is to not bring fruits or 

vegetables into B.C. from the United States, other countries or 

other provinces. Equally important, growers and homeowners 

are asked to report any suspect brown marmorated s�nk bug 

to the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture office. In the Southern Interi-

or, contact Susanna Acheampong at Susan-

na.Acheampong@gov.bc.ca or (250) 861-7681. Informa�on 

postcards with images of similar looking brown bugs are availa-

ble at the Regional District office located at 101 Mar�n Street, 

Pen�cton. 

Lisa Sco� 

Marmorated s�nk bug  - photo by Lisa Sco� 

Are bobcats and lynx shi:ing their ranges in Bri�sh 

Columbia? 
 

Climate change is causing many species to shi9 their ranges. 

Bobcats (Lynx rufus) and lynx (Lynx canadensis) might be 

among these species since their distribu�ons are �ed to snow. 

Lynx have extremely long legs and large paws, making them 

well adapted for traveling across deep snow. Bobcats are heav-

ier, have small feet, and sink into the snow. While lynx are 

found throughout the interior of Bri�sh Columbia (BC), bobcats 

have been restricted to southern BC. However, climate change 

has led to earlier springs and lower snow levels. As a result, 

suitable bobcat habitat may have increased and suitable lynx 

habitat may have decreased. As part of my MSc, I am mapping 

the current provincial distribu�on of each species, and I am 

using harvest records to gauge whether each species has shi9-

ed its range over the past century. 

 

To determine their current distribu�ons, we are turning to 

ci�zen science. We are collec�ng photographs of both species 

submi�ed by the public from throughout the province. So far 

4,301 photographs have been collected comprising 1,539 sepa-

rate detec�ons. Lynx have been detected across the interior of 

BC, while the majority of bobcats have been detected in the 

southern third of BC. However, bobcats have been detected 

north of where they were previously thought to occur. Both 

species have been detected around Pen�cton - bobcats in the 

valley, and lynx in the surrounding mountains. 

 

We are s�ll seeking photos of bobcats and lynx captured by 

trail cameras, or conven�onal cameras, from all corners of the 

province and from all �me periods. Photos will not be pub-

lished or shared with anyone without permission, and photog-

raphers will retain ownership of their photos. Please send pho-

tos, along with the date and loca�on of each photo, to TJ 

Gooliaff (tj.gooliaff@ubc.ca). 

 

                                                               Cont. next page 

Don’t accept the things you cannot change 

but rather change the things you cannot ac-

cept. 

Not sure who said that but it struck a chord 

with me. 
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Bobcats and lynx con�nued 

 

We look forward to comple�ng our analyses to see if there has 

been a shi9 in the ranges of either species over the last centu-

ry. 

 

TJ Gooliaff and Dr. Karen Hodges 

SONC Financial Statement 

Year ending August 31, 2016 

Income 

Membership fees……………………….$2464.50 

Coffee/other……………………………..     275.55 

Birding Trail/Check List sales……..     437.20 

50/50 ………………………………………..     105.00 

Miscell…………………………………….        414.56* 

Total………………………………………..   3696.81 

 

Expenses 

Hall rental…………………………………….   555.00 

Speaker expenses………………………..    154.00 

Honker/office supplies………………..     742.23** 

BC Nature dues…………………………..    1368.45 

Total…………………………………………..   2819.68 

 

Net Income………………………………..      877.13 

Dona�ons made 

Wilderness Commi�ee………………      200.00 

Invasive Species Society……………        250.00 

 

Assets 

RBC……………………………………………    10,648.90 

PayPal……………………………………….          928.40 

Total assets………………………………     11,577.30 

Liabili�es 

BC Nature bird blind dona�on……..    2,000.00 

For�sBC bird blind dona�on………..    2,000.00 

Total liabili�es…………………………….   4,000.00 

Net Assets………………………………….    7,577.30 

*one �me item—correc�on of previous bank error 

** includes postage  and cost of maintaining website 

There are two subspecies of bighorn sheep found in BC—the 

Rocky Mountain  (Ovis canadensis canadensis)  in the Rocky 

Mountain areas and California bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis 

californiana) found in the southern interior.  Rocky Mountain 

sheep occur throughout the Rockies as far south as New Mexi-

co whereas California bighorns occurs throughout the drier 

areas of the west south to California.  Note the broken horn 

�p on the ram above, probably a result of figh�ng with other 

males.                                                           Photo by Jim Bryan 

More California bighorn sheep—this photo by Paul Graham. 
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Mushrooms: good, bad and blah 

Autumn rains have s�mulated mushrooms to pop up on 

lawns, in gardens and in the woods. Their various sizes, 

shapes and colors have a�racted people for centuries.  

Mushrooms are the frui�ng bodies produced by a large group 

of fungi. The typical mushroom has a stalk, a cap that gradu-

ally opens in an umbrella-like fashion, and on the lower sur-

face of the cap a series of radia�ng, paper thin gills or plates. 

On the surfaces of the gills tens of thousands of microscopic 

spores develop. These wind blown spores spread the fungus 

over long distances. 

Mushrooms are either decomposers, symbionts or patho-

gens. Through these lifestyles, mushrooms play major roles in 

the func�oning of ecosystems where they provide nutrients 

to trees and other plants, recycle those nutrients by decaying 

wood and other plant materials, and cause damage as plant 

pathogens. 

The aspect of mushrooms that seems to hold the greatest 

fascina�on for us humans is their effect when eaten. Some 

are good (Chanterelles, Morels, and Truffles), a few are poi-

sonous (Death Cap, Destroying Angles and False Morels), but 

most are blah. The tragic fatal poisoning of a small B.C. boy 

who ate Death Cap mushrooms brings to mind some adven-

tures with fungi.  

It was autumn 1977. I was on sabba�cal from Agriculture 

Canada and my wife Anne and I were living for 3 months in 

Molndal, Sweden with Professor Dr. John Eriksson and his 

wife Berit, a high school science teacher. The Erikssons had 

been in Canada, here in B.C. in fact, a few years earlier study-

ing fungi and now they were reciproca�ng. Weekdays we’d 

be in the lab at the University of Göteborg working with grad-

uate students and on weekends John and Berit would propel 

us in their yellow Saab out to their allotment garden or far-

ther afield to beau�ful Skåna. Some�mes we’d just walk to a 

nearby forested area. Wherever we were, John and I would 

look for wood roUng fungi while the ladies collected mush-

rooms for dinner. Anne was no mushroom expert but she was 

a good spo�er. Berit did a preliminary sor�ng, rejec�ng the 

inedible specimens and popping the rest into her collec�ng 

basket.  

Back in the kitchen we’d clean the assorted ‘srooms and con-

firm the edibility for the second �me before Berit sliced them 

into a big pot where they simmered slowly with a bit of flour 

and a lot of heavy cream. This made a rich gravy which was 

served with meat, potatoes and bread.  

One evening during dinner the phone rang. It was the hospi-

tal aler�ng Dr. Eriksson that a courier would arrive shortly 

with a sample of mushroom involved in a suspected poison-

ing. A taxi driver pulled up with a jar of stomach contents 

from the vic�m! John excused himself and drove the jar to his 

lab where he determined quickly that the fragments and 

spores he saw under his microscope would cause nothing 

worse than an upset stomach (apparently this was not an 

isolated incident!). 

 

Each autumn the local Göteborg mycological group held a 

mushroom expo at the University Botanical Gardens. Hun-

dreds of fungi specimens would be collected, iden�fied and 

labeled for display to members and the public. Rari�es would 

be discussed and choice edibles would some�mes mysterious-

ly disappear. Russula species were common but one morning 

their orderly display was found in disarray. Mice had come in 

and taken choice specimens!  

Mushroom exhibits are a good way for foragers to learn from 

experts what not to eat! The Vancouver Mycological Society 

holds a mushroom show each autumn, usually at the Van 

Dusen Gardens. The Sicamous Wild Mushroom Fes�val cover-

ing several days is held in September. 

It is vital to learn edible from toxic. Even if a mushroom is con-

sidered safe for most people to ingest, there may be the odd 

allergic reac�on. I have experienced a violent stomach revolt 

a9er ea�ng Horse Mushrooms, edible for most people, served 

by a fellow mycologist! 

                                                                                           Jim Ginns 

Glu�nous waxy cap (above) and Late-fall waxy cap  are both 

edible but in the “blah” category.  Both are found with Pon-

derosa pines.                                              Photos by Jim Ginns 



 

 

www.southokanagan nature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.  Glenda and Bob work hard to try and 

keep it up to date (we do fall behind some �mes) and keep you informed as to what is going on.  This is the spot to 

go for the latest informa�on on monthly mee�ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, 

both on the home page and in the photography sec�on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her 

a few of your Okanagan Valley nature  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica�on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC, PO Box 23050, Pen�cton BC V2A 8L7 

Individual………………$30 per year                       Family …………………$40 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining a9er February 1st  please contact the membership secretary first. 
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We recently presented a cheque to The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) to assist with 

their campaign to purchase high priority conserva�on lands along Road 22 near Oliver. Ac-

cep�ng the cheque on behalf of NCC are Michelle Dano, on the le9 and Barb Pryce, Southern 

Interior Program Director, on the right.  This cheque in the amount of $1765 brings the total 

donated by SONC and its members to various NCC campaigns over the past 4 years to almost 

$10,000.  


