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Cover photo:  Pitcher plants in North America all belong to the genus Sarracenia. This genus includes  8 species, only one of which 

(S. purpea) is found in cold climate areas, including large parts of eastern and central Canada.  The remainder occur only in the 

southeast US.  All Sarracenia trap insects without the use of moving parts. Most species use a combina&on of scent, drugged nec-

tar, waxy deposits (to clog insect feet) and gravity to topple insect prey into their pitcher. Coniine, an alkaloid drug narco&c to in-

sects, has been discovered in the nectar-like secre&ons of at least S. flava. Once inside, the insect finds the foo&ng very slippery 

with a waxy surface covering the walls of the pitcher.  These plants inhabit permanently wet swampy areas with low pH. 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 
PO Box 23050, Pen&cton BC V2A 8L7 

Website: h!p://southokanagannature.com 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo&ng its conserva&on. 

Membership:  Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen&cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Please contact any Execu&ve or director if you wish to add an item to 
the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy 
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info contact 

Charmaine Foster or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no&fy of the trip leader if you intend to par&cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi&ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou&ngs. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva&on Alliance. 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Bob Handfield, 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Lisa Sco!, 250 404 0115; ecoma!ers@shaw.ca 

Past president:  

Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250  490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com 

Secretary:  Margot Henny 250 487  2148; mhenny@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Chris&ne Andersen (ex officio)  chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Pam Krannitz  778 476 0222; pamgkrannitz@gmail.com 

Doreen Olson  250 497 6889; threegates@shaw.ca 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

Newsle0er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica&on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva&on Commi!ee: 

 Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca 

 Brian Horejsi  b2horejsi@shaw.ca   

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Mits Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@shaw.ca  

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu&ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee&ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca 

Membership Secretary:  Chris&ne Andersen, chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Publicity:  Mits Hikichi; mhikichi@shaw.ca 

Refreshments:  Jean Brosseok; 250  492 4588; jeanbrosseok@shaw.ca 
   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi temporarily 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 
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Coming Events 

Sunday, September 25    OSCA Migratory Bird Program  

Family Day 

Okanagan Similkameen Conserva&on Alliance (OSCA) is 

hos&ng a Family Day in conjunc&on with its second Migrato-

ry Bird School Program at the Vaseux Lake Bird Observatory 

(VLBO). Join us Sunday September 25th from 9 am to noon 

for an opportunity to see birds being banded, go on a guided 

walk with nature interpreters and learn about birds and bird 

migra&on. The site is rus&c with uneven terrain and narrow 

pathways (not wheelchair accessible) and there is a portable 

washroom on site.  Parking is available on the west side of 

Hwy 97 at the kiosk parking lot just south of the site or at a 

clearing just north of the site. 

Thursday Oct. 27.  AGM and Speaker Jay Kehne: Maintain-

ing Okanogan’s working lands and wildlife heritage 

Jay Kehne, Okanogan Outreach Associate with Conserva&on 

Northwest, will speak about Working for Wildlife, an ini&a-

&ve of the Na&onal Fish and Wildlife Founda&on. The ini&a-

&ve aims to sustain the tradi&onal agricultural uses and val-

ues that families have maintained for genera&ons to ensure 

that we s&ll have working ranches, forests, and wildlife coex-

is&ng here a hundred years from now. The program also 

looks to protect and enhance open spaces, migra&on paths, 

and habitat connec&ons for wildlife, winter range for mule 

deer, and habitat for sharp-tailed grouse across the Okanog-

an Valley and highlands. 

Jay has been a Meadowlark Fes&val event co-leader on the 

Kilpoola IBA tour for the last four years.   

Please note: the AGM this year will NOT be a pot-luck and 

the mee&ng will start at the usual &me of 7PM. 

Thursday, November 24, Club member Dr. Brian  Horejsi, a 

wildlife scien&st and forester,  will be our speaker.  

President’s Message 

First off, welcome back to all returning members and a special 

welcome to all new members as we start another Club year.  

A few things to note as we look forward to  geOng together 

once a month (birders more o�en) over the next eight months 

or so: to start with, our AGM in October will not be the usual 

pot-luck and members night.  A�er considerable discussion it 

was decided to switch members night to either January or Feb-

ruary when the poorer weather might make it harder to get a 

speaker, especially from out of town.  We are also thinking 

that instead of making members night a pot-luck, we might 

make it a pizza night, charge everyone $5 and subsidize the 

whole evening somewhat from Club funds.  With so many piz-

za outlets providing gluten-free pizza we will be able to cater 

to everyone’s dietary needs, including vegetarian.  You will 

hear more about this as the &me draws closer. 

Each January BC Nature accepts applica&ons for Club support 

grants  which can provide up to $2000 to help with Club pro-

jects.   In the past SONC has been very successful when apply-

ing for these grants, most recently in 2015 when we received a 

grant of $2000 to put towards the new bird blind at Vaseux 

Lake.  It seems to me that we should now be thinking about 

worthy projects for which we might apply to fund with a Club 

support grant and the Board would like to encourage members 

to come forward with their ideas.  This could encompass a 

wide variety of projects from improvements at the Habitat  

Garden to helping with new signage at the bird blind to  

plan&ngs of na&ve vegeta&on.   

What projects we spend money on brings us to a somewhat 

broader ques&on — what should SONC be doing over the next 

few years?  Do you see the Club as more than just a once –a –

month social event and sender of le!ers?  Should our Club be 

more heavily involved in local projects and issues? If you would 

like to be involved in this discussion please let me or another 

Board member know. 

As men&oned elsewhere, the October mee&ng will be our 

AGM. All of the current Board with the excep&on of Doreen 

Olson have agreed to serve for another year.  Doreen has given 

many years of service to the Club and I expect that will resume 

in the future.  For now, Doreen is s&ll heavily involved in lead-

ing the fight for a Na&onal Park and feels she needs to take a 

break from some of her other ac&vi&es.  On behalf of the 

Board and all Club members, thank you Doreen for all your 

unending work on behalf of the local environment.   We will 

now have a vacancy on the Board so if you would be interested 

in  joining us please let one of the Board know.  

The Board has voted to  support the Nature Conservancy of 

Canada Bobolink Meadows project with a $500 dona&on from 

Club funds.  As highlighted in the July Honker, we  urge all 

members who can do so, to support this project as well.  You 

can get your dona&on cheque to Treasurer Colleen  and we will 

make a presenta&on to NCC on behalf of SONC and its mem-

bers. 

Bob Handfield 

Two baby Calliope hummingbirds siOng in their nest.                                        

                                                     Photo by Dianne Bersea 
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The  Heavens 

Mars will be the main object of interest, celes&ally speaking, in 

the coming season.  It will grace the evening sky, hanging low in 

the south as sky darkens, all through October and November. 

Mars could easily be mistaken for one of the brighter stars up 

there, but does have a slightly different appearance — a steadi-

er light than the stars, which are inclined to twinkle, and 

a characteris&c red colour.  It’s interes&ng, when looking at 

Mars on a pleasant evening, to recall that it is another world 

out there in space, a world smaller and drier than our own.  The 

web is filled with pictures showing what Mars is really like, fab-

ulous pictures taken by robo&c machines inching their way over 

the surface of the planet. It’s a challenge rela&ng those to what 

you see in the sky. 

Through October, Mars will be in the constella&on of Sagi!ari-

us, immersed in a rich area of the Milky Way.  There are no 

really bright stars in Sagi!arius to confuse with Mars, but the 

constella&on does present us with a neat pa!ern on the sky 

which can be used to monitor the mo&on of Mars — the mo-

&on of the planet as seen against the background of stars. 

It’s interes&ng to watch Mars for a few weeks, and to no&ce 

how it moves steadily to the east among the stars, resis&ng the 

seasonal shi� that takes the stars slowly and inexorably west-

ward into the twilight glow. The red planet is able to maintain 

its favoured posi&on in the southern sky that way for several 

months. 

During October Mars will traverse Sagi!arius in its en&rety, and 

by November will have forsaken it to sit all alone in a great 

empty region of sky.  As November progresses Mars will shi� 

even farther eastward, into the large and rather non-descript 

constella&on of Capricornus. 

There are other planets visible, making a brief appearance in 

the west a�er sunset.  During the first part of October, Saturn 

will appear low in the south-west as darkness falls, some dis-

tance to the right of Mars and about as bright, but yellow in 

colour  .  .  very no&ceably different.  Saturn is in the constella-

&on of Scorpius, and will remain there for some &me.  That very 

distant, slow-moving planet takes two years to make its way 

through one constella&on and as a consequence it gets swept 

along with the seasonal shi� of the stars and, like the stars of 

Scorpius, will be disappearing into the twilight glow of the 

southwest during the month of October.  

Venus is over there too, and has been for a couple of months, 

but so low in the sky that you’re not likely to see it.  And that’s 

how she is going to be un&l well into November.  During the 

la!er part of November, Venus will become more obvious, low 

in the south west as the sky darkens a�er sunset.  And when 

Venus is visible, not hidden behind the mountains, she is really 

obvious, shining more brilliantly than anything else in the sky — 

discoun&ng Sun and Moon, of course.  A stunning sight, quite 

beau&ful, just above the mountains in the south west.  Worth 

looking for in late November, and par&cularly easy to do so 

with darkness coming on so early then. 

Another feature of this &me of year is the Milky Way, faint but  

magnificent, arching right across the sky, passing through the 

summer triangle high overhead with Cygnus the swan stretch-

ing its long neck along the milky path, then plunging down the 

sky into Sagi!arius on the southern horizon.  The Milky Way 

has been geOng a lot of press recently, over the concern with 

light pollu&on. The current crop of children growing up in 

North America, we’re told, will never have the experience of 

seeing the Milky Way.  That’s a serious cultural loss.  It is sub-

tle, a faint light easily overlooked, but with the capacity to take 

us out of ourselves and remind us who we are. 

Chris Purton 

En&re sky seen through fish-eye lens, with Milky Way going 

right across: Summer triangle centre, Sagi!arius at bo!om. 

Adult zebra mussel with numerous young ones a!ached  to 

the adult.  Photo provided by Lisa Sco!. 



 

 Sept  2016 Honker page 5 

Conserva�on Commi0ee Report  

We have received replies to several of our le!ers since our last 

report in the summer Honker.  Transport Canada acknowl-

edged our le!er suppor&ng their ini&a&ve to protect wetlands 

of the Columbia River by placing restric&ons on power boats 

there.  The new protected area on Oliver Mountain will be 

monitored by Grant Furness of Ministry of Forests, Lands, and 

Natural Resource Opera&ons.  In the reply to our le!er about 

habitat destruc&on on the foreshore of Skaha Lake we learned 

that it was sanc&oned by a permit to the landowner allowing 

him to build his dock on the foreshore of Skaha Lake which is 

Crown Land.  Neither RDOS nor City of Pen&cton replied to our 

le!ers urging them to support the proposal for a small Conser-

va&on Fund Levy which fortunately passed subject to the Al-

terna&ve Approval Process.   The City did not reply to our 

le!er about removal of the large shade tree from Gyro Park. 

Environment Minister Mary Polak replied to our le!er about 

nego&a&ng with Parks Canada, consul&ng with Okanagan Na-

&on Alliance, and establishing an Interpreta&on Centre for the 

proposed SOS Na&onal Park.  We specifically asked that nego-

&a&ons include Area 2 as part of the proposed Na&onal Park.  

Minister Polak made it very clear that Area 2 will not be rec-

ommended for Na&onal Park status.  She claims that discus-

sions with Okanagan Na&ons con&nue and states that discus-

sions with Parks Canada have not resumed.  There is more 

informa&on about the SOS Na&onal Park proposal elsewhere 

in this issue of The Honker. 

The Federal Government has made several announcements 

which are good news for Canada’s environment.  They com-

mi!ed to implement all 75 recommenda&ons deemed neces-

sary to protect our Pacific Salmon by the Cohen Commission 

Report which our previous government had shelved.  They 

commi!ed to restore aqua&c habitat protec&on provisions of 

the Canada Fisheries Act which our previous government had 

removed.  They have begun consulta&ons with impar&al scien-

&sts and industry representa&ves about revised Environmental 

Assessment Legisla&on which had been severely weakened by 

our previous government.  In 2017 Parks Canada passes will be 

issued free to all ci&zens both to encourage visits to our na-

&onal parks and to celebrate Canada’s Sesquicentennial.   We 

sent a le!er of commenda&on to Fisheries Minister LeBlanc 

about the decision to implement all recommenda&ons of the 

Cohen Commission Report.  

Merle Kindred has decided to step aside from the Conserva-

&on Commi!ee.  We thank her for the &me and effort she 

devoted to serving on the commi!ee and for her sage counsel 

about the issues.  We would welcome any of you to join us 

(Brian Horejsi, Jim Turnbull, and me).  In par&cular, we would 

like someone who lives within the City of Pen&cton to help us 

keep abreast of environmental issues in the City.   

Jim Bryan, Conserva&on Commi!ee Chair 

What Okanagan Residents Need to Know About Invasive 

Mussels 

For five years our society has worked diligently alongside the 

Okanagan Basin Water Board and various government  

agencies to raise awareness about the impacts of invasive 

mussels, and the steps that need to be taken to prevent 

their invasion into BC. Raising alarm bells about something 

that does not yet occur here and most people have never 

experienced is challenging. Compounding this issue is the 

fact that these unwanted mollusks are microscopic at birth 

and the size of your thumbnail at maturity, which can leave 

some wondering “what’s the big deal”? But despite their 

small size, invasive mussels are not wanted in the Okana-

gan. In fact, its downright scary to think about how many 

things would change if zebra or quagga mussels moved into 

the Okanagan Valley. While I could provide a lengthy list of 

environmental, economic and social impacts, I will simply 

focus on one thing in this ar&cle that should resonate with 

each and every individual who lives, works and/or plays in 

the Okanagan: INVASIVE MUSSELS WILL CUT YOUR FEET.  

Walking barefoot along Okanagan beaches could become a 

thing of the past if invasive mussels arrive. The sharp-edged 

shells of dead mussels wash ashore, crea&ng a hazard for 

unprotected feet. Living mussels colonize the submerged 

por&ons of nearly any substrate, so rocks along the shore-

line and ladders on docks and ra�s also present a risk. 

History tells us that these aqua&c organisms can move with 

extreme ease and at an incredibly rapid pace. It’s believed 

that zebra and quagga mussels were introduced into the 

Great Lakes in the late 1980s when European ships released 

ballast water containing the species. These mollusks were 

then discovered a!ached to the underwater surfaces of 

rocks, piers, and other structures in the Great Lakes region. 

During the next three decades, they steadily moved into 

Quebec, several U.S. states and now Manitoba, altogether 

infes&ng close to 700 North American lakes.  

We ALL need to take responsibility to protect the Okanagan 

from the devasta&ng impacts of zebra and quagga mussels. 

The best approach is to “clean, drain and dry” boats and 

other equipment before moving between lakes. These pro-

ac&ve steps can prevent the spread of invasive mussels and 

halt the spread of other invasive animals and plants that 

may be lurking in our lakes. There are no known methods 

for elimina&ng invasive mussels without severely damaging 

the ecosystem of the water body in which they’ve occur. 

The provincial government has stepped up their enforce-

ment this year, with over 23,000 watercra� inspected as of 

September 13
th

. Of the total watercra� inspected, 16 were 

confirmed to have adult invasive mussels. Remember, it 

would only take one mussel-fouled boat and life as we 

know it in the Okanagan, could change forever. 

The public’s help in preven&ng the spread of these highly 

invasive species is essen&al. Report mussel-affected boats 

or equipment to the  “Report All Poachers and Pollut-

ers” (RAPP) hotline: 1-877-952-7277 (toll-free). For more 

informa&on on invasive mussels, the risks to the Okanagan 

and preven&on &ps, visit www.DontMoveAMussel.ca. 

Lisa Sco!                                                 (see photo page 4) 
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Arthropod iden�fica�on – BugGuide.net 

 

Bird people have it made! Birds (even small ones) are big and 

obvious. There are a limited number of kinds and there are 

numerous very good guide books and web sites to help the 

puzzled observer or photographer to put a name to most 

observa&ons. SONC has a plethora of experts at avian iden&-

fica&on and the weekly bird-watching ou&ngs have helped 

many of person slot an observed bird into a likely iden&fica-

&on. 

 

Things aren’t so easy for those of us with an arthropod fixa-

&on. Insects, spiders, etc. are small and there are many of 

them. The few guide books for non-specialists focus on the 

big and the obvious and those important to mankind – the 

large bu!erflies and moths, bees and wasps, the agricultural 

and medical pests, etc. Those of us looking to record the 

beau&ful world of insects and arachnids are faced, in many 

instances, with a lovely photo of a “bug” or a “beetle” or a 

“damselfly” or a “spider” and then struggle to put a more 

fiOng label to it. 

 

Introducing BugGuide.net. 

 

This is a website hosted by the Entomology Department of 

the Iowa State University and run (apparently) by knowledge-

able amateur naturalists with interests and exper&se in ar-

thropods. The mechanics are quite user friendly. A�er regis-

tering (free), one can submit photos of insects or arachnids, 

taken in Canada or the US. There is a category “ID request”. 

The request form asks ques&ons about things like where and 

when the photo was taken, approximate size, and any rele-

vant remarks one might want to make. When all this is done 

and submi!ed, it goes into the system. Within a day or two, 

someone will respond and, in my experience, an iden&fica-

&on will be made. 

 

As I write this, I have submi!ed 12 sets of photos and re-

ceived iden&fica&on, at least to the genus level, for all of 

them. Here, as an example, is a skipper which was iden&fied 

by one Cliff Ivy as a “long-dash skipper (Poli%s mys%c)”. 

 

Once it had been iden&fied, it was moved from ID Request to 

its own classifica&on. This usually happens. Not always. 

 

“Frass” is an informal entomological term for bug poop. A 

submission which, for whatever reason (poor quality images, 

images from outside North America, north of Mexico, and 

those that otherwise do not add value to the Guide) are 

moved to a Frass folder, kept there for a month for com-

ment, and then removed. 

 

Three of my submissions were “Frassed”. All, however, had 

first been iden&fied. One of them I expected to go that way – 

it was not a very good photo but I’d hoped to have it iden&-

fied (and it was – Al%ca sp., a flea beetle). The second was a 

red milkweed beetle, not my best pic. The third did surprise  

me. I thought the pics I submi!ed were quite good. It was 

iden&fied as a swamp milkweed beetle (a species I was una-

ware of) and then frassed. 

 

They’re the bosses, so their decision stands. But the site itself 

and the service they provide are awesome! That’s 

BugGuide.net. 

 

(Oh, one other important thing. The copyright remains with 

the photographer.) 

 

Jerry Buzzell 

Eastern comma bu!erfly— photo by Jerry Buzzell 
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Mount Kobau a?er the fire 

On a BC mountaintop I am whirling through a spectacular dis-

play of stars. Every way I turn the sky is filled with points of 

light, some brighter, some barely discernable, some red, or 

blue, or yellow, or white, some sparkling and changing colour. 

Even without a guide I can pick out the Milky Way and a few 

constella&ons…Ursa Major and Minor, the two Dippers, and to 

the north, the classic shape of the feminine Cassiopeia, a reclin-

ing figure of five clear blue stars. I’m in my own bit of heaven…

in the dark surrounded by disembodied voices, a stunning star 

show overhead. 

At an eleva&on just short of 2 km (1863 m), Mount Kobau offers 

a rare treat at lo�y heights, with the temperatures, weather, 

flora and fauna of sub-alpine environments. Situated just north-

west of Osoyoos, BC, Mount Kobau is within the 9364 hectares 

that comprise the South Okanagan Grassland Protected area 

managed by BC Parks. 

This is my second of three trips to the summit this year. On a 

previous excursion we scurried between raindrops and low 

clouds. This trip is all about clear night skies…my most recent 

trip all about hiking previously overlooked trails. Over three 

months each visit has revealed different moods and vistas.  

Within the first kilometer of leaving Highway 3, the blackened 

trunks and bright red needles of burned trees march along the 

approach road, a startling reminder of the Testalinden fire that 

burned and smoldered in this area for months last year. But 

nature’s powerful regenera&ve program offers startling green 

to fill in some of the black spaces. Whenever there’s an open-

ing, views to nearby hillsides reveal a similar pa!ern of red and 

black among unusually green new growth. 

A rare sage sub-alpine environment, Mount Kobau’s fragile na-

ture is protected at least in part by a prohibi&on on camping. 

But with no one ac&vely overseeing the area, the occasional 

trailer camper has arrived on the mountain and ATV’s are fre-

quently spo!ed. Even more distressing, there’s evidence of 

mud-bogging too. Despite the lack of regulatory oversight, I’m 

pleased that most visitors respond with care un&l a more per-

manent solu&on is enacted…such as official designa&on of the 

South Okanagan – Similkameen Na&onal Park.  

Meanwhile the feature event of the year is the Mount Kobau 

Astronomical Society’s annual Star Party. By special permit, up 

to one hundred amateur astronomers gather for seven days of 

star viewing. That’s precious access to one of the few North 

American sites ever selected for a major observatory (a project 

that regre[ully never to come to frui&on), though Mount Kobau 

remains a treasured holy grail for astronomy buffs. Even for me, 

a simple nature lover, truly dark skies are a rare experience. 

Here, on top of Mount Kobau, the thinner air with reduced heat 

and pollu&on haze provides ideal star gazing condi&ons. 

In such a special sagebrush and alpine fir nature preserve earth-

ly a!rac&ons also abound. There’s a small swampy lake for bird-

ers where I saw a very busy Least Sandpiper and a cau&ous Soli-

tary Sandpiper who sneaked along with a buddy. Bonus score…

my first Dusky Grouse! 

 

 

On the 1.3 km trail to the summit, there is more evidence of 

the wildfire that burned great swaths of Kobau’s east and 

south slopes last summer. A jagged scar of uprooted sagebrush 

marks a firebreak and the trail winds through blackened tree 

trunks and forest debris. Near the exposed summit the stunted 

alpine fir stand at odd angles with stark dangling branches. On 

top, Mount Kobau is strewn with sha!ered rock, lichens and 

alpine flowers, their variety changing with the seasons. 

But it’s the view that always grabs my a!en&on…an almost 360 

degree panorama of the South Okanagan, grasslands, forests, 

valleys and mountains…on both sides of the Canada/US bor-

der. Shi�ing clouds add intriguing shadows and bright areas, 

highligh&ng now the red of burned trees, then the so� gold 

and yellow greens of both unburned and rapidly regenera&ng 

grasslands. 

(con&nued on page 8) 

The aptly named fireweed is always one of the first plants to 

comeback a�er a fire as the photo above shows.  Below is 

one of the many views from near the top, this showing  

Osoyoos Lake.                                    Photos by Dianne Bersea 
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At the Star Party, when dusk falls, ac&vity picks up. Neighbours 

remark on the crescent moon dropping below the trees. They 

share their binoculars so I can see Jupiter and its moons, before 

Jupiter too slips below the western horizon.  

In the fading light, noted grassland ecologist Don Gayton, en-

gages an a!en&ve audience on the challenges of wildfire ecolo-

gy. Presented in the context of the wildfire that drove last 

year’s Star Party into an emergency evacua&on, Don’s message 

is &mely and immediate. By the &me Don concludes his talk 

we’re in deep dark. Now the true focus of the Star Party comes 

alive with the addi&on of a dozen or so poli&cal and tourism 

VIP’s. Invited by the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, 

they are ready to experience the marvels of Mount Kobau and 

the heavens exposed…hopefully to come away with a greater 

apprecia&on for precious landscapes and rare opportuni&es. 

Among this throng I feel my way toward an array of telescopes 

installed on a slight rise. Colleen, official stargazer, calls me 

over. “Have you seen the rings of Saturn?” I look into the sky 

through her black fabric and red lace wrapped telescope that 

despite the individual decora&on is a 12” Dobsonian precision 

instrument. I’m enthralled. The magic of Mount Kobau con&n-

ues! 

Dianne Bersea 

Doreen Olson, Coordinator of the South Okanagan-

Similkameen Na&onal Park Network  commented: 

“We all agree that Areas 1 and 3 need the highest protec&on 

possible because of the rare habitat and species found there. A 

na&onal park will protect them.    Removing area 2 from the 

concept isolates species and leaves no connec&vity for this 

important migra&on corridor especially in light of climate 

change.  We need the BC Government to honour the results of 

their own consulta&on process and to listen to the voices of 

the people of the region.” 

Editor’s note: The following is a press release put out by the 

Wilderness Commi!ee on September 8. 

BC government documents reveal extremely strong public 

support for designa�on of Na�onal Park in the South Okana-

gan 

Vancouver, BC – The Wilderness Commi!ee has recently ob-

tained government informa&on that suggests Victoria is down-

playing overwhelming public support for the designa&on of a 

large na&onal park in the South Okanagan region of BC.  

This directly contradicts the BC government’s Consulta&on 

Summary Report that minimized both the level of support and 

interest in having all of the proposed protected areas within 

the na&onal park.  

In the 5,000-page Freedom of Informa&on (FOI) request re-

vealed that 92 per cent of the submissions to the BC govern-

ment from individuals and 80.5 per cent of submissions from 

business, local government and other regional agencies were 

suppor&ve of the Province’s proposed strategy to protect areas 

in the South Okanagan. Over 70 per cent of the submissions 

from local communi&es also supported the BC government’s 

strategy for more protec&on. The FOI also revealed that major-

ity of submissions recommended that Area 2 including Mount 

Kobau, which the Province had proposed be aside as a provin-

cial conservancy, be included in the na&onal park reserve.  

 “Why the BC government has chosen to supress informa&on 

that shows that the public overwhelmingly supports all areas, 

including Area 2 to be in the na&onal park is a mystery to us,” 

said Joe Foy, Na&onal Campaign Director with the Wilderness 

Commi!ee. 

A na&onal park is expected to provide 772 new jobs locally, 

and $57 million in annual visitor spending in the region. 

“In our opinion Victoria and local MLA Linda Larson need to 

pay more a!en&on to feedback that came right from their own 

public consulta&on process – designa&on of a na&onal park 

with all the areas protected is good for democracy, for the en-

vironment and the economy too. It’s &me to make this highly 

popular dream of a na&onal park, into reality,” said Foy. 

For more info contact: 

Joe Foy | Na&onal Campaign Director, Wilderness Commi!ee 

604-880-2580, joe@wildernesscommi!ee.org 

Above is Dianne’s lifer  Dusky Grouse.  Below is Paul Gra-

ham’s Western Kingbird (not a lifer). 
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An interes�ng thing happened… 

An interes&ng thing happened when Bob Handfield put out a 

call for a writer to sub for a few months on his Pen&cton 

Western News Nature Wise column. I jumped in.  

My first column merely updated the item that appeared in the 

March SONC Honker with a breezy overview of the natural 

marvels I’ve been discovering in the South Okanagan. The next 

column recounted the intriguing work of Richard Walker and 

his passionate promo&on of a permaculture approach to gar-

dening…that is, food forestry.  

Then things got more interes&ng. Talking to Richard Walker 

had given me a totally new perspec&ve on how we look at and 

think about wild species and the role they play in our cul&vat-

ed landscape. I no&ced that things that could be perceived as 

beneficial due to hardiness, moisture reten&on, soil building, 

pollinator a!rac&veness and food provision could also be per-

ceived as dangerous, threatening, overwhelming and just plain 

dastardly if their energe&c dispersal also interfered with our 

waterways and pasture lands. Branded as invasives, they 

spelled trouble. 

I was par&cularly struck by the dilemma of the Russian olive, a 

beau&ful tree with many posi&ve a!ributes. But its invasion of 

our wetlands is said to be driving out na&ve species and po-

ten&ally introducing too much nitrogen, nitrogen that in turn 

invites algae growth. Dilemma indeed! 

Plants with an aggressive agenda held me fast. I a!ended 

talks, burned through some serious internet research and sat 

in on invasive species discussions and an invasive species fo-

rum conducted by OASISS, the Okanagan and Similkameen 

Invasive Species Society.  

About the same &me, two books literally flung themselves 

from a library shelf into my arms. Their freshly published pag-

es contained a unique look at how we relate to what we call 

‘invasive species.’ The New Wild by Fred Pearce postulates 

that with changing climate condi&ons and our rather disas-

trous rela&onship with soil and water, the new-to-us species 

might just be the way of the future.  

In Tao Orion’s book Beyond the War on Invasive Species, A 

Permaculture approach to Ecosystem Restora&on, I learned 

that there is probably no ideal, wholly integrated environment 

that we can somehow return to by oblitera&ng invasives. 

Both books emphasized concerns about eradica&on methods 

and the issue of change, and how working with, rather than 

against might have more successful long-term benefits. 

Flush with new learning that meshed with my own thinking, 

and s&ll another column to write for Nature Wise, I wrote ‘The 

dilemma of invasive species,’ a subtle challenge to conven&on-

al thinking. 

If there is such a thing as writer’s remorse, I then wallowed in 

it, worried silly whether an upstart writer like myself should, 

could challenge conven&onal thinking…especially in a valley of 

lakes that face the looming arrival of the quagga mussel. Over-

all, I got myself in quite a knot about this, sending my ar&cle 

off to various knowledgeable folks for a comment or two. 

 

No one seemed overly concerned and at least one person felt 

that ques&ons are always useful.  

But the issue of invasives would not let me be. Suddenly li!le 

coloured flags popped up along the roadsides near where I live. 

Each flag indicated an invasive that would have huge detri-

mental impact on pastures. A team from OASISS was spo!ed 

with clipboards in hand as they experimented with possible 

eradicants.  

While I con&nued to observe this process, I a!ended Dr. Rob 

Higgins’ excellent SONC talk on his field of inves&ga&on…ants! 

Dr. Rob emphasized their amazing variety (12,000 species iden-

&fied to date), their resilience, their ongoing march into new 

territories and their imperviousness to removal.  

Ants I know about, especially the pesky 50,000 or so odorous 

ants (Tapinoma sessile) that are making a beeline for my kitch-

en. So what did I do? A�er a few weeks of anguished mental 

wrangling, I called Pest Control!  

My “Dilemma of invasive species” column appeared in Pen&c-

ton Western News July 7. 

Dianne Bersea 

Swamp milkweed beetle—photo by Jerry Buzzell 



 

 

www.southokanagan nature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.  Glenda and Bob work hard to try and 

keep it up to date (we do fall behind some &mes) and keep you informed as to what is going on.  This is the spot to 

go for the latest informa&on on monthly mee&ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, 

both on the home page and in the photography sec&on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her 

a few of your Okanagan Valley nature  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 
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Paul Graham got this unusual shot of a red-necked grebe at the Pen&cton Marina 

about to se!le back on her eggs.  Paul says that she had just finished turning the 

eggs over. 


