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Cover photo:  Swans are now a common sight in the South Okanagan during the winter months—both Trumpeter Swans (this pho-

to) and Tundra Swans over winter here.  Both are making a comeback in North America. Trumpeter swans (Cygnus buccinator), the 

largest North American waterfowl, were once common over most of North America but by the 1930’s were in serious decline from 

hun�ng and loss of habitat.  Since then they have made a comeback as hun�ng was banned and serious efforts at conserva�on 

were made at wildlife refuges in the US and to a lesser extent in Canada. 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo�ng its conserva�on. 

Membership:  Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen�cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Please contact any Execu�ve or director if you wish to add an item 
to the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy 
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info contact 

Charmaine Foster or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no�fy of the trip leader if you intend to par�cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi�ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou�ngs. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva�on Alliance. 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Bob Handfield, 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Lisa ScoI, 250 404 0115; ecomaIers@shaw.ca 

Past president:  

Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250  490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com 

Secretary:  Bobbi Bodden , a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Chris�ne Andersen (ex officio)  chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Myrna Bosomworth; myrnabosomworth@yahoo.ca 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Wendy Stewart  250 487 1442  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

Newsle%er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica�on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva�on CommiIee: 

 Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca 

              Gerry Gilligan  gerrygilligan@yahoo.com 

 Brian Horejsi  b2horejsi@shaw.ca   

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Wendy Stewart  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

              Alex Bodden    a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu�ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee�ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca 

Membership Secretary:  Chris�ne Andersen, chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Publicity:  Chris�ne Anderson; chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Refreshments:   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi temporarily 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 

8517 Prairie Valley Road 

Summerland BC  V0H 1Z4 

www.southokanagannature.com 
 



 

 Nov.  2017 Honker page 3 

Coming Events 

Christmas Bird Counts: 

December 17th—Pen�cton with pot-luck count-up dinner 

as usual in the United Church Hall beginning at 4:30pm with 

dinner at 5.  Even if you didn’t get out to count birds, bring a 

dish to share and get all the details of what birds are around 

in the winter. Contact Eva Durance for details and to find out 

how you can par�cipate:      edurance@vip.net 

December  23rd—Vaseux Lake  - contact Dick Cannings for 

further informa�on: dickcannings@shaw.ca 

December  30 Oliver –Osoyoos—contact  Donna Heard 778-

439-2066 dheard909@eastlink.ca for details 

Jan 3 Cawston—contact Lee Mcfadyen for details: email her 

at: mariposaorgf@hotmail.com  

 

January 25— SONC monthly mee�ng.  This is our annual 

members’ night event when you can give a mini-slide show 
of any photos you want: hiking in the Alps, viewing cac� in 

Arizona, stalking Bighorn sheep in our valley—whatever 

your photos, show some of them to your fellow club mem-
bers.  Contact Myrna Bosomworth to schedule your presen-

ta�on. (myrnabosomworth@yahoo.ca) 

Spring of 2018—SONC Nature photography contest. 

Hairy Woodpecker taken in early November along the 

Channel near the golf course.           Paul Graham 

President’s Message 

More sad news to report this month regarding past members.  

Henk Saal�nk, who with wife Johanna, were members of our 

Club for several years, passed away this month as did Olaf Hen-

ney, husband of our late secretary, Margot.  More on both of 

these gentlemen can be found elsewhere in this issue.  

Our new Club website should be going live within the next 

week to 10 days.  The address remains the same: 

southokanagannature.com but the new site has much to offer 

including search capabili�es and a vastly improved photo gal-

lery.  It will also have the capability of handling submissions for 

our nature photo contest next spring.  Bear with us if you find 

something amiss as Glenda and I are s�ll learning the intrica-

cies of building content in our new site. 

 

Over the past 15 years or so that I have been closely involved 

with the Club, we have been involved in a number of ini�a�ves 

that we can be proud of but with a few excep�ons these have 

mostly involved assis�ng other groups rather than taking on 

things ourselves.  We did produce the Okanagan Valley Birding 

Trail guide (with help from other Valley clubs) – s�ll selling well 

aPer 7 years; we produced some waterfront interpreta�ve 

signs and we contributed substan�al sums of money to assist 

other conserva�on groups (notably Nature Conservancy of 

Canada and Nature Trust of BC) in purchasing conserva�on 

lands here in the Okanagan.  Assis�ng with the Habitat Garden 

at Okanagan College is another of our on-going projects.  In 

addi�on many club members have been involved for many 

years with Meadowlark Fes�val.  Some members however (and 

I would be one of those) think that the club should take 

“ownership” of something that we can call our own, “brag” 

about in the community and be responsible for.  With the con-

struc�on of the new bird blind at Vaseux an opportunity to do 

just this has come along. This would involve the Club becoming 

a registered society, a rather simple process, and then obtain-

ing a licence of occupa�on on the Crown land that holds the 

blind.  Lisa ScoI is going to speak to this opportunity at our 

November mee�ng.   

Something in this issue that I would like to see more of is book 

reviews.  If you’ve read a good book that deal with the natural 

world in some way, write a review—doesn’t need to be long—

just a brief look at what it is and why you liked it. 

Don’t forget that the Christmas Bird Counts are coming up next 

month.  See the next door column (Coming Events) for the de-

tails. 

It’s hard to believe that 2018 is fast approaching and this year 

will soon be just a memory.  For the new year perhaps one of 

your resolu�ons could be to become more involved in your 

Club and to par�cipate more in Club ac�vi�es and finally, to get 

out and enjoy nature more oPen. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to each and every one of 

you. 

Bob Handfield 
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Nature Trust of BC—Skaha Lake Eastside 

The Nature Trust of BC is pleased to announce that the cam-

paign to purchase 35.4 hectares of Bighorn sheep habitat on 

the east side of Skaha Lake was successful and the land is 

now included with the Nature Trust’s adjoining proper�es in 

the McTaggart-Cowan/Nsk’niw’t Wildlife Management Area.  

SONC and its members were contributors to this purchase. 

Nature Trust of BC—Park Rill Creek Property, White lake 

Another Nature Trust campaign has just goIen underway 

this month— this �me to purchase addi�onal land in the 

White Lake -Twin lakes area.  An 80 acre parcel  called the 

Park Rill Creek property  situated about half-way between 

White Lake and Twin Lakes is the object of this campaign. 

The property encompasses grasslands, sagebrush steppe 

and rocky outcrops as well as riparian habitat along Park Rill. 

At our November mee�ng the Board voted to support this 

campaign with a $500 dona�on from SONC.  As with past 

campaigns, Club members can make their own dona�ons 

and we will put them all together and make a “big cheque” 

presenta�on to the Nature Trust.  Since the deadline for this 

campaign is well into the new year we will further details 

forthcoming but this property looks to be a spectacular area 

for birding with thick riparian habitat as well as drier upland 

areas. 

Conserva�on  Report  

On October 27 there was a press conference held at the 

Nk’Mip Desert Cultural Centre where it was announced that 

discussions about crea�ng a na�onal park reserve would re-

sume among the Syilx/Okanagan Na�ons and governments of 

Canada and Bri�sh Columbia.  See Doreen Olson’s ar�cle else-

where in the Honker for more details.   

By now it is old news but The City of Pen�cton has cancelled 

the agreement with Trio Marine Group to operate Skaha Mari-

na and build and operate facili�es in Skaha Park thanks to the 

uprising of Pen�cton ci�zens and the Save Skaha Park Society.   

At its recent AGM the membership of Save Skaha Park Society 

agreed to rename the society as "Protect Pen�cton Parks Soci-

ety".  The execu�ve is currently working with the City to come 

up with a plan to ensure all parks in Pen�cton will be protect-

ed from commercial development.  Having listened to the So-

ciety Execu�ves and Peter Weeber (Chief Execu�ve Officer) it's 

clear the City and PPPS are commiIed to resolving this issue 

and while there is much work to do, they are moving ever clos-

er to having a plan that will protect our parks from commercial 

exploita�on.  With an elec�on looming next year, mayor and 

council might be inclined to vote in favor of such a plan.  Stay 

tuned.  

The South Okanagan Similkameen Conserva�on Program re-

ported that “The 8th annual TD Tree Days that took place in 

Pen�cton last month was a resounding success with over 90 

volunteers lending a hand to plant some 500 shrubs. The pro-

ject was Phase 2 of the Riverside Restora�on Pro-

ject. Stretching along the west side of Riverside Drive, River-

side Park is a hub of recrea�onal ac�vity in the summer 

months but it also contains an essen�al wetland habitat. In an 

effort to enhance the park and create an effec�ve buffer zone 

to protect the wetland, restora�on has been taking place over 

the past two years. “  Kudos to Allan Garland, Margaret Holm 

and all other SONC members who volunteered to help. 

Sincere thanks also go out to the volunteers who helped main-

tain our Habitat Garden at Okanagan College.  Marlene Hikichi 

sent us reminders and was a regular par�cipant as was Anne 

Cossen�ne.  Other members who helped when they could 

were:  Myrna Bosomworth, Jim Ginns, Alan Garland, and John 

Lewall.  Jim Bryan showed up occasionally as did Bob & Maggie 

Handfield.   Jim apologizes to any member whose name was 

missed.   

If you have a conserva�on issue in need of inves�ga�on or 

ac�on, please join us or tell one of us (Gerry Gilligan, Brian 

Horejsi, Jim Turnbull, or Jim Bryan) about the issue.   

Jim Bryan and Gerry Gilligan 

Henk Saal�nk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henk passed away peacefully over the Remembrance Day 

weekend at the age of 94. Although Henk and his wife Johanna 

were members of SONC for only a few years aPer “re�ring” to 

the Okanagan, Henk had  a big impact on conserva�on in the 

Fraser Valley. He and Johanna were instrumental in the for-

ma�on of the Abbotsford Mission Nature Club where he served 

as president for many years. Both Henk and Johanna were in-

ducted into the Order of Abbotsford by the City in recogni�on 

of their contribu�ons to conserva�on and community steward-

ship.  For over fiPy years Henk worked as a consul�ng engineer 

on na�onal and interna�onal water development projects. 

Henk was passionate about the need for society to change its 

ways in order for civiliza�on and nature to coexist.  He wrote 

long leIers to the Federal Government about this and was al-

ways happy to bend your ear.  

A reminder from the editor that the o&en spectacular photos 

you see in the Honker are all taken by Club members and are 

even more spectacular when viewed on our website in full 

colour.  Photos are always welcome so send some of yours in 

next issue. 
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Book Review: Hugh Aldersey-Williams (2016) The Tide: The 

Science and Stories Behind the Greatest Force on Earth. 

W.W. Norton & Co., New York, London. 

Every once in a while I pick up a book which really grabs me. 

I picked this one up at the Pen�cton Public Library on the 

“New nonfic�on” shelf. “Hmm,” I thought. “This looks like it 

could be interes�ng.” It was! 

What makes me rave about a book like this. It is technical, 

without being overwhelming. Having read it, I understand 

much more than I did about what makes and controls the 

�des, about how �de tables are calculated (and why these 

calcula�ons are oPen confounded), about things like eddies, 

�dal bores, the Maelstrom, and many other topics. No, I did 

not totally understand all the calcula�ons which go into 

these topics but at least I have a good no�on of what they 

are. Finally, the author’s prose, his wri�ng style, is exquisite. 

A pleasure to read. 

Aldersey-Williams lives in Norfolk and the focus is on the 

English coast, without that geYng in the way, as he cites 

examples in the Mediterranean, the Bal�c, the Bay of Fundy 

(of course), Norway, California, and beyond. As well as the 

more technical sec�ons, he also visits places to observe and 

record what’s going on there. He delves into the records and 

into literature and art for insights, and shares them in such a 

way and to inform and enlighten the reader. 

Plato thought “�des were the remnant eddies of ouZlows of 

rivers into the sea.” Aristotle disagreed but (legend has it) 

suicided because he could not figure out the �dal peculiari-

�es of the Euripus Strait. Had they asked coastal sailors, they 

might have learned that the strength of the spring �des is 

related to the phases of the moon. Galileo (once he had con-

vinced himself that the earth moved) thought the �des rep-

resented the waters sloshing due to this movement. 

(Strangely, Galileo did not take the moon into account.)  

Part of the problem with these accounts is that �des in the 

Mediterranean are not very extensive and, in many places, 

the Med can be considered to be �de-less. In contrast, the 

English coast has quite incredible �des. Tides influenced Jul-

ius Caesar’s invasion of Britannia in in 54BCE. The Venerable 

Bede (8
th

 century) speculated on the influence of the moon 

and sun on the �des in northern England. Sir Isaac Newton 

married his theory of gravita�on to the �dal rhythms, bully-

ing the Astronomer Royal, John Flamsteed, for his celes�al 

observa�ons as evidence for his theories. 

George Darwin, son of Charles, studied and put together 

observa�ons and provided analyses for the prac�cal prepa-

ra�on of �de tables and came up with well over 30 influenc-

ing factors. William Thomson designed a machine in 1872 

taking into account up to 10 of these factors (and sold these 

machines overseas). One of them was used to predict the 

Normandy �des in planning the landings on D-Day, 1944. 

Interspersed among these more technical sec�ons are other 

more personal observa�ons, such as his recording of a full 

�dal sequence, high water to low water and back to high 

water, along a �dal marsh in Blakeney, Norfolk; examining  

�dal power projects and the �dal bore in the Bay of Fundy; 

checking out �dal barrages planned and under construc�on to 

protect Venice; “mud-larking” at low �de along the Thames at 

Greenwich; walking the inter�dal area at Morecambe Bay, Lan-

cashire (a public footpath only exposed at low �de), etc. 

What a good book this is! If I must be cri�cal about something, 

it is that a few more and beIer chosen (and labelled) illustra-

�ons would have helped in some places. This bit of carping not-

withstanding, The Tide stands as one of the most outstanding 

books I have read in recent years. 

Jerry Buzzell 

Olaf Henny 

I was asked by the GRANDMOTHERS FOR AFRICA to forward 

the news that Olaf Henny died 3 weeks ago. As with Margot 

there was no service. 

Many of you  never knew Olaf, but he was the quiet one 

always at her side. He had a profound hearing loss & she 

was his ears & she was his life. Their love for each other was 

very up front in a very caring way. They shared a  very inter-

es�ng career  working for the United Na�ons then aPer 

re�rement  travelled the world gathering items for sale for 

the benefit of the Stephen Lewis Founda�on. 

Charmaine Foster 
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Tiger Salamander Research in the White Lake Basin 

By Hannah Butcher, Project Biologist with Thompson 

Rivers University  

The �ger salamander (Ambystoma +grinum) is a very elusive, 

beau�fully marked amphibian species that inhabits the 

southern Okanagan region. Within its limited range, the vital 

habitat of the �ger salamander is threatened by many con-

tribu�ng factors such as the altera�on and fragmenta�on of 

their habitat through urban and agricultural development. It 

is es�mated that as much as half of the riparian habitat in the 

south Okanagan has been lost in the last 50 years due to de-

velopment (Cannings et al. 1999). Other key causes behind 

this species decline are degrada�on of their aqua�c habitat 

due to livestock grazing and road mortality during seasonal 

migra�ons. As a result of these threats, the species is red-

listed in the province and is designated as endangered by 

COSEWIC.  

In the south Okanagan, the White Lake Basin contains cri�cal 

habitat for many listed rep�le and amphibian species like the 

�ger salamander. It also straddles a major transporta�on 

corridor that intersects essen�al aqua�c breeding and terres-

trial habitats for amphibians. An on-going study conducted 

by Thompson Rivers University aims to beIer understand the 

effects of road mortality on the local rep�le and amphibian 

popula�ons within the Basin. As part of the research, we 

focused on the life stage of the salamander when it under-

goes metamorphosis, transi�oning from water-breathing 

larvae to the air-breathing adults. In the early summer, we 

monitored the salamander’s larval development and con-

firmed presence in their aqua�c habitat using methods such 

as dip-neYng, visual observa�ons and the use of baited G-

traps. This year, the high levels of precipita�on in the spring 

meant that water levels of habitats like White Lake remained 

quite high in comparison to other years and allowed for con-

sistent breeding into late summer.  

Salamander “metamorph” emergence was successfully ob-

served from one of the smaller water bodies adjacent to the 

main road but only one animal was documented emerging 

from White Lake. We cannot confidently conclude the cause 

of this. During rainfall events in the late summer of this year, 

we iden�fied 25 metamorph carcasses on the road as a result 

of vehicle collisions. During one emergence event, we suc-

cessfully moved over 50 metamorphs off the road and out of 

harms way! By documen�ng “hot-spots” of mortali�es in 

associated with specific environmental condi�ons, we are 

able to gain a beIer insight into what management tech-

niques are best suited for the conserva�on of this important 

amphibian species.  

 

Cannings, S.G., L.R. Ramsay, D.F. Fraser, and M.A. Fraker. 

1999. Rare amphibians, rep�les, and mammals of Bri�sh Co-

lumbia. B.C. Min. Environ., Lands and Parks, Wildl. Br. and 

Resour. Inv. Br., Victoria, B.C. 198 p. 

Tiger salamander in its larval aqua�c life stage captured using a 

G-trap.  Note the elongated gills.  Photos by Hannah Butcher 

Adult salamander in its terrestrial stage  

Tundra Swan by Paul graham 
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   The  Heavens 

This winter the evening sky is uIerly devoid of planets.  All 

planetary ac�on is confined to  the morning sky just before 

dawn, with Mars and Jupiter engaged in a prolonged dance, 

chaperoned by the bright star Spica. 

As November gives way to December, Mars can be seen low 

in the south-east sky as darkness fades in the early morning, 

with the bright blue star Spica to its right.  In contrast to Spi-

ca, Mars has a reddish colour, and is not as bright as the star. 

Through December Mars abandons its chaperone and heads 

toward Jupiter, who is emerging from the morning twi-

light.  By mid-month the three of them form a line low in the 

south-east, Jupiter - Mars - Spica from leP to right, and by 

the end of the month Mars will be geYng close to  Jupiter 

with Spica leP to itself low in the southern sky.  Jupiter is 

very bright, brighter than any of the stars, and in contrast to 

both Mars and Spica is yellow in colour. 

Mars will con�nue to approach, and then pass, Jupiter early 

next year  .  .  .  by mid January it will be on the other side of 

Jupiter, i.e. Mars to the leP of Jupiter . The two will appear 

closest  (a planetary conjunc�on ! ) on January 7. 

By the end of January, Jupiter will dominate the morning sky 

just before dawn, siYng low in the  south and brighter than 

anything else around.  Mars will be some distance to his leP, 

rela�vely faint in comparison.  Spica, removed from that 

scene altogether by then, will be seen low in the south-

west.  The bright star Antares, red like Mars and about as 

bright (their similar appearance  gave Antares its name, 

which means “the rival of Mars”, Ares being the Greek name 

for the Roman god Mars) will appear a short distance below-

leP of the planet.  That will be a good �me to check for your-

self the idea that a planet shines with a steadier light than 

does a star. 

For evening entertainment, the lack of planets leaves you to 

concentrate on the stars.  It’s too  early in the season for the 

spectacular stars of Orion (unless you want to hang around 

un�l  quite late in the evening), but the Summer Triangle is 

s�ll prominent.  The constella�on Delphinus lives just to the 

leP of the Triangle and is worth a quick look. 

Despite its name, the Summer Triangle covers a huge swath 

of the south-west sky in the early evening as we move into 

winter.  Of the three stars marking that giant triangle, bright 

blue  Deneb is almost overhead, with the equally bright and 

blue Vega some distance below it in the west.  The third star, 

yellowish Altair, appears lower s�ll, about midway up the 

sky in the south-west.  This is illustrated in the picture, in 

which can be seen, as well as those three stars — two fainter 

ones on either side of Altair making a pointer to Vega; — a 

large diamond which outlines the lyre of Orpheus suspended 

to the leP of Vega; — the Northern Cross (aka Cygnus) hang-

ing from Deneb. 

Above Altair, and to the leP, a small diamond shape of stars 

outlines the body of Delphinus, the dolphin, with a single 

star a short distance below marking the tail. None of these             

stars are bright,  and the whole constella�on is quite 

small .  .  .  not spectacular at all, but a very appealing 

liIle group of stars.  Two stories in Greek mythology feature 

this dolphin.  In one it saved the poet Arion when the crew of 

his ship mu�nied, and in the other it was the dolphin sent by 

Poseidon to find Amphitrite, the Nereid he wished to marry, a 

venture which ended happily for all of them. 

Chris Purton 

 A great swath of the south-west sky featuring the Summer 

Triangle with its three stars marked by small circles: Deneb 

at top, Vega to right, Altair at boIom.  Constella�on Delphi-

nus is indicated by an arrow.  Credit: Caroline Wallace. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye.  Photo by Paul Graham 



 

 

Na�onal Park Reserve establishment process launched for 

B.C.’s endangered grasslands 

On Friday, October 27, 2017, naturalists and other supporters 

welcomed the joint announcement from the Okanagan Na�on 

Alliance, the federal government, and the B.C. government, 

outlining a new path towards the crea�on of a Na�onal Park 

Reserve in the South Okanagan -Similkameen. 

It was encouraging that all three governments had been able 

to come to an enthusias�c agreement bringing us to this point 

where we are actually going to make this park happen.  Their 

commitment to advancing the establishment process rein-

forced how important it is to create this park.  Not only is this 

important to us in the South Okanagan – Similkameen it is our 

giP to protect globally declining grasslands.   Locally it will help 

North America’s grassland species to adapt to a changing cli-

mate and an evolving landscape.  

Chief Clarence Louie hosted the announcement which was 

held at the Nk’Mip Desert Cultural Centre in Osoyoos.  He said 

that his first job was at Kootenay Na�onal Park and he remi-

nisced how much he loved that job.  He talked about how the 

nsyilxcən language was endangered and how it will be a part of 

the new park reserve. 

No men�on was made about where the park boundaries will 

be but SOSNPN supports the decision to nego�ate a bigger, 

beIer park, and strongly urges the inclusion of cri�cal areas 

around Mt. Kobau/Txasqin in park establishment nego�a�ons, 

in addi�on to lands in the White Lake Basin/Akspaqmix and 

the Chopaka, Kilpoola/Nkl’pula?xw grasslands near the US bor-

der as well as SpoIed Lake/Killilx. These areas are all incredibly 

important for biodiversity and habitat connec�vity across the 

broader landscape, par�cularly in light of an�cipated pressures 

due to a changing climate.    

Here are the highlights of the announcement: 

• A na�onal park reserve will be created. 

• It will be a na�onal park reserve, under the Na�onal Parks 

Act. 

• All three governments are fully commiIed. 

• Park establishment announcement will move quickly and 

could be expected within 2 years. 

• The park reserve will be important for both ecological pro-

tec�on and the regional economy. 

• The management of the NPR will be under a co-

management model — similar to or a varia�on of Gwaii Haa-

nas. 

• The future nego�a�on process will be built from the two 

previous feasibility studies. These feasibility studies (Federal/

Provincial and First Na�ons) are the baselines for moving for-

ward. 

• Osoyoos Indian Band and the Lower Similkameen Indian 

Band are the two bands that will lead for the ONA. 

• All areas will be treated equally under the Na�onal Parks 

Act. 

• Ecological integrity is paramount. 

• Connec�vity is important across the landscape. 

Now we look forward to engaging with governments, local 

communi�es, and people across Canada to help ensure that we 

are leaving a las�ng legacy in these grasslands for future gener-

a�ons to experience and enjoy as we have. 

Many thanks go to all club members who have volunteered, 

wriIen leIers and supported the park in so many ways over 

the past 15 years to get us to this point.  Our work is not fin-

ished yet, but we are well on our way and the reward will be 

enduring. 

Doreen Olson 

To view the announcement here is a link:  hIps://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1lwtDab31A  

From the leP, BC Minister of Environment, George Heyman, 

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, Federal Environment Minister  

Catherine McKenna, Pen�cton IB Chief  Chand Eneas, Osoyoos 

Chief Clarence Louie and Keith Crow. 

Hooded Merganser, photo by Paul Graham. 
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Invasive Squirrels 
For most people, the term ‘invasive species’ evokes a vision of 

something horrible. An invasive species can take over a habitat, 

destroy the environment and compete with na�ve plants and 

animals in its path. But what if the invader is furry. And cute. 

Therein lays the issue with invasive squirrels. At least one of the 

issues. 

There are two invasive squirrel species in the Okanagan: Eastern 

Grey and Eastern Fox Squirrels.  

The Fox Squirrel first arrived in BC in the 1980's in Osoyoos, 

probably from an introduced popula�on in Okanagon County in 

Washington. It is now found north to Okanagan Falls. It is na�ve 

to eastern North America where it is found in the eastern states 

(excluding New England) west to Colorado and Texas, and in 

Canada (southern Manitoba and southwestern Ontario). The 

Fox Squirrel is found in a variety of habitats, but oPen in forest 

patches with an open understorey. In the Okanagan, it is found 

in urban areas, orchards and open forests. 

While not new to BC, Eastern Grey Squirrel has only recently 

made its way to BC’s Southern Interior. In the early 1900s, a 

small number of these squirrels were released in Stanley Park, 

where they are now a thriving resident. Na�ve to central and 

eastern North America, the squirrels take up residence in the 

deciduous woodlands of the Lower Mainland and Vancouver 

Island.  

The Eastern Grey Squirrel tends to dominate the headlines, pre-

sumably due to its rapid spread. As noted in a recent ar�cle in 

the Kelowna Capital News, Thompson Rivers University profes-

sor Karl Larsen warned Okanagan municipali�es and the prov-

ince about the poten�al impacts caused by invasive Eastern 

Grey Squirrels five years ago. At that �me, reports of this spe-

cies were uncommon with none from the South Okanagan. Fast 

forward to today when reports of these squirrels regularly come 

from landowners and city parks staff, from Pen�cton through to 

Vernon. 

So what’s the problem? These invasive squirrels have some big 

ecological impacts. They deplete popula�ons of na�ve squirrels 

through compe��on and disease, and displace na�ve birds of 

their nes�ng habitat, ea�ng the birds’ eggs and nestlings. They 

also compete with na�ve rodents. Interes�ng, the Eastern Grey 

Squirrel is ranked by the Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG) 

as one of the Top 100 Invasive Species in the world. 

Eastern Grey Squirrels are iden�fiable by their dark to pale grey 

backs that may be brushed with cinnamon on hips, feet, and 

head. Ears are buff to grey to white, and its tail is white to pale 

grey. Grey squirrels have a melanis�c (black) colour phase, 

which gives rise to the mistaken belief that they are two differ-

ent species. The larger Eastern Fox Squirrel has a long, bushy 

tail and variable coloura�on. However, the common name 'fox 

squirrel' refers to the yellowish-red, fox-like colour that is com-

mon in this species. 

Unfortunately, Karl Larsen informs us that without a concerted 

‘top down’ ac�on plan for controlling the Eastern Grey Squirrel, 

he feels there is liIle that can be done. To prevent their spread, 

landowners can consider the following measures:  

 

*Don’t feed or relocate squirrels 

*Keep all compost, garbage and pet food covered 

*Use squirrel-proof bird feeders 

 

For further informa+on on invasive species go to our website: 

www.oasiss.ca  

Facebook page h�ps://www.facebook.com/

invasivespeciessociety 

 or contact the Program Manager for the Okanagan-

Similkameen, Lisa Sco�, at 250-404-0115 or oasiss@shaw.ca 

Lisa Sco% 

Eastern Grey Squirrel—black phase.  Photo courtesy of  Carli 

Berry—Capital News 

White-throated sparrow.   The beak looks odd because it is 

holding a sunflower seed.        Photo by Bob Handfield 
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www.southokanagan nature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.  Our new website—with the  same ad-

dress—should be going live in the next week. Or so. The new site allows us to do more once Glenda and I have mas-

tered all the details.  One of the new features—a much improved photo gallery and when you scroll over the pho-

tos the photographer’s name shows.  As before our site has all the latest informa�on on monthly mee�ngs, etc.  

Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the photography sec�on.  

She is always looking for new photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley nature  photos and let 

other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica�on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC,  8517 Prairie Valley Rd, Summerland BC V0H 1Z4 

Individual………………$32 per year                       Family …………………$43 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining aPer February 1st  please contact the membership secretary first. 
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Deidre Turnbull took this photo of a Ruffed grouse puYng on a display in her backyard last month. 


