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A Common Merganser about to have lunch.
Photo by Paul Graham
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South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club
PO Box 23050, Pen cton BC V2A 8L7
Website: h<p://southokanagannature.com
Mission Statement:
To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo ng its conserva on.
Membership: Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31)
Monthly mee ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from September through May (except December) at 7PM in the
basement hall of the Pen cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coﬀee mug. New
members always welcome.
Board mee ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month. Please contact any Execu ve or director if you wish to add an item to
the agenda.
Our birding, wildﬂower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner
of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM). Be prepared to car pool. Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes. Bring a lunch and dress for the weather. Everyone welcome. For more info contact
Charmaine Foster or Joyce Hoglund or check out the birding page on the website.
Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight. Check the website for details.
Please no fy of the trip leader if you intend to par cipate. Dress for the prevailing weather condi ons, wear appropriate footwear,
bring a lunch and drinking water. Pets are not appropriate for ﬁeld trips or Thursday ou ngs.
SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is aﬃliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva on Alliance.

Execu ve Oﬃcers:

Coordinators/Representa ves:

President: Bob Handﬁeld, 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca

Vice-president: Lisa Sco<, 250 404 0115; ecoma<ers@shaw.ca

Conserva on Commi<ee:

Past president:
Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250 490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com
Secretary: Margot Henny 250 487 2148; mhenny@shaw.ca

Directors:

Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca
Merle Kindred mekindred@gmail.com
Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors)
BC Nature Rep: Joyce Hoglund, 250 492 0512; joyceh21@shaw.ca
Field Trips:

Chris ne Andersen (ex oﬃcio) chrisko8517@gmail.com

Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143; grbuzzell@gmail.com

Mits Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@vip.net

Pam Krannitz 778 476 0222; pamgkrannitz@gmail.com
Doreen Olson 250 497 6889; threegates@shaw.ca
Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com

Honker Editor: Bob Handﬁeld; (for contacts see Execu ve)
Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca
Mee ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca
Membership Secretary: Chris ne Andersen, chrisko8517@gmail.com

Newsle%er Submission Dates:

Publicity: Mits Hikichi; mhikichi@shaw.ca

Please submit material for publica on by the 15th of January, March,
June, September and November. Any item relevant to the Club is
welcome as are photos taken by club members.

Refreshments: Jean Brosseok; 250 492 4588; jeanbrosseok@shaw.ca
Jim Shaver (see Directors for contacts)
S Okanagan Habitat Garden: Joyce Hoglund (see above)
Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above)

Cover photo: The Common Merganser, Mergus merganser, is a common sight in the Okanagan Valley, especially in the winter.
These birds breed across the en re northern por on of North America from central Alaska to Labrador, but staying south of the
tree line. In the winter they migrate as far south as northern Mexico although they tend to stay as far north as there is open fresh
water. They are uncommon on salt water. The colour of the breeding plumage male is striking with a black back contrasted with a
bright white belly and neck and an iridescent green head coupled with a bright orange bill. Hard to confuse with any other duck.
The adult female is known for its orangish-brown “Phyllis Diller” hair-do.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.
Happy New Year to all SONC members. I and the other Board
members wish each and every one of you all the best for 2016!
I know many of you will ﬁnd this hard to believe but aPer
wri ng so many “President’s messages” over the past nine
years or so (admi<edly with a few breaks) I think I’m running
out of things to say without repea ng myself. But somebody
has to ﬁll this space so here goes.
Before touching on anything else I want to thank Margot Henny for agreeing to become our new secretary. As most of you
know, Margot is quite a traveller but since that is true of many
club members I’m sure we’ll manage to work around her absences. Incidentally, she’ll be telling us about some of her travels at the February mee ng.
I would like to comment on the state of our Club, which I’m
happy to report is in very good shape both ﬁnancially and with
respect to membership. Our membership secretary reports we
have 103 members (46 single, 27 family and 3 associate). Without doing a lot of digging into the membership records over the
past 15 or 20 years we can’t say this is a record number but I
think it is deﬁnitely a good result. Our treasurer also reports
that we are in good shape with about $8500 in our bank account. Of course this me of year is when we have to remit the
Club dues to BC Nature (about $1300) so that amount is not all
available to us for fun and games but nevertheless we have
enough in the piggy bank to take ac on if and when an opportunity presents itself. I think the Board is unanimous in thinking that we should be fairly s ngy with our money un l such
me as there is a pressing need for us to help out with some
worthy cause.
One area where I think we could use some improvement is in
how many members par cipate in club ac vi es. Our ﬁeld
trips commi<ee goes to considerable work organizing an interes ng array of ac vi es over the year but more than once,
trips have had to be cancelled or curtailed through lack of parcipa on. I know we all lead busy lives, oPen mes being involved in ac vi es directly related to saving or enhancing our
natural environment. It is not easy to par cipate in everything
and I am deﬁnitely guilty of missing club ac vi es because I’m
too red or too busy. Nevertheless, if you can ﬁnd me this
year to par cipate in at least one or two club ou ngs, I’m sure
you’ll ﬁnd it rewarding.
In the November issue we featured an ar cle about a proposal
to set up an RDOS conserva on fund which would get its money from a levy on all proper es in the district. Since then, a
vote by the RDOS Board to fund a referendum on the ma<er
failed (it was a e vote). I’ve been informed by a Board member that for this to proceed the proponents must show the
Board there is a reasonable amount of support for such a proposal. I’m sure we will be hearing more on this ma<er.
Bob Handﬁeld

Coming Events
Thursday, February 25. Visi ng Rajasthan, Kerala and South
Goa, India
Club member Margot Henny will share a small slide show of
her recent 2-month trip visi ng Rajasthan, Kerala and South
Goa, India. It was an interes ng experience. 20k from the
Pakistani border, being advised that an armed force member
had just been sent home in two pieces with his head cut oﬀ,
they decided it best to turn back. She had fun enac ng a
childhood fairy tale by staying in the top turret of Jaisalmer
Fort, built in 1156 deep in the Thar desert – a scene of many
ba<les. With over 22 million people in Delhi alone – the
varying faiths with diﬀering sects that layered and layered
again and again – and with the language changing and the
tangible history – together with the various usages of animals
and birds - it was a constant eye opener.
Thursday, March 24. Our Shared Backyard: Rare and Special Places of the South Okanagan-Similkameen.
Join club member, ar st and illustrator Dianne Bersea for
excep onal photo images of Our Shared Backyard and the
story behind the book proposal, Ar sts Celebrate a Na onal
Treasure. Dianne will share how this project is inspired by
the 2012 Raincoast at Risk book and exhibit that brought ﬁPy
established BC ar sts together in an exci ng explora on of
BC’s endangered central coast. Discussion and ques ons
welcome!
Thursday, April 28. The Western Painted Turtle in the Fraser Valley: The Trials, Tribula ons, and Recovery of BC's
Only Freshwater Turtle.
Discover the gene c diversity of Painted Turtle popula ons,
their life history and unique traits as well as the risks to their
habitats and survival in the context of the South Coast popula ons. Biologist Andrea Gielens, who is based in Aldergrove,
will tell us about invasive species threatening these turtles’
habitats, how to iden fy them and what is being done to
limit their impact. She will also introduce us to some representa ve ambassador animals.
h<ps://www.facebook.com/paintedturtleproject?fref=ts
Thursday, May 26. The Ants of Bri sh Columbia: Ecological
Giants Shadowed by Invasives
Ants are one of the most successful groups of animals on the
planet. While only approximately 15,000 species have been
described, making them a species diversity lightweight within
the insects, they contribute more biomass to most ecosystems than any other animal group. The social behaviour of
ants is truly fascina ng, ranging from weakly social species
that feed on the blood of their own young to highly organized slave takers, farmers and ranchers. Here Entomologist
Dr. Rob Higgins will look at some of this diversity in Bri sh
Columbia and also take a look at new arrivals that are overshadowing this group, the ﬁre ants.
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Conserva on Commi%ee Report
We received a reply to our le<er of July 8 in which we advocated that BC reconsider the decision to withdraw from the Naonal Park Study process. Although we wrote to Premier Clark,
the reply was sent on her behalf by Shirley Bond, Minister of
Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training, and Labour. The le<er lacked
detail, in that it made no men on of the Na onal Park proposal contained in Minister Polak's Inten ons paper. However
the le<er did state that SONC will be among the groups involved with further discussions about land and resource management in the South Okanagan. We will be considering what,
if any, response SONC should make to the le<er from Minister
Bond. We are expec ng informa on about public feedback on
Minister Polak’s Inten ons Paper in the near future.

charitable status legisla on, so any dona ons are deduc ble
from income tax.
If you have a conserva on issue in need of inves ga on or
ac on, please join our commi<ee or tell one of us (Merle Kindred, Jim Turnbull, or Jim Bryan) about the issue.
Jim Bryan, Chair Conserva on Commi%ee

The AGM for OSCA (Okanagan Similkameen Conserva on Alliance) was held in mid December and several SONC members
a<ended. The draP minutes will be posted at our January
mee ng and por ons of the minutes summarized here. As
many of you will already know, OSCA organizes the Meadowlark
Fes val each year. Indeed, OSCA’s mission is to promote environmental awareness in the South Okanagan Similkameen. The
2015 Meadowlark Fes val was a success from both an educaonal and a ﬁnancial point of view.
Apart from Meadowlark, several other outreach (public educaon/informa on) ac vi es were conducted in 2015 as reported
at the AGM by Margaret Holm who is Outreach Coordinator for
OSCA. Ecostudies programs were presented to many classes in
several schools in our districts. The ecostudies programs involved two topics: Sockeye Salmon Enhancement in Okanagan
River and Animals in Winter. Both topics had ﬁeld trips as well
as more conven onal presenta ons to these classes. Habitat
Management Seminars were presented by OSCA to four diﬀerent audiences: realtors, builders, home owners, and farmers.
OSCA also helped conduct public mee ngs about proper operaon of Oﬀ-Road Vehicle to prevent damage to our ecosystems
here in the South Okanagan Similkameen.

American Kestrel

Photo by Paul Graham

Tanya Luszcz obtained funds from Environment Canada to develop a program for educa ng Grade 4 students about birds.
She made classroom presenta ons and also arranged ﬁeld trips
to the Vaseux Lake Banding sta on.
Bryn White described her proposal to the Regional District of
Okanagan Similkameen that they do as other regional districts
which collect a small tax levy ($10-20/property/year) used by
the local government to acquire land for park or conserva on.
The Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen is interested in
the idea and will probably hold public mee ngs to assess the
interest in and public acceptability of such a levy on local property owners.
As many of you already know, OSCA needs naturalists as volunteers to help with ac vi es such as the Meadowlark Fes val.
This year’s Meadowlark Fes val will be held as usual over the
Victoria Day weekend (May 19-23), and volunteers will be needed to help with many aspects of the event. OSCA also needs
money to conduct its important conserva on and educa on
work. OSCA is registered under the Canada Revenue Agency’s
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Alpine Lewisia, Lewisia pygmaea is one of 19 species of
Lewisia found in North America. It is much rarer than the
common bi<erroot, generally being found only at higher
eleva ons such as this plant photographed by Deirdre
Turnbull on Apex Mountain.

The Heavens
In early February, magniﬁcent Orion stands proudly above the
mountains in the south-east as darkness falls. Not exactly ver cally, but proudly, the three bright stars of his belt point downward to the leP at brilliant blue Sirius, the Dog Star, as it struggles to come into view.

16,500 km at present. The photograph shows what it looked
like late last year, as seen through a large telescope. A similar
feature was seen on Jupiter in the late 1600s, visible for
about 50 years. It seems these giant storms come and go,
but last considerably longer than do ours.
Chris Purton

Those same three stars point upward to the right at orange Aldebaran, the eye of the Bull which is charging down on Orion. To the right of Aldebaran is a small V-shaped collec on of
stars forming the face of the Bull. Those stars, the Hyades, are a
true cluster, grouped together out in space 150 light years from
here. They received honourable (although somewhat foreboding) men on in Tennyson’s poem ``Ulysses’’.
On February 15 the ﬁrst-quarter Moon will appear smack dab in
the middle of the Hyades. Binoculars or spoXng `scope would
bring out the stars around the Moon on that occasion, providing an ideal opportunity to see the mo on of the Moon as it
glides silently eastward among the stars. The mo on becomes
obvious aPer watching for just a short me . . . the quarter
Moon moves its own width, rela ve to the stars, every half
hour.
There are no planets visible in the early evening, at least not
during the ﬁrst part of February. Jupiter will grace us with his
presence about 9 o’clock, coming into view above the mountains in the east. He makes his appearance a li<le earlier each
night, and by the end of February will rise about 7
o’clock. Jupiter is in ``opposi on’’ on March 8, directly opposite
the Sun in the sky, rising as the Sun sets and visible all night as
he slides across the sky to the west. Jupiter will be the main
feature of the evening sky. In the late evening during February,
and any me of night aPer that, he will be very prominent in the
southern sky. During all this me the constella on of Leo will
be to his right and above, and Virgo to his leP and below. Jupiter is brighter than any of the true stars in the night sky, and
shines with a steadier light than do the stars, because it has a
discernible size rather than being a point of light. Not discernible to the eye, but even a modest sized telescope will show it as
a disc, whereas stars always appear as twinkling points no
ma<er what size telescope is used.

Jupiter and the Great Red Spot: photo from Hubble Space Telescope.

The disc of Jupiter, as seen through a small telescope, appears
crossed with bands that delineate the structure of the clouds
that surround the giant planet. A famous part of the cloud
structure is an oval feature, currently about a tenth the size of
the planet, known as the Great Red Spot. It has been a prominent and reliable feature of Jupiter’s atmosphere for about 200
years, a long-lived giant storm, although high-pressure rather
than the low-pressure storms that we have. And giant indeed!
— considerably larger than the en re Earth. It is carried along
by the rota on of the planet, as is the rest of Jupiter’s atmosphere, cycling round to the far side and back every ten
hours. So some mes you’ll see it, and some mes you won’t.
But Jupiter’s Great Red Spot is fading, and may not be with us
much longer. FiPy years ago it was described as `brick red’,
compared with `very light salmon pink’ in modern mes, and
its long dimension of 41,000 km in the 1800s has shrunk to
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This photo of a young moose is proof that Deirdre sees
more than chipmunks and co<ontails on their property.
See story on page 6.
Photo by Deirdre Turnbull

A Mountain Ash Community in Fall & Winter
The passage of the seasons sees a variety of wildlife moving
through our country garden. In Fall, when the Mountain Ash
is full of scarlet berries, occasional small ﬂocks of Bohemian
Waxwings swoop down to the tree for a quick feed, un l
something spooks them, and they zoom away again just as
suddenly. Robins love the berries, and some years they eat
virtually every last one. Before that, however, there is oPen
a Pileated Woodpecker trying to reach the pendulous bunches of berries, and having real diﬃculty ﬁnding one of the slender branches that will support its weight. A Townsend's Solitaire regularly arrives, as do two or three Ruﬀed Grouse. A
Yellow-pine Chipmunk likes to glean under the tree, but
spends more of its me in our tomato patch!
Visitors not quite so welcome are the bears, who are also
interested in the berries. Once a bear gets a taste for them,
it will come back day aPer day. One year, a bear climbed into
the tree and broke several branches. It was quite a sobering
sight to see it take a 2cm branch in its jaws and break it, in
order to pull the berries closer. Since then, largely to protect
our tree, we have tried to remove most of the lower berries
before the bears come through & get a<racted to them.

Pileated woodpecker in Mountain Ash tree

As soon as the bears are hiberna ng, we put out the birdfeeder & hang it in the Mountain Ash. Several Black-capped
Chickadees, Mountain Chickadees and Red-breasted Nuthatches arrive, with occasional American Goldﬁnches & Pine
Siskins. Some mes we are lucky enough to see some Pine
Grosbeaks in the tree, and a small ﬂock of Common Redpolls
gleaning underneath. Another visitor to the feeder is a
Northern Flying Squirrel who likes to sit on the feeder tray at
night and eat any seeds that the birds have leP.
With the arrival of Winter, our faithful chickadees & nuthatches remain, some mes joined for a few days by a Steller's Jay. The jay, of course, is interested in the sunﬂower
seeds, and it is fun to watch it trying to ﬁgure out how to get
them out of the tube-feeder, while sliding around on the
snow-covered branches. Its latest technique is to ﬂy hard
against the feeder, thus causing it to swing and eject a few
seeds onto the ground.

Yellow-pine chipmunk ea ng one of Deirdre’s tomatoes.

Our local Red Squirrels love the birdfeeder too, and li<le by
li<le they learn how to access it. First they have to learn how
to actually get down to the li<le tray at the bo<om of the
feeder. When they manage that, they try to get their muzzle
into the food ports, but the ports are too small. It took our
latest squirrel about 24 hours to ﬁgure out it could use its
paw to extract the seeds. The tenacity of the animals is very
impressive, as indeed they must be really hungry with so
much snow on the ground.
Deirdre Turnbull

Accompanying photos by Deirdre Turnbull

Nutall’s Co<ontail Rabbit.
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www.southokanagan nature.com
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so. Glenda and Bob work hard to try and
keep it up to date (we do fall behind some mes) and keep you informed as to what is going on. This is the spot to
go for the latest informa on on monthly mee ngs, etc. Glenda has been working on changing the photographs,
both on the home page and in the photography sec on. She is always looking for new photos so why not send her
a few of your Okanagan Valley nature photos and let other Club members have a look at your work.

A pair of Hooded Mergansers captured by Paul Graham

Membership Applica on / Renewal Form
Mail form to SONC, PO Box 23050, Pen cton BC V2A 8L7
Individual………………$30 per year

Family …………………$40 per year

Date:…………………………………..
Name(s):____________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Email address:_______________________________________________________________
Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________
The membership year is September to August; if joining aPer April please contact the membership secretary ﬁrst.
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