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South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club
Mailing Address: PO Box 23050, Penticton, BC, V2ZA 8L7
Website: hitp://southokanagannature.com

Mission Statement:

“To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural word of B.C. and for promoting its

conservation”

Membership: $30 Individual$40 Family (vearly - September to August)

o Indoor meetings arc held on the 4th Thursday of the month, September o May (except for December) at 7:30
P m the basement of the Penticton United Church, 696 Main Street { blue church on the comer of Main &
Eckhardt). Please bring your own coflee mug ---— New members always welcome,

® Fxecutive meetings are held on the 3nd Wednesday of the month, Please contact any Executive member if

you wish to add an tem w the agenda.

o Qur birding, wildilower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry
Lane Mall {north of Warren Ave. and east of Atkinson St.) at 9:00 AM. Be prepared to car pool and offer a
donation to the driver (see elsewhere m this issue). Trps range from ‘car birding’ to casy strolls to moderae
hikes. Bring a lunch and dress for the weather. Everyone welcome! For more info, please contact loyee

Hoglund or Charmaine Foster.

® Field Trips are generally made in the spring and fall. A list of forthcoming trips will be placed in the Honker.
Notily the tap leader of your intention o participate and inquire about tnp duration, degree of difficulty and
other requirements. Dress for the prevailing weather condinons, wear appropriate footwear, bring lunch and

drinking water". Pets are NOT appropriate.

® B Nature 1s our parent society. SONC is affiliated with Nature Canada & Okanagan Similkameen

Conservation Allance (OSCA)

Executive (Mficers:

President: Glenda Ross 250,493.7500 glendarossirishaw.ca
Vice-President: Vacant

Past President: Bob Handfield 250,497 8702
bobnmaggicishaw.ca

Treasurer: Frank Focken ffockeniashaw.ca

Secretary: Marlene Hikichi 250.494.8731 whikichiga vipnet

Directors:

Joyee Hoglund 250 492,051 2 joyveeh2 Lz shaw.ca
Doreen Olson 2504976859 threegatesialelus. nel
Denmnis St. John 2304986651 dsjolnd hotmail.com
Jim Shaver Jim_shaver@telus nel

Newsletter Submission Dates:

The 15thof  JmuaryMarchlime Septemberand Movember
We welcome any nature-related articles (about 1/2 page in
length), artwork/photos (both cover art & smaller pieces),
POETS OF CArloons.

Please recyele - pass the newsletter om to a friend

Coordinators / Representatives:
Archivist: Jim Ginns 2304929610 ginnsjiashaw.ca
Conservation Committee:
Jom Bryvan 492 0312 jebryaniashaw.ca
Dennis 5t. John (for contact see Directors)
JonTurnbull 4964195 jkptumbulliggmail.com
Jom Shaver jim_shaveriatelus.net
BC Mature Rep: Dennis St John {contact see Directors)
Field Trips: Mits Hikichi 230.494 K731
mhikichiavip.net
Charmaine Foster 250,493, 1772 gramfosia shaw.ca
Joyee Hoglund 250,492,051 2 joveeh2 liaishaw.ca
Honker Editor: Bob Handfield (contact see Officers)
Meeting Programs: Anthea Bryan 250,492 0312
adbryaniashaw.ca
Membership Secretary:
Mits Hikichi 494 8731 whikichialvipnet
Evalyn Wood (mail owt) 2504877577 eleven? liashaw.
£
Publicity: Jack Somers penj6 3 shaw.ca
Refreshments: Inez Nemmever; Jim Shaver
South Okanagan Habitat Garden Joyee Hoglund
Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (gramfosiashaw.ca);
Joyee Hoglund (joyeeh2 1 fashaw.ca)

Cuover photo -Jim Ginns found these two fledgling saw-whets m his back yard eadier this spring. Saw-whets mnge
across all of southern Canada and the northem US and at higher mountain elevations as far south as Mexico. Most
commonly found in contferous woodlands (which is just were Jim found these). Hunts only at night.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
We finished the season off in grand style. 1 was extremely
pleased to present 2 awards to 3 of our hard working
members. One was represented = to Bob Handfield who was
away Tor the winter months, Even being away, he has done
s0 much to deserve this honour. He was awarded our own
SONC award “in recognition of long & outstanding service
in successful operations of our Club and the Cause of Natural
History Conservation in the Okanagan”, The other award
was presented w Mits & Madene Hikichi from BC Nawre.
This was a "Club Service Award” presented to a person or
persons belonging o a member Club recogmzing their
outstanding service at a local level All 3 of these members
have done extensive work for SONC. It really is a pleasure
to be able o recognize our volunteers, so many are so worlhy

Unfortunately, due to various issues we were not able to
present our Regional School Distriet Science Fair Prize this
year. We hope to be back next year, judging the projects and
presenting a worthy student with a cash prize.

Summer s one of my 4 favourite seasons! Yes, each season
has its own enchantments.  Summer offers me more chances
to get out in Nature and truly enjoy the outdoors. Through
the summer months | hope you do get a chance o partake m
the many great outings that our Field Top commitiee has
come up with. Some outings will be changing due o weather
and interest so check our website for details and remember o
call the leader to show your interest.  If you're a gardener, or
Just have the tme to help out please show up for the weeding
clean-ups at our Habitat Garden at Okanagan College,  Don't
forget to take pictures as you go through the seasons and
share them with us. Please send them to Bob or myself to set
on our great website.

It you are fortunate enough o be able to get out and enjoy
nature m the South Okanagan, don't forget how mmportant it
15 o preserve. Another very important tsk to keep up on s
to keep those phone calls and letters going o Govemment
officials. How can the Govemment ignore the feasibility
study”? Check out our website under " Action needed now”
{or addresses and the Feasibility Study,

As Lwrite this | am boking forward to our picnic which will
have happened by the time this issue is published - 'm sure
i'll be great. Then before wo long we'll be back w our
scheduled meetings starting in September. Anthea has
already got a good start on our speaker list. Something to
look forward o

Glenda Ross = President

COMING EVENTS
Sept 13

Aliens Amongst Us Official Opening.
This exhibit at the Penticton Museum explores the world
of mvasive species. The exhibit comes from the Royal
BC Museum in Victoria and 15 co-sponsored by SONC,
The Invasive Species Society of BC (Okanagan
Similkameen branch) and the Penticton Museum.
Hillside Estate Winery 1s helping 1o sponsonng the gala
opening night. Waltch our website for details.

Sept 27
Mussels, and rock snot and snakeheads, oh my!
Join local biologist Lisa Scott for an informative
discussion on the mynad of alien aquatic species that are
invading the waterways of western North Amenca and
pose a threat to our environment, our economy and our
health. Some of these species are already in BC while
others have not yet arnved in Canada, but it is only a
matter of tme. Learn what is happening across BC o
prevent the spread of these unwanted invaders and what
you can do to help.

October 25
Monthly meeting - speaker 1o be announced.

November 22
Monthly meeting - speaker to be announced

November 23
Official opening of South Okanagan Impressions.
This jured an show is the final big event of our 30th
anniversary celebrations. Co-sponsored by SONC and
the Penticton Museum, this show will bring together
some of the finest local artists und their interpretations of
nature 10 the south Okanagan valley. I you are an artist
of any medium check out our website 1o see the call for
entry.

South Okanagan Habitat Garden
This garden 1s now in its 215t year and has been

maintained by volunteers many belonging w the South
Okanagan Naturalists' Club,

Please join us and enjoy this garden of plants native o
the Okanagan.

The next weeding days are June 23, July 7 & 21, Augnst

11 & 25 and Sepr. 15 & 29 Come out at 9 AM,
Joyee Hoglund
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Conspreuously mssing from the evening sky 1s Venus,
whose presence there all through the spring was an
absolutely glorious sight, Venus has moved over to the
other side of the Sun, traipsing across the face of the Sun
as it did so in the Tamous " transit of Venus™ on June 5.
Not many in the Okanagan were able to wimess that event,
because of the weather, but there will be another chance n
2117, However, the transit will oceur in December of that
year s0 will not be as comfortable to view.

Venus will appear in the morning sky m July, as ballant as
ever, blazing away in the east before sunnse. [twill bea
bat low 1 the sky in the early part of July, but by nud
month will be higher and very conspicuous, and will be
like that for the rest of the summer. Venus will have
Jupiter for company, sitting g shon distance above Venus

President Glenda Ross presents Honker Editor and all through July. Jupiter is very noticeable, bnghter than
VP Bob Handfield with the Club's outstanding service any of the true stars, but definitely upstaged by the
award. notonously brilbant Veous, Later in the summer Jupiter

will pull away from Venus and by summer’s end will
appear more in the southem sky as darkness fades in the
eady moming.

The Heavens

Two planets, Mars and Saturn, will grace the evening sky
dunng the early part of summer. Both will show low in the
south-west as darkness falls. Mars, more west than

south, will sport its famous red colour. Saturn, more south

Coming events:
Perseid meteor shower August 11 & 12, with a gathenng at

than west, 1s yellow, and for contmst will have the baght blue EI?!LD lulwah:*h. LD ——

star Spica close by . . . a little bit below Saturn, R R R S WL AT ST
at Pen Henge.

The Big Dippér can be ueed 48 an indicator for Sanurn, Extend ,,”{}F"“ml House ot DA fate Seprenber, probebly on the

the curve of the handle across the sky to the omnge star -

Arcturus, high i the south west, and keep going, about as far Chris Purton

again, o Spica . . . with Saturn nearby. 15 that doesnt find
Spica and Satum for you, and the sky is clear and dark, 1t
probably means they've already set, in which case you likely
won't be able to see Mars cither,

Those two stars and two planets - Mars, Saturn, Spica,
Arcturus - will be about the same bnghtness, but will show
different colours: red, yellow, blue, orange. For stars the
colounng 1s subtle, stars being so faint as w he at the hmit of
colour perception for humans, so close to the limit that only
the brightest stars actually do appear coloured. A pair of
binoculars will enhance the brightmess of the stars, shifting
them a bttle farther from the himi, and make the colours more
obvious,

Through the carly part of the summer Mars will slowly shifi
closer to Saturn and Spica. By mid-August they will all be
bunched up together, but before that happens they wall

have become lost in the evening twilight, rendenng the
evening sky planet less for the rest of the summer.

White-throated sparrow photographed by Mits Hikichi
in his backyard at Trout Creek.
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Mits and Marlene Hikichi proudly show
off their BC Nature Club Service Award.

SOMNC nominated Mits & Marene for a BC Nature
Club Service Award which is given to a person or
persons for their outstanding service at the local
Club level. BC Nature accepted this nomination
and the award was announced at the AGM in
Kelowna in early May. and presented to Mits &
Marlene at our May meeting by President
Glenda.

Mits and Marlene have worked tirelessly for
SONC over many years in a variety of positions.
They go about their work with litle fanfare never
seeking the limelight - just doing what needs to be
done.

We owe them a great deal of thanks. A well
deserved award to two great volunteers!

| penticton
= museum
| & archives

CALL FOR ENTRY
Artists living in the south Okanagan are invited to participate i the juned show ‘South Okanagan Impressions’, As the
title implies submissions should reflect artists” depictions of nature in the South Okanagan
This show. which is sponsored by the South Okanagan Naturalists' Club and Penticton Museum & Archives, will open
on November 23, 2012 and continue to December 20 in the Atkinson Gallery of the Penticton Museum. The show 1s
part of the Naturalists’ Club 50th anniversary celebrations and the museum’s *“Wild at Heart' exhibit theme on
conservation and natural history throughout 2012,
We welcome submissions from artists who work in 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional mediums.,
There will be no entry fee. Art may be for sale; a commussion of 23% will be charged on sales.
Please submit digital images of ant for this show and include information about mediums used and dimensions to:
sonci@summerlandarts. com
Deadline for submissions will be September 26, 2012 Contact Helen Poncelet for more details
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Field Trip Schedule for remainder of yvear

June 24- Manning Park = Lighning Lakes Loop (Y km -
moderate); Leader = Joyee

ik - July 13- Hwy 33 Rock Creek to Kelowna; Stop at Big White

A House Wren sings its heart out on the front porch of
its new house - house and photo courtesy of Frank
Focken.

Here's the story of the Wren and its house. Margaret
(Frank’s wife) wanted him to build some bird houses.
Meanwhile Fortis BC had done some maintenance
clearing under the power line along the right-of-way
behind their house so he went out and got one of the
logs Fortis had just discarded and proceeded to make a
bird house out of it. He took an approximate 1" slice off
one end and proceeded to hollow out the inside of the
log. Since the log was still green it took quite some time
wiorking with drill and chisel to get a big encugh hollow
for a comfortable nesting site. Then it was just a matter
to screw the 1" slab back in place and drill an enfrance
hole. He placed the nesting block on a platform
mounted on top of a metal pole to ensure that cats or
other predators were not able to access it.

A few weeks |later they observed a Wren gathering
building material for a nest. "She" or maybe "He" was a
busy little bird. Every once in a while it would stop
working, perch on the platform in front of her new home
and sing us a beautiful "Thank you" song.

SHERRY JONSON -
Custamer Serdice ;
servicei@allagraakanagan, com

#102 - 30 Industilal Aver e East

Pentirtan, BC W26 3HE
ALLEGRA. P 2604934766
B 250-493-0310

PENTICTON TiRL Faee: T-BD0-49R-5155

WIAHLA L LG RALIEA M AL AR O
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i time allows; Leader - Mardene

July 25-27- Wells Gray Provincial Padk (wawwowellsgray,cal;
Hike to Trophy Mt meadows (day long hike) for spectacular

U wildlowers; Leader - Charmame

: August 12- Silver Star - Vernon; Lift ucket o be purchased,
"~ moderate hike; Leader - Mits

Aug 26 (27)- Osprey Lake (www. telhersfishermanscove,
com); | day or overnight stay with 2 options - 6 km hike
guided by the Tellier's (clevation gain 1000 i) - or ecasy walk
arcund Osprey Lake; Leader = Joyee

Sept Y- Kelowna = Mission Creek Walkway/Layer Cake M,
leader w be announced

Sept. 23- Prnceton north to Coalmont, Tulameen & Oter
Lake: leader to be ammounced

Ot 3-6- Reifel Bird Sanctuary (www reifelbirdsanctuary.
com); one of the best birding places in BC for migrting
shorebirds. Leaders Frank & Bob

et 14- Golden Mile hike, Oliver (moderate 10 km)
Leader - Jack

A number of Club members recently enjoyed an
outing to Fintry Provincial Park.



Conservation Committee Report
In May the BC government finally released their feasibilivy
study for the national park proposed in the South Olkanagan
Similkameen They released the report alier Freedom of
Information requests were filed by the Official Opposition
and the Westem News, Their report presented new survey
results on local public opinion about the park which
confirmed previous polls that two constituents want the park
{or every constituent who does not. Their study also
indicated that ssues which the BC Government had
previously cited as unresolved such as mnching and
helicopter training had in fact addressed by their study. We
emailed a strong letter to Premier Clark urgng her w resume
discussions about this park proposal and copied other
officials both provincial and federal. The only
acknowledgements recewved to date have been from both
local MPs and John Slater's secretary,

At the BC Nature AGM m Kelowna, Dennis St John
presented the resolution about the proposed park which
appearcd in our March Honker. 1t passed easily with very
little discussion, so will presumably have been sent off to the
govemment by now,

There have recently been a number of evacuation orders and
alerts in the Okanagan due w the threat of mud slides and
debns flows due to high water levels at Chute Lake and other
locations. Subsequent imvestigations mdicate that many of
these threats are due to inadequately sized and maintamed
culvens on forest service roads being overwhelmed dunng
perods of high snow melt and spring runof!, riggenng
failure of the culvert embankment. Mud slides and debns
flows are not only a threat to public safety, they are a disaster
for the environment as they lay waste o everything in their
path. This 15 not a new problem, but it 1s clear that the BOC
Government needs o increase monitonng and maintenance of
culverts on forest service roads, particularly if there has been
logging or forest fires in the watershed.

We sent a letter to City of Penticton commending them on
thewr work on the linear park along Ellis Creek. Although he
wits not named inour leter to the City, we mentioned that
one of our members (Allan Garland) has emoyed waiching a
pair of flickers carrying food 1o young in a cavity in one of
the many trees the City left along the creek.

If passed in its present form, the fedeml budget
implementation bl { Bill C38) will sweep away most of
Canada's legislation protecting the environment. The Globe
and Mail quotes four former Fisheries Ministers both Liberal
(David Anderson, Herb Dahiliwal) and Progressive
Conservative (John Fraser, Tom Siddon) who agree that
important protections will be lost (hitp:/faaw.

the globeandmail com/news/british-columbia be-politics four.

and Mail quotes four former Fishenes Ministers both Liberal
( David Anderson, Herb Dahiliwal) and Progressive
Conservative {John Fraser, Tom Siddon) who agree that
important protectons will be lost (hitpswww,
theglobeandmail com/news/british-columbia’be-politics/ four-
fommer-ministers-protest-taking-the- guts-out-of -fisheries-
actarticle 2446031/,

Public hearmgs are sull being planned {or Kelowna about the
Enbridge proposed Northern Gateway pipeline, 1Uis too late
to register to speak but letters about the project will be
accepted unnl Angust

Letters are sull needed wrging the BC Government to resume
its participation in discussions about the proposed 508
MNational Park, You can find a link to the park feasibility
sudy under News on the website: hips/Swwea.
sosnationalpark.ca’, Unless we are away lim, Dennis, or
Doreen would be glad wo provide infommation about the park
proposal or help with your letter if you wish,

For those who don't know or have forgotten, there is a
wonderful website for the South Okanagan-Similkameeen
Conservation Program of which we are partners. On it you
can find regular newsletters, hists of upcoming conservation
events, and past conservation successes inour area. The web
address is: htp:/www soscporg

I you have o conservation issue in need of investigation or
action, please join us or tell one of us (Jim Shaver, Jim
Tumbull, im Bryan | or Denms St John) about the 1ssue.
We wish you a wonderful summer and plenty of time birding
on Thursdays, joining SONC field tnps, and enjoying other
activities in and around the wonderful place we live. Please
remember woownte letters in support of the proposed South
Okanagan Simillkameen National Park.

Jim Bryan, Jim Turnbull, and Dennis St John

Anise Swallowtall - painting by Chris Kopp
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Thanking our Sponsors

These organizations have been extremely generous in their support of our 50th anniversary year celebrations.

PENTICTO 0L8!=C¢ FORTIS BC"

MOUNTAIN '
Rt nawure

FEQDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

Julius Bloomfield, Realtor Calliope Wines

These individuals and organizations have been generous in their support of our 2012 picnic
and fund raiser. Please support them in return.

Art of John Salsnek Art Knapp's Barley Mill Brew Pub Black Iron Grill

Bird Watching Magazine Burrowing Owl Winery The Book Shop Dick Cannings
Russell Cannings Ducks Unlimited Canada Fairview Mountain Golf Club Don Gayton
Grasslands Nursery Summeriand Great Canadian Oil Change Hachette Book Group
Melody Hessing  Hooked on Books Howling Bluff Winery Joey's Only Seafood

Kindrey Grove Fine Art  Krazy Legz Winery Linden Gardens & Frog City Café  Little Ms. Nails
Carol Munro Encaustic Art Nature's Fare Parks Canada Penticton Golf & Country Club
Penticton Lakeside Resort  Pots of Fun Pottery Sage & Vines Bistro Ernst & Colleen Schneider

3 Mile Winery Top Shelf Winery Twin Lakes Encaustic Art Vortex Binoculars

We have links to all of these on our website.
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Down Memory Lane

Celebrating our 25th anniversary - 1987

Presenting a cheque to SORCO - 2010.

The Thursday birding group at Chute lake - 2004.
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www.southokanagannature.com

This is our Club's new website and you would do well to remember it. This will
now be one of the main ways of communicating with all our members especially
between issues of the Honker. Pretty well everything about our Club will be
posted there. Of course we will still continue to publish The Honker five times a
year.

Western Rattlesnake - photo courtesy of Bob McKay

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
SONC Membership application/renewal form

South Okanagan Naturalists' Club, PO Box 23050 Penticton BC V2A 8L7

Individual.................$30 |5 3] |7 AORSS—. . (4]
Date:
Name(s) Phone:

Mailing Address:

Email address:

Do you wish to receive your Honker by email?
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