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Cover photo: The half moon hairstreak (Satyrium semiluna) is a small butterfly found in western North America from the southern 
Okanagan Valley to central California and east to northern Texas and Wyoming.  There are two distinct populations in Canada, one 
here in the extreme south Okanagan and the other in Waterton Lakes National Park in AB.  This photo was taken on the new lands 
acquired by the Nature Conservancy of Canada near Kilpoola Lake. 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 
PO Box 23050, Penticton BC V2A 8L7 

Website: http://southokanagannature.com 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promoting its conservation. 

Membership:  Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Penticton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 
members always welcome. 

Board meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Please contact any Executive or director if you wish to add an item 
to the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 
of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy 
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info contact 
Charmaine Foster or Joyce Hoglund or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  
Please notify of the trip leader if you intend to participate.  Dress for the prevailing weather conditions, wear appropriate footwear, 
bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday outings. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Alliance. 

Executive Officers: 

President: Bob Handfield  250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Doreen Olson 250 497 6889; threegates@telus.net 

Past president: Glenda Ross 250 493 7500; glendaross@shaw.ca 

Treasurer: Paul Graham  250 492 3544; poppa08@telus.net 

Secretary: Marlene Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@vip.net 

Directors: 

Joyce Hoglund 250 492 0512  joyceh21@shaw.ca 

Dennis St John 250 498 6651; dsjohnster@gmail.com 

Jim Shaver 250 490 8950; jim_shaver@telus.net 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Newsletter Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publication by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representatives: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conservation Committee: 

 Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca 

 Dennis St John (for contacts see Directors) 

 Jim Shaver (for contacts see Directors) 

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep: Joyce Hoglund (for contacts see Directors) 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Mits Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@vip.net 

 Joyce Hoglund (for contacts see Directors) 

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Executive) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Meeting programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca 

Membership Secretary: Anne Kiefer; 250 493 4096; makiefer@shaw.ca 

Publicity:  

Refreshments:  Jean Brosseok; 250  492 4588; jeanbrosseok@shaw.ca 
   Jim Shaver (see Directors for contacts) 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden: Dennis St John (for contacts see  Directors) 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) or Joyce Hoglund. 
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President’s Report 

Every New Year brings challenges and opportunities.  For 
our Club I think one of the new challenges is how to raise 
money to keep our bank account in the fine shape it has 
been in for the past few years.  Over the past 5 years our 
Club has donated almost $9000 from general funds.  This 
money has gone to a variety of causes including our annual 
Ruth St John Bursary, purchasing of conservation lands, SOR-
CO and the Burrowing Owl Society amongst other things.  
Despite this legacy of giving, our bank account remains in 
decent shape with more than $5000 on hand.  Our recent 
funding has come in part from our annual clean-up after the 
Ironman Race and its successor the Challenge Race.  I hope 
this event will continue but I do think we should be thinking 
of additional sources of revenue in case it does not.  And if it 
does continue, you can never have too much money! 

To that end I would ask all of you to give some thought as to 
how we might raise additional funds over the coming year 
or two.  A few things that spring to my mind include 2015 
calendars using nature photos provided by Club members, 
Club t-shirts using the SONC logo, coffee mugs using the 
logo and/or a bird photo by a Club member, Xmas cards 
using member nature photos, etc.  I’m sure if you think 
about it, you can come up with much better ideas.  Please 
let me or any Board member have your ideas and let us 
know whether any of these suggestions interest you. 

Another challenge, although not new, is to renew our efforts 
to establish a national park in the south Okanagan.  Park 
supporters have been making a concerted effort over the 
past few months to get the Provincial Government back to 
the talks.  Support for reopening the talks is definitely grow-
ing but one local obstacle is MLA Linda Larson who repre-
sents the area from Kaleden southwards.  If you live in her 
riding please take a moment to call her or email her asking 
her to support reopening the Park talks. 

Still a third challenge for our Club is for us to be more wel-
coming to new and relatively new members. It is very easy  
at coffee time to talk to the people we’ve known for the 
past 5 or more years and a little more difficult to open up to 
people we may have only seen once or twice before.  So I 
challenge everyone to mix it up at coffee time and else-
where – don’t ignore your old friends but do welcome new 
ones. 

A very Happy New Year to all our members – may 2014 be 
your best year yet! 

Bob Handfield 

Coming Events 

Thursday February 27: Polar Bears – Nanuk to the Inuit – 
Ursus maritimus 

 Hugh Westheuser, life-long naturalist, past President of 
CONC and founding member of the Central Okanagan Land 
Trust, provides the following description of his presenta-
tion. It starts with images of the North Atlantic: sailing on the 
old red ship ‘Explore’ which hit some ice in Antarctica a few 
years ago and had to be abandoned just before it sank. The 
first 1/3 of the show is about the boat; the scenery and wild-
life on the sea and sea cliffs; and images of Bear Island and 
Spitzbergen Islands, which are near 80 degrees north Lati-
tude. Bird colonies, walrus and reindeer are some of the 
wildlife seen. The rest of the program is about the Polar 
Bears, with images taken around Spitzbergen and Churchill 
Manitoba, and the mouth of the Seal River (on a canoe trip) 
north of Churchill.  

 

Saturday, March 8 Ducks Unlimited Canada Banquet 

Please join us at the Penticton Banquet on Saturday March 
8th, 2014 at the Penticton Lakeside Resort, Convention Cen-
tre & Casino.  Renowned birder, Dick Cannings, will MC our 
evening which features a great meal, Live & Silent Auctions 
and plenty of exciting Raffle packages.  

Tickets are $50 each or $350 for a table of eight.  For further 
information about our Banquet or to purchase your tickets, 
please feel free to contact me at k_johnson@ducks.ca or 
phone me at 1-250-374-8307 ext 231.   

For over 75 years, Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) has been 
conserving critical wetlands.  To date, in the Okanagan corri-
dor alone, DUC has spent over $1.1 million and levered an-
other $2.4 million from partners for Okanagan habitat work. 

Please join us at our upcoming Penticton Banquet, enjoy a 
great meal, and help Ducks Unlimited conserve Canada's 
wetlands.  

 

Thursday March 27:   Trees, Grass and Fire 

Fire has been an integral part of the ecology of the Okanagan 
since the end of the Ice Age. Fire is a primary force determin-
ing the balance of grasslands and dry forests, both here and 
in much of western North America. Ecologist and award-
winning author Don Gayton will introduce the concepts of 
fire ecology, bringing two decades of experience to bear on 
this complex and volatile subject. The illustrated presenta-
tion will include some of Don’s recently published fire ecolo-
gy work on the Trout Creek Ecological Reserve near Summer-
land.  

Congratulations 

Congratulations to long-time Club member John Taylor and 

his wife Alethea who celebrated their 60th wedding anni-

versary on Dec 19th. 

http://ww3.ducks.ca/cgibin/www.cgi?&tp=IS&pg=CBW192L&ab=1&isn=35320&kp=BC03032014001
mailto:k_johnson@ducks.ca


 

 

Peaceful Doves? 

There are about 300 species of doves in the world. The white 
dove which appears on many Christmas cards symbolizing peace 
is a distinct species from our Mourning Dove. Nevertheless, many 
of us consider doves to be mild mannered. 

We have observed that the 40 Mourning Doves wintering around 
us are anything but! Some are uncooperative, belligerent foes 
who beat each other up at the feeder. First there is posturing by 
ruffling of body feathers and spreading of wings in attempts to 
guard food (posturing was also done in front of Juncos and Stel-
ler’s Jays). Some doves went further by physically attacking other 
doves. It is not unusual to see small feathers drifting about or 
stuck to the feeder or even a dove with feathers stuck to its beak. 
It seems those at the top of the pecking order are combative 
with meeker ones being the victims.  

These sleek delicately colored creatures are not as they appear. 
No aspect of their behavior is melancholy but someone in the 
distant past thought their cooing was mournful and the name 
stuck. “Morning” dove might also be an appropriate moniker as 
doves regularly appear at the feeder just at dawn.  

If these doves were consulted they might be quite mournful to 
learn that September in the Okanagan is “Open Season” for 
shooting with a daily “bag limit” of 5 birds.   

At least Collared Doves have not discovered us ...yet! 

Jim & Ann Ginns 

Former Club member Bonnie Dafoe passed away re-

cently in Summerland.  Bonnie was active in the Club 

during the 1970’s and 80’s.  She served as Club secre-

tary from 1971 through 1974 and again from 1983 

through 1985. 

Young Naturalists’ Club Under Way 

Good news.  After a long hiatus, the South Okanagan is 
finally going to have a Young Naturalists’ Club again.  Local 
ecologists and conservationists Alyson Skinner and Paula 
Rodriguez de la Vega are starting up the South Okanagan 
Young Naturalists' Club.  Both of these ladies are well 
known to SONC members;  Alyson through her work as 
executive director of the  Okanagan Similkameen Steward-
ship Society as well as other conservation groups and Pau-
la  as an employee in the local office of The Land Conserv-
ancy.  As there are various costs associated with getting 
the YNC under way, your Board recently voted to donate 
$300 to help with these start-up costs.  We are also going 
to submit a Club support application to BCNature to fur-
ther assist  in meeting their initial expenses. Once their 
program gets underway (March of this year) they will be 
looking for help with various field trips so you are all en-
couraged to assist when the time comes.  Check out their 
website and coming programs at: 

www.ync.ca/2011/01/south-okanagan.html 

Dodi Morrison 1921 – 2013 

SONC lost a long time member (20 years) with the passing of 
Dodi Morrison.  Dodi was born in Vancouver but lived in the 
BC interior for most of her life.  Trained as a teacher, she 
taught high school English briefly before starting her family.    

Dodi began a broadcasting career with children’s program-
ming in Trail and Yellowknife, eventually becoming seniors’ 
correspondent with CBC radio, for the BC interior. She was 
also a constant contributor to newspapers and magazines, 
publishing hundreds of articles, book review and letters. Dodi 
had a loyal following for her articles.  

                                                         (Continued on back cover) 
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   The  Heavens 

“Venus in the morning, Jupiter in the evening, Orion at sup-
pertime .  .  . “,  to thoroughly mangle the old song. 

Jupiter is the main attraction in the evening sky for the next 
couple of months.  Bright -- brighter than any star -- sedate, 
steady, he seems supremely confident of his place in  the 
sky, as befits the `King of the Gods’.  You can’t miss this 
planet (unless the sky is  cloudy!) which appears high in the 
east as soon as darkness falls.  That’s for the  present, any-
way.  Later on it will be more to the south. 

Jupiter is in the constellation Gemini for now, and will be 
for some time.  The two bright stars of Gemini, Castor and 
Pollux, are to the left of Jupiter and a bit higher in the 
sky.  You might notice how much they twinkle compared to 
the steady light of the planet. 

The morning sky offers us Venus, the brightest planet -- 
astonishingly bright -- coming up in the south-east as the 
sky gets light before sunrise. Jupiter takes second place to 
Venus on the beauty-and-drama scale, and will exit the 
stage before Venus shows up, setting in the north west be-
fore Venus appears on the opposite side of the sky in 
the  early morning.  At the end of January you may be able 
to see both of them in the sky at  the same time, depending 
on the lay of the land, but through February and March 
there is a mutually exclusive thing going on between them. 

The other feature of our winter sky is Orion, most magnifi-
cent of all the constellations. And reliable.  Whereas the 
planets, the `wanderers’, cannot be counted on to show 
up at any particular time of year, Orion is always there in 
the winter, dominating the  southern sky during the even-
ing.  This year, and this year only, Jupiter appears a short 
distance above Orion, and to his left.   

A more subtle feature hanging out in Orion’s neighbour-
hood is the winter-time Milky  Way, a broad faint stripe 
passing through Gemini and to the left of Orion.  Also relia-
ble, being like that every winter, but faint.  It’s not as   

Trumpeter Swans—one immature and one adult.  Photo by 

Paul Graham 

spectacular as the summer-time Milky Way, and you will 
need a good clear dark sky, with no Moon, to pick up on 
it. Four bright stars forming a large rectangle outline the 
body of Orion.  They provide an opportunity to become 
aware of the different colours that stars have, with Betel-
geuse at the top-left (Orion’s shoulder) being orange-red, 
and Rigel at the bottom-right (Orion’s knee) being sparkly 
blue.  The sensitivity of the human eye to colour is good 
enough to see the difference between bright stars like 
these, but not good enough to discern colour in anything 
fainter.  Using binoculars helps bring out the colours.   

While wielding your binoculars out there in the freezing 
cold, take a look at the stars in the sword hanging from 
Orion’s belt. (see photo below). The small fuzzy patch you 
see among those is the famous Orion nebula.  A small 
fuzzy patch to you, but in reality a gigantic interstel-
lar cloud 1500 light years away in which a clutch of stars 
has recently been born. 

Chris Purton 

Black-crowned Night Heron photographed in California by 

Charmaine Foster. 

Jan 2014 Honker page 5 



 

 

Conservation Committee Report  

 
As many of you know, the proposal for a National Park in the 
South Okanagan Similkameen went into limbo last year when 
the BC government withdrew from the Park Study process.  
There is still considerable interest in creating such a park 
among municipal governments, the Okanagan Nation Alliance, 
and many local businesses.  Because of this, it is an important 
time to contact provincial and federal politicians in order to 
revive these stalled talks.  Bob Handfield has written and sent 
such a letter on behalf of SONC.  However, it remains very 
important for individual club members to do likewise and to 
encourage any like-minded friends and relatives to do the 
same.  Below is a passage written by Dr. C. Purton (and re-
printed here with permission) about what individuals could 
consider doing: 

What you could do -- 

Anything you can say to whomever you care to would help. 
There is a lot of factual information above -- if you can relay 
any of that the facts will speak for themselves and help move 
things in the right direction. If you need any further infor-
mation or help, contact me at cpurton@vip.net or Doreen 
Olson at threegates@telus.net . There is also an SOSNPN web 
site at www.sosnationalpark.ca with more information about 
the proposed Park and the general area, as well as updates on 
relevant news items. 

Our suggestion for being heard is to blast an email to everyone 
on the list below (list follows the end of this note), perhaps by 
sending to one of them, such as your MLA, with cc to the rest. 
The Park issue is an item of discussion among them and they 
can share the experience of hearing from their constituents, 
which should heighten the effect. Their email addresses are 
included in the list. 

Some points you could include are:  (and you might find it use-
ful to use the phrase “I understand that . . “): 

• a large number of local governments, organisations and as-
sociations have 

recently expressed support, an interest not declared previous-
ly, sufficient to justify the Province reassessing their position; 

• there is ample information on both the conservation and 
economic benefits of the proposed National Park to make it  

Hooded mergansers (m & f) on the Okanagan River Channel. 

Photo courtesy of Jerry Buzzell 

worth looking at; 

• re-engagement in the process would allow any vexing 
questions to be looked at carefully, without committing to 
the Park. Otherwise, no one knows what we might be miss-
ing; 

• you think it’s a great idea, for you and your children and 
your grandchildren, and don’t want the opportunity to be 
missed because of a misunderstanding; 

• any other aspect about which you feel strongly. 

Chris Purton, 

for the South Okanagan – Similkameen National Park Net-
work 

Chris has put together a list of names and email addresses 
for the  appropriate politicians to contact about this and I 
would be glad to forward this list (with hot-link email ad-
dresses) to anyone upon request.  Likewise, I will gladly 
help you obtain background material about the park pro-
posal. 

Jim Bryan, SONC Conservation Committee 

SONC members have lost a good friend with the passing of 
Bert White on January 6, 2014.  Bert was a long time mem-
ber of the Okanagan Similkameen Parks Society (OSPS).  He 
served as the financial officer for the society for many years 
and was awarded an honorary lifetime membership for his 
dedication to the group.  Bert was a Summerland resident 
and a retired Penticton High School teacher.  He coached a 
provincial high school basketball championship team and 
was also active in baseball and hockey.  Bert is also remem-
bered as a coach for the “Reach for the Top” debating team. 

Bert was a kind, principled and hard-working man.  He loved 
the Okanagan, enjoyed helping others, and going for long 
walks with his dogs.  Bert will be missed by his wife Sheila, 
family and friends. 

Doreen Olson  
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PENTICTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT:  15 December 2013 

 
49 observers in 18 to 23 parties, 131 party-hours, 628 party-km.  3 to 5⁰C, wind south 21-44 kph; oxbows mainly 
frozen, snow 2-12”.   

 

Cackling Goose 1  
Canada Goose 1410  
Trumpeter Swan 10  
Tundra Swan 7  
Wood Duck 4  
Gadwall 7  
American Wigeon 124  
Mallard 1688  
Canvasback 3  
Redhead 244  
Greater Scaup 275  
Lesser Scaup 5  
Bufflehead 81  
Common Goldeneye 46  
Barrow's Goldeneye 3  
Hooded Merganser 18  
Common Merganser 26  
Ruddy Duck 1  
Ring-necked Pheasant 10  
California Quail 1630  
Pacific Loon 1  
Common Loon 2  
Pied-billed Grebe 5  
Horned Grebe 36  
Red-necked Grebe 9  
Western Grebe 1  
Great Blue Heron 11  
Bald Eagle:  adult 21  
Bald Eagle:  immature 4  
Northern Harrier 1  
Sharp-shinned Hawk 13  
Cooper's Hawk 10  
Northern Goshawk 1  
Accipiter sp. 1  
Red-tailed Hawk 41  
Rough-legged Hawk 2  
Golden Eagle: adult 3  
American Kestrel 15  
Merlin 7  
American Coot 612  
Mew Gull 3  
Ring-billed Gull 80  
California Gull 71  
Herring Gull 215  
Thayer's Gull 4  
Glaucous-winged Gull 79  
GW X Western Gull 1  
Glaucous Gull 1  
gull, sp. 611  
Rock Pigeon 603  
Eurasian Collared-Dove 65  
Mourning Dove 49  

Western Screech-Owl 1  
Great Horned Owl 7  
Northern Pygmy-Owl 3  
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1  
Belted Kingfisher 3  
Downy Woodpecker 9  
Hairy Woodpecker 10  
Red-shafted Flicker 426  
Pileated Woodpecker 1  
Northern Shrike 3  
Steller's Jay 61  
Clark's Nutcracker 60  
Black-billed Magpie 404  
American Crow 170  
Common Raven 253  
Black-capped Chickadee 136  
Mountain Chickadee 116  
Red-breasted Nuthatch 43  
White-breasted Nuthatch 13  
Pygmy Nuthatch 222  
Brown Creeper 1  
Canyon Wren 5  
Bewick's Wren 2  
Pacific Wren 2  
Marsh Wren 2  
American Dipper 3  
Golden-crowned Kinglet 18  
Western Bluebird 84  
Townsend's Solitaire 6  
American Robin 214  
Varied Thrush 11  
European Starling 6877  
Bohemian Waxwing 4125  
Cedar Waxwing 4  
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1  
Spotted Towhee 7  
American Tree Sparrow 1  
Song Sparrow 188  
Golden-crowned Sparrow 1  
White-crowned Sparrow 28  
Dark-eyed (Ore) Junco 1045  
Dark-eyed (Sc) Junco 6  
Red-winged Blackbird 21  
Cassin's Finch 2  
House Finch 1207  
Red Crossbill 46  
Pine Siskin 1  
American Goldfinch 419  
House Sparrow 510  
    
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 24950  
TOTAL SPECIES 96  
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  Vaseux Lake Christmas Bird Count:  21 December 2013 
 
25 observers in 8 to 13 parties; 94 party-hours.  Wind calm, -6 to -2⁰C, overcast, calm, no precipitation; 1 to 12” of snow 
on ground; Vaseux Lake mostly frozen.  

Cackling Goose 12  
Canada Goose 304  
Trumpeter Swan 47  
Wood Duck 2  
Gadwall 32  
American Wigeon 7  
Mallard 639  
Green-winged Teal 8  
Canvasback 1  
Redhead 2  
Ring-necked Duck 40  
Lesser Scaup 2  
scaup sp. 1  
Bufflehead 82  
Common Goldeneye 16  
Barrow's Goldeneye 100  
Hooded Merganser 22  
Common Merganser 25  
Chukar 2  
Dusky Grouse 1  
Ruffed Grouse 1  
California Quail 1637  
Pied-billed Grebe 6  
Horned Grebe 8  
Red-necked Grebe 3  
Great Blue Heron 8  
Bald Eagle:  adult 10  
Bald Eagle:  immature 2  
Northern Harrier 8  
Sharp-shinned Hawk 7  
Cooper's Hawk 8  
Northern Goshawk 1  
Red-tailed Hawk 35  
Harlan's Hawk 1  
Rough-legged Hawk 7  
Golden Eagle:  adult 3  
American Kestrel 6  
Merlin 2  
Peregrine Falcon 1  
Virginia Rail 3  
American Coot 161  
Killdeer 1  
Ring-billed Gull 21  
gull, sp. 1  
Rock Pigeon 177  
Eurasian Collared-Dove 89  
Mourning Dove 20  
Great Horned Owl 4  
Northern Pygmy-Owl 8  
Long-eared Owl 2  
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1  

Downy Woodpecker 23  
Hairy Woodpecker 16  
Northern (R.-s.) Flicker 162  
Pileated Woodpecker 6  
Say’s Phoebe 1 
Northern Shrike 8  
Gray Jay 2  
Steller's Jay 42  
Clark's Nutcracker 76  
Black-billed Magpie 77  
American Crow 5  
Common Raven 64  
Black-capped Chickadee 216  
Mountain Chickadee 202  
Boreal Chickadee 1  
Red-breasted Nuthatch 121  
White-breasted Nuthatch 24  
Pygmy Nuthatch 192  
Brown Creeper 2  
Canyon Wren 7  
Pacific Wren 2  
Marsh Wren 7  
American Dipper 16  
Golden-crowned Kinglet 19  
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2  
Western Bluebird 12  
Townsend's Solitaire 11  
American Robin 14  
Varied Thrush 3  
European Starling 1724  
Bohemian Waxwing 421  
Cedar Waxwing 1  
Spotted Towhee 5  
American Tree Sparrow 1  
Song Sparrow 163  
Lincoln's Sparrow 1  
Swamp Sparrow 1  
White-crowned Sparrow 19  
Dark-eyed (Ore) Junco 613  
Dark-eyed (Sc) Junco 3  
Western Meadowlark 1  
Red-winged Blackbird 217  
Pine Grosbeak 1  
Cassin's Finch 3  
House Finch 544  
Red Crossbill 95  
American Goldfinch 182  
House Sparrow 507  
 
94 species, 9409 individuals.  
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The State of BC’s Birds 

A recent article in BCNature, (Fall 2013, p.21), presented a 
report on the state of BC’s birds, which makes disturbing 
reading.  Many species have undergone a severe decline in 
recent decades.  Here is a small sample of species whose 
numbers are greatly reduced, with their percentage decline 
since 1970. 

 

 

In addition to the species above, many warblers and owls 
are in decline, and several species are listed as Endangered, 
Threatened, or of Special Concern.  Some species have of 
course increased in numbers, but this does not mitigate the 
effect of the decline of the other species. It is sad to imagine 
spring mornings without the beautiful songs of the Swain-
son's Thrush, Varied Thrush, and Western Meadowlark; or 
summer evenings without Common Nighthawks soaring 
above. 

For the full list of species, and possible reasons for their in-
crease or decline, with references, visit the BCNature web-
site, www.bcnature.ca. 

Deirdre Turnbull 

Species Decline Since 1970 

  

Cinnamon Teal 72% 

Common Goldeneye 62% 

Great Blue Heron 47% 

Cooper's Hawk 87% 

American Kestrel 72% 

Killdeer 70% 

Common Nighthawk 74% 

Black Swift 98% 

Rufous Hummingbird 54% 

Downy Woodpecker 41% 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 78% 

Willow Flycatcher 54% 

Western Kingbird 62% 

Tree Swallow 50% 

Cliff Swallow 93% 

Black-capped Chickadee 38% 

Bewick's Wren 85% 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 48% 

Townsend's Solitaire 54% 

Swainson's Thrush 24% 

Varied Thrush 50% 

Western Meadowlark 54% 

Pine Grosbeak 68% 

Pine Siskin 77% 

Western Screech Owl surveys  - 2013 WiTS program 

The Western Screech-owl, macfarlanei subspecies, is designat-
ed as Threatened in Canada by the Committee on the Status of 
Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) and is Red-listed in 
British Columbia. The designation of this subspecies by COSE-
WIC as Threatened is due to the extremely small population 
size and historical loss of its native riparian woodland breeding 
habitat in the lowland valleys of the Southern Interior of 
British Columbia, particularly in the Okanagan and lower 
Similkameen watersheds. As of April 2013, there were 349 
confirmed interior Western Screech-owl territories (sites) in 
BC, with 186 of these being in the Okanagan-Similkameen 
region. 

Screech-owls are secondary cavity nesters, typically using 
abandoned cavities excavated by Northern Flickers and Pileat-
ed Woodpeckers. They prefer to nest in cavities in large ma-
ture black cottonwood trees; however, they will also nest in 
other tree varieties including trembling aspen, water birch, 
ponderosa pine and Douglas fir.  They have also been known 
to use nest boxes.  

This species has been one of the target species of the Wildlife 
Tree Stewardship (WiTS) Program in the Okanagan-
Similkameen, since the program’s inception in 2006. The WiTS 
Program has continued for seven years in this region, due to 
the dedication of many volunteer monitors, the administrative 
support of BC Nature, and the financial support of various 
partners, but largely the Habitat Stewardship Program for Spe-
cies at Risk. 

This article provides a summary of data collected for Western 
Screech-owl through the program in 2013. 

Between March and April, members of the WiTS program con-
ducted nocturnal call-playback surveys in 57 locations for 
Western Screech-owl.  Of these, 52 were sites where the owl 
had been detected in the past, and the other 5 were new 
sites, one located in the Twin Lakes area, in which the land 
owner reported hearing an owl earlier that year. Each site was 
visited up to three times, at least one week apart. If an owl 
was detected, the site was not revisited in order to minimize 
disturbance.  Screech-owls were detected at 11 of the survey 
sites.  While screech-owls were the focus of the survey, moni-
tors also recorded detections of 11 Great Horned Owls, one 
Barred Owl and 7 Northern Saw-whet Owls.   

Further study is required in the interior to refine our estimate 
of population size, dispersal patterns and distribution. More 
detailed monitoring is also required to refine our understand-
ing of population vital rates including: rate of population 
change, adult/juvenile survivorship, productivity/fecundity 
and long-term viability of this population.  

In the Okanagan-Similkameen, surveys for Western Screech-
owl will be conducted again during March and April of this 
year. Please notify Lisa Scott to report any detections. If you 
would like to learn more about the WiTS program or partici-
pate as a monitor, contact Lisa at witsos@shaw.ca or 250-404-
0115.                                    Christoph Mayer & Lisa Scott 
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www.southokanagan nature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.  Glenda and Bob work hard to try and 
keep it up to date (we do fall behind some times) and keep you informed as to what is going on.  This is the spot to 
go for the latest information on monthly meetings, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, 
both on the home page and in the photography section.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her 
a few of your Okanagan Valley nature  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC, PO Box 23050, Penticton BC V2A 8L7 

Individual………………$39 per year                       Family …………………$40 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

(continued from page 4) 

 I don’t remember when or how I met Dodi but I seems that I met her at a SONC meeting shortly after I moved to the 
Okanagan.  I would often have phone conversations with Dodi about birds in our gardens but more recently it was 
mostly on how the national park was coming along.  Dodi would patiently listen to my latest rant and reply sympatheti-
cally that “these things take time”.  She was inspired to write several columns advocating for the park and many let-
ters to politicians.   

Our community will miss Dodi but she will be remembered fondly for her strength of character, dedication to many 
causes and her concern for others.   

Doreen Olson 

Dodi Morrison 
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