
 

 

The Honker 
Newsle�er of the South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 

January 2015 

Our newsle�er’s namesake bird coming in for a landing. 

                                                                                        Photo courtesy of Paul Graham 
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Cover photo:  Did you know there are supposedly only about 3000 Canada geese resident in the Okanagan Valley—descendants of 

geese brought here in the 1960’s to establish an Okanagan Valley popula-on.  Prior to that, the only geese here were migra-ng 

geese who paused on their way through the valley.  However, if you look at the CBC results in this issue you will see more than 

3000 reported and that doesn't include areas north of Summerland.  Presumably some of these geese migrated here from further 

north and will  leave again in the spring. 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 
PO Box 23050, Pen-cton BC V2A 8L7 

Website: h�p://southokanagannature.com 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo-ng its conserva-on. 

Membership:  Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen-cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Please contact any Execu-ve or director if you wish to add an item 
to the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy 
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info contact 

Charmaine Foster or Joyce Hoglund or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no-fy of the trip leader if you intend to par-cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi-ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou-ngs. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva-on Alliance. 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: vacant 

Vice-president: vacant 

Past president: Bob Handfield 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Treasurer: Paul Graham  250 492 3544; poppa08@telus.net 

Secretary: Marlene Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Dennis St John 250 498 6651; dsjohnster@gmail.com 

Doreen Olson  250 497 6889; threegates@shaw.ca 

Lisa Sco�  250 404 0115; ecoma�ers@shaw.ca 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

 

Newsle%er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica-on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva-on Commi�ee: 

 Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca 

 Merle Kindred  mekindred@gmail.com 

 Dennis St John (for contacts see Directors) 

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Joyce Hoglund, 250 492 0512; joyceh21@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Mits Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@vip.net 

  

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu-ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee-ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca 

Membership Secretary: Anne Kiefer; 250 493 4096; makiefer@shaw.ca 

Publicity:  Mits Hikichi; mhikichi@shaw.ca 

Refreshments:  Jean Brosseok; 250  492 4588; jeanbrosseok@shaw.ca 
   Jim Shaver (see Directors for contacts) 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden: Dennis St John (for contacts see  Directors) 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 
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Noted lepidopterist to cocoon in Chilliwack 

Dennis St. John, naturalist, teacher, botanist, conserva-onist, 

author, and bu�erfly expert, is moving, or should that be mi-

gra-ng, to Chilliwack. He has been an ac-ve SONC member 

since the 1980s, serving as Vice President 1989-1990, Presi-

dent 1992-1993 and Past President 1994-1996. He has also 

served as SONC's representa-ve to BC Nature and on the Con-

serva-on Commi�ee for over 15 years. Dennis is best known 

as a field trip leader. Most of us have smiled if not laughed at 

the sight of Dennis swinging his bu�erfly net leaping over 

sagebrush and logs. His purpose was to show us a par-cular 

bu�erfly and explain aspects of its life whether it be sex, asso-

cia-on with a specific wildflower or where it migrates to in the 

autumn. His succinct comments on bu�erflies at SONC’s 

monthly mee-ngs will be missed. 

Dennis holds a Ph.D. degree in Animal Behavior from the De-

partment of Ethology, Ecology and Evolu-on, University of 

Illinois. He has authored several scien-fic publica-ons and 

unpublished reports, and taught courses in biology and psy-

chology at several ins-tu-ons including Okanagan College. 

Since 1991 he has worked as a consul-ng biologist on a num-

ber of projects in the Southern Interior of Bri-sh Columbia, 

including: several surveys of rare bu�erflies in the Okanagan 

and Similkameen valleys; a research project on bird use of 

riparian and upland forest corridors in Montane Spruce For-

est; vegeta-on assessments prior to prescribed burns for un-

gulate enhancement; and a management plan for the White 

Lake Basin Biodiversity Ranch. His consul-ng work and per-

sonal research projects have contributed significantly to the 

conserva-on of wildlife in the Okanagan-Similkameen region. 

The Habitat Garden was a vision of the SONC Conserva-on 

Commi�ee with Ruth and Dennis St. John accep-ng the chal-

lenge to provide a demonstra-on garden featuring plant spe-

cies and habitat na-ve to the South Okanagan.  By 1990 the 

berms were in place at Okanagan College and the first plants 

taking root.  Dennis has been ac-ve in the growth of the gar-

den from a pile of sand, rocks & boulders to the mature habi-

tat garden that it is today.  Over the years Dennis has offered 

his exper-se to help the garden volunteers as well as provid-

ing new plants which he has carefully tended.  It is a tribute to 

his dedica-on that the Habitat Garden has survived with vol-

unteer labour and love for 25 years. 

Dennis has spent considerable -me and effort promo-ng the 

proposed South Okanagan-Similkameen Na-onal Park. He is 

also an ac-ve member of the Friends of the Summerland Or-

namental Gardens, and has served as Chair of Friends of the 

Observatory Network (FOTON) to help promote the White 

Lake Observatory.  

Anyone who spends -me with Dennis cannot help but be 

mesmerized by his love of nature and his in depth knowledge 

of such a vast number of species. His enquiring mind is con-

stantly yearning for an improved understanding of nature, 

especially bu�erfly ecology and behaviour.  

We look forward to seeing Dennis frequently, at least when 

the mountain passes are snow free, as he pursues various  

research projects, like tagging Monarch Bu�erflies to track 

their movements in the Okanagan and long distance migra-

-on. We wish Dennis and his wife Adelle the very best with 

their move to Chilliwack this spring. 

With contribu-ons from a variety of friends. 

Coming Events 

Thursday, February 26. Cats, Glass and You! 

 Free-ranging domes-c cats and windows are es-mated to kill 

more birds per year than any other source besides habitat loss. 

In Canada, cats (mainly feral) are es-mated to kill between 100 

and 350 million birds per year.  Between 16.1 and 42.2 million 

birds are killed per year due to collisions with buildings.  Resi-

den-al homes are es-mated to cause 90% of building related 

mortality.  Come learn from Tanya Luszcz (Canadian Wildlife 

Service, Environment Canada) about what you can do as a 

homeowner and cat owner to reduce mortality of our feath-

ered friends. 

Monday, March  16 Okanagan College Speaker Series 

 SONC is sponsoring a showing of the documentary film “Ocean 

Fron�ers—The Dawn of a new era in Ocean Stewardship” 

Ocean Fron�ers is an inspiring voyage to seaports and water-

sheds across the United States where unlikely allies – industrial 

shippers and whale biologists, pig farmers, wetland ecologists 

and many more – are embarking on a new course of coopera-

-on, to sustain the sea and our ocean economies.  Highly rele-

vant to BC considering shipping that could result from new 

pipelines.                                                              (cont. page 5) 

Dennis doing what he loves to do—study bu�erflies. 
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    The  Heavens 

Over the next couple of months the features of the evening sky 

(apart from gorgeous Orion and his friends) will be Venus and 

Jupiter. 

Venus will be obvious and very bright, low in the SW aUer sun-

set.  Actually, not always obvious as it is quite low in the sky, 

sets early in the evening, and is easily hidden behind the 

mountains.  Venus is keeping company with a couple of fainter 

planets over there.  Mercury, notoriously difficult to see, 

popped up in that part of the sky early in the new year, ap-

pearing close to Venus on the evening of January 12.  The ac-

companying picture of the pair was taken on that date from 

the top of Anarchist Mountain, which provides a good view of 

the southwest horizon.  The picture was taken by Debra Cera-

volo, one of Canada’s best astrophotographers, who has 

been living on Anarchist for the past 15 months and entertain-

ing the astronomical community with fabulous pictures taken 

from there all through that -me. 

Mars has also been lurking in that part of the sky for the past 

while, and will be there for some -me yet.  It will not be par-c-

ularly bright, and will be easily missed because it is so low in 

the  

sky.  But in late February Venus, which is engaged in a slow 

steady climb to posi-ons higher in the sky, will pass close by 

Mars.  Or at least, that’s what it will look like to us.  The two 

will appear closest on the evening of February 21, with Mars 

just to the right of Venus.  On the previous evening, Feb 20, 

Mars will appear more above Venus and not quite so close, but 

with the added feature that a thin crescent Moon will be there 

too, right beside the pair.  That should be a beau-ful sight for 

those with a clear, low horizon to the southwest.  

In the mean-me, Jupiter is establishing itself on the opposite 

side of the sky, rising in the east early in the evening.  It is the 

second-brightest planet, quite a bit behind Venus but s-ll 

much brighter than any of the true stars, and an obvious fea-

ture of the night sky. Jupiter will be at “opposi-on” on Febru-

ary 6, meaning it will appear directly opposite the Sun in the 

sky, rising in the east as the Sun goes down in the west.  Think-

ing of what “opposi-on” would look like to someone far out in 

space, the Earth, in the course of following its annual orbit 

around the Sun, would be seen to be between Jupiter and the 

Sun at that par-cular -me. 

Jupiter will be in the constella-on of Cancer for the next cou-

ple of months.  Cancer is a faint and inconspicuous constella-

-on, marked by four inconspicuous stars that outline a small 

square. 

However, enclosed in that square is Praesepe, the “Beehive”, a 

very pre�y cluster of stars that are visible to the naked eye as 

a small hazy patch if you have a good dark sky.  It looks par-cu-

larly beau-ful through binoculars, worth taking a look. With 

Jupiter nearby it’s easy to locate — the small square of Cancer 

will be above-right of Jupiter (in the early evening) for the next 

couple of months.  Praesepe is a genuine cluster of stars about 

600 light years away, all those stars having been born from the 

same interstellar cloud some 400 million years ago. 

 

A phenomenon not visible from the Okanagan, but inter-

es-ng, is a total eclipse of the Sun on March 20.  The narrow 

path of totality starts south of Greenland, passes over the 

Faroe Islands, and ends at the north pole ! !  Normally the 

point of totality trundles eastward across the globe un-l it 

hits the sunset line, with people at the final point seeing the 

eclipse as the Sun sets.  But in this case — eclipse being on 

the day of equinox and ending at the north pole — anyone 

at the final point would see an eclipse coinciding with annual 

sunrise there.  Quite bizarre. 

Chris Purton 

Venus (leU) and Mercury (right) above the Cascade Moun-

tains.                                 Photo courtesy of Debra Ceravolo 

Dennis St John took this photo of Anicia Checkerspots and 

Callippe Fri-llaries dining on coyote poop west of Rock 

Creek. 
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Marlene presents the Club’s Ruth St. John  Memorial Bursary to 

2014 winner Jus-n David. 

Dennis St John has recommended to the SONC Board that the 

name of our bursary be changed to “The South Okanagan Nat-

uralists’ Club bursary in Environmental Studies”.  The Board has 

agreed and this issue will be discussed with the general mem-

bership at a future mee-ng before any further ac-on is taken. 

Conserva�on Commi%ee Report  

 

The minutes of our December mee-ng can be emailed to any 

member who wants them.  One of the issues discussed at the 

mee-ng was the status of the proposed South Okanagan 

Similkameen Na-onal Park as described by Doreen Olson at 

the November SONC mee-ng.  She informed us that there had 

been a mee-ng between BC’s Environment Minister Polak and 

supporters of the Park including First Na-ons and a separate 

mee-ng with opponents of the proposed Park.  These events 

hold hope that discussions on the proposed Park may resume.   

We sent a follow-up le�er to Minister Polak about Bill 4 which 

amended the BC Parks Act to facilitate non-park uses such as 

pipelines within park boundaries.  We urged her not to allow 

Kinder Morgan’s proposal to route their upgraded pipeline 

through four provincial parks.   

The 2014 Omnibus Budget Bill of the Federal Government elim-

inated more of Canada’s environmental protec-on laws.  Deep 

within the 500 page Bill were amendments to the Canada Ma-

rine Act which exempted Port Authori-es from the require-

ments to undergo Environmental Assessments and to protect 

species at risk.  We wrote a le�er objec-ng to this legisla-on. 

We received a newsle�er from Friends of the Oxbows.  They 

are star-ng a bird monitoring program in the Oxbows and are 

planning to partner with SONC in doing so, perhaps as part of 

the Thursday birding ac-vi-es.  Okanagan Similkameen Conser-

va-on Alliance (OSCA) held its AGM in December and Pen-c-

ton’s new mayor Jakubeit a�ended.  Meadowlark Fes-val will 

be held over the Victoria Day weekend as usual.   

Okanagan Basin Water Board has completed a project of map-

ping the remaining wetlands in the Okanagan Valley.  Now they 

are partnering with the Okanagan Na-on Alliance (ONA) to 

restore and rehabilitate some of the wetlands and the species 

the wetlands support.  The ONA has a project to improve habi-

tat and enhance the popula-on of western painted turtles near 

the Pen-cton Airport.  The Okanagan Similkameen Steward-

ship has received $39,000 for wetland monitoring and restora-

-on here in the South Okanagan and Similkameen. 

If you have a conserva-on issue in need of inves-ga-on or ac-

-on, please join us or tell one of us (Merle Kindred, Jim Turn-

bull, Jim Bryan, or Dennis St. John) about the issue.   

Jim Bryan, Chair Conserva�on Commi%ee 

___________________________________________________ 

Coming Events  (con�nued from page 3) 

Thursday, March 26.  Naturalist and other wonders of south 

India. 

In March ,2008, Eva Durance visited Merle Kindred in India 

where they set off on two weeks of birding and cultural explo-

ra-on in southern India. They saw nearly 160 bird species as 

they travelled by bus, train, plane, private car, and auto-

rickshaw and stayed at a variety of eco-lodges as well as pri-

vate homes. At our March mee-ng, they’ll present a sampling 

of the birds they viewed and the adventures they experienced.          

We usually think of Roadrunners being seen amongst the 

desert cac-.  Melody Hessing sent in this photo of one she 

saw hunkered down amidst the snow in northern New Mex-

ico just before Christmas. 
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Young Naturalists’ Club—South Okanagan Chapter 

Report to BC Nature & BC Naturalists’ Founda�on 

March 2014-January 2015 

In January of 2014 The South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club ap-

plied for a Club support grant in the amount of $1073 to help 

fund the start-up of a new chapter of the Young Naturalists’ 

Club. SONC contributed an addi-onal $325 towards the start-

up funds. The following report was supplied by Alyson Skin-

ner, one of the co-founders of the YNC –South Okanagan 

Chapter.  This report was modified for space purposes. 

The Young Naturalists’ Club of BC- South Okanagan early 

learner’s club held its inaugural Explorer Day in March 2014.  

The grants from BC Nature – BC Naturalists’ Founda-on as 

well as  from the South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club member-

ship, enabled the volunteer-led South Okanagan YNC have to 

hold 9 Explorer Days targeted for children age 3-8 and their 

families. Numerous in-kind dona-ons were also received 

from other local organiza-ons including Osoyoos Desert Cen-

tre, TD Tree Days, Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship, 

South Okanagan Similkameen Conserva-on Program, BC 

Parks and Okanagan Similkameen Conserva-on Alliance.   

Topics of Explorer Days included: 

Signs of Spring ~ Nature Walk:  

Leader- Paula Rodriguez de la Vega 

Loca-on – White Lake Protected Area off Seacrest 

Hill Road;  42 individuals a�ended. 

Bees, pollinators and snakes  

 Leader- Alyson Skinner 

 Bee Expert- Janelle Dunn 

 Loca-on- Skaha Bluffs. 30 individuals a�ended . 

South Okanagan Rehabilita�on Centre for Owls 

Leader- Alyson Skinner 

Loca-on- SORCO, Oliver; 9 individuals a�ended. 

Wetlands ~ Pond Study 

Leader- Paula Rodriguez de la Vega 

Loca-on- Mahoney Lake, Okanagan Falls. 

28 individuals a�ended. 

Summer Sols�ce at the Osoyoos Desert Centre 

Leader- Alyson Skinner 

Loca-on- Osoyoos Desert Centre 

24 individuals a�ended. 

Okanagan Salmon & Beachcombing  

Leader- Alyson Skinner 

Fisheries Biologist- Ryan Benson 

Loca-on- SunOka Beach, Summerland. 

26 individuals a�ended. 

Tree Plan�ng  

 Leader- Alyson Skinner 

Partner Organiza-ons- Okanagan Similkameen Stew-

ardship Society, South Okanagan Similkameen Conser-

va-on Program, City of Pen-cton, TD Tree Days 

Loca-on- Ellis Creek Basin, Pen-cton. 

30 individuals a�ended. 

Hiberna�on Sta�on 

 Leader- Alyson Skinner 

 Partner Organiza-ons- BC Parks, RDOS 

 Loca-on- White Lake Biodiversity Ranch                         

             34 individuals a�ended. 

Winter Birds  

 Leader- Alyson Skinner 

 Expert Birder- Russell Cannings 

 Loca-on- Esplanade Trails, Pen-cton.                                                       

18 individuals a�ended this Explorer Day. 
The grant funds  were used for: 

~ First Aid Training for volunteer leaders;     

~ Dip nets, containers, magnifiers and buckets for Pond Study 

~ Binoculars- 20 pairs purchased     

~ Field guides and naturalist books geared for early learners  

~ Photocopying, prin-ng & lamina-ng for Explorer Day Inter-

preta-on 

~ Interpre-ve materials, supplies, props and display items for 

ou-ngs  

~ Nature Journaling Materials & Supplies     

~ Kids gloves for plan-ng projects      

Total to date       

 $1076.19 

Remaining Funds to Spend $321.81 

YNC ou-ng.                       Photo courtesy of Alyson Skinner 
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www.southokanagan nature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.  Glenda and Bob work hard to try and 

keep it up to date (we do fall behind some -mes) and keep you informed as to what is going on.  This is the spot to 

go for the latest informa-on on monthly mee-ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, 

both on the home page and in the photography sec-on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her 

a few of your Okanagan Valley nature  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica-on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC, PO Box 23050, Pen-cton BC V2A 8L7 

Individual………………$30 per year                       Family …………………$40 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 
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Do these Thursday birders look like they are having fun or seeing any birds? 

                                                                                                          Photo by  Paul Graham 


