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Harlequin ducks on the Okanagan River channel, Pen�cton                                                                
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Cover photo:  Harlequin ducks, Histrionicus histrionicus, occur in two popula�ons, eastern North America and western N.A.  These 

ducks generally breed in fast flowing streams (I’ve seen them on the Similkameen River) and winter along rocky coasts. Their  fall 

and spring migra�on generally is direct and brief — moving from  their wintering spot on the coast to suitable habitat  nearby and 

vice versa.  Western birds breed from the Seward Peninsula in Alaska south to Idaho, Montana and Wyoming.  They winter on the 

coast from the Aleu�an Islands to northern California.  Unmistakable colouring of the males makes it hard to confuse these ducks 

with anything else .  Pete Dunne describes them as being painted in the “style and pa=ern of Pablo Picasso”. 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 
PO Box 23050, Pen�cton BC V2A 8L7 

Website: h=p://southokanagannature.com 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo�ng its conserva�on. 

Membership:  Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen�cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Please contact any Execu�ve or director if you wish to add an item to 
the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy 
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info contact 

Charmaine Foster or Joyce Hoglund or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no�fy of the trip leader if you intend to par�cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi�ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou�ngs. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva�on Alliance. 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Bob Handfield, 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Lisa Sco=, 250 404 0115; ecoma=ers@shaw.ca 

Past president:  

Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250  490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com 

Secretary:  

Directors: 

Chris�ne Andersen (ex officio)  chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Pam Krannitz  778 476 0222; pamgkrannitz@gmail.com 

Doreen Olson  250 497 6889; threegates@shaw.ca 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

Newsle'er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica�on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva�on Commi=ee: 

 Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca 

 Merle Kindred  mekindred@gmail.com 

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Joyce Hoglund, 250 492 0512; joyceh21@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Mits Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@vip.net 

  

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu�ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee�ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca 

Membership Secretary:  Chris�ne Andersen, chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Publicity:  Mits Hikichi; mhikichi@shaw.ca 

Refreshments:  Jean Brosseok; 250  492 4588; jeanbrosseok@shaw.ca 
   Jim Shaver (see Directors for contacts) 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden: Joyce Hoglund (see above) 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 
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COMING EVENTS  

The Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen (RDOS) will 

be holding  a series of public informa�on mee�ngs to pro-

vide an overview to residents regarding two items of envi-

ronmental importance: changes to the Environmentally Sen-

si�ve Development Permit Areas and to introduce the con-

cept of a Conserva�on Fund (see page 7 for more info). 

Electoral Area "F" - December 2, 2015, 6-8pm, West Bench 

Elementary School 

Electoral Area "D" - December 8, 2015, 5-7 pm, OK Falls 

Community Centre 

Electoral Area "E" - January 11, 2015 

Christmas Bird Counts 

Dec 15: Apex-Hedley 

Dec 19: Vaseux  

Dec 20: Pen�cton  Of course this CBC always ends with a pot

-luck dinner and count-up sponsored by SONC.  The venue  

is the United Church hall.  All Club members are invited to 

par�cipate even if they don’t get out to count birds.  Re-

member to bring a  dish to share.   

Dec 26: Peachland 

Dec 27: Oliver-Osoyoos 

Dec 30: Bridesville 

Jan 2: Princeton 

Jan 3: Cawston 

Monthly SONC Mee�ngs 

 

Thursday, January 28. TBA 

  

Thursday, February 25.  Rajasthan, India 

SONC member Margot Henny will tell us about her travels in 

Rajasthan, a northern Indian state bordering Pakistan. (more 

detail to come). 

  

Thursday, March 24.  Our Shared Backyard: Rare and Spe-

cial Places of the South Okanagan-Similkameen.   

Join Club member, ar�st and illustrator Dianne Bersea for 

excep�onal photo images of Our Shared Backyard and the 

story behind the book proposal, Ar�sts Celebrate a Na�onal 

Treasure.  Dianne will share how this project is inspired by 

the 2012 Raincoast at Risk book and exhibit that brought 

fiTy established BC ar�sts together in an exci�ng explora�on 

of BC’s endangered central coast.   

President’s Report 

I want to start off by thanking everyone who par�cipated in 

our October AGM and pot-luck dinner and slide show.  We 

had a good turn-out, the food was wonderful and some really 

gorgeous slides were shown, covering such diverse topics as 

wetlands in Maine and sand dunes in Oregon. 

And once more I want to  extend the Club’s thanks to all 

those members who do so much to keep everything running 

smoothly.  Have a look at page 2 of this Honker and you will 

see all of their names listed there and the tasks they perform.   

Take a moment to  thank them for a job well done! 

At the AGM we elected a new Board,  the make-up of which 

you can see on page 2.  For those of you at the AGM you 

might remember that  Pam Krannitz’s name was not on the 

slate up for elec�on.  That was purely an oversight on my part 

so, as allowed by our by-laws, the Board has subsequently 

voted to appoint Pam to fill the vacancy.  Welcome Pam and 

thank you for stepping up!  We s�ll do have one vacancy on 

the execu�ve and that is the posi�on of secretary.  ATer 

many years of doing a great job, Marlene felt it was �me for 

her to re�re so we do need someone to come forward to fill 

this important posi�on. 

The next twelve months promise to be interes�ng on the en-

vironmental front.  The comment period on the Provincial 

government’s Inten�ons Paper regarding the Na�onal Park 

has closed and the next step is expected to be announced 

about March of next year.  On the Federal scene, the new 

Government has made many promises  regarding environ-

mental issues  - in fact the environment took up six pages of 

their elec�on plaVorm.   (See the Conserva�on report on 

page 4).  We shouldn’t expect that all of their promises will 

see the light of day in the next year but certainly there will be 

many changes coming.  (see story on page 7). The new Minis-

ter of Environment and Climate Change  (the name of the 

department is a change in itself), Catherine McKenna,  is a  

lawyer.  While her resume is impressive she has no environ-

mental  experience so we shall wait and see how she works 

out. 

Now that the park issue should remain quite for at least a few 

months another BC issue that should generate much contro-

versy over the next while is the plan by the BC government to 

pay logging companies to log old growth forest on the coast 

that is currently uneconomic for the forest companies to log 

on their own. Let’s see now:  old growth coastal forest is vir-

tually ex�nct in BC and the wildlife that depends on that for-

est is also endangered so why don’t we just get it over with 

and pay you to cut down the last bits of it and forget we ever 

had any.  Is there no end to the stupidity of governments? 

Prior to changing our financial and membership years a while 

back, we used to have our AGM and pot-luck in February.  

Some members think we ought to have a pot-luck in February 

even without the AGM just to break up the dreary winter.  

How about expressing your opinion on this idea by sending an 

email to one of the board members. 

Bob Handfield 

Congratula�ons Dick!!!!!!!!!! 

Our very own long �me Club member Richard (Dick to his 

friends) Cannings has been elected MP for the riding of  

South Okanagan –West Kootenay.   I suspect his life is going 

to be very different for the next four years. 
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Conserva�on Commi'ee Report  

A huge vote of thanks to all of you who wrote or emailed Envi-

ronment Minister Polak conveying your apprecia�on for re-

engaging in discussions about the proposed Na�onal Park in 

the South Okanagan Similkameen.  We members on the Con-

serva�on Commi=ee also sent her a le=er on behalf of SONC 

and copied our le=er to Premier Clark.  We thank those past 

and present  members of SONC who have devoted considera-

ble �me and effort to the Na�onal Park issue.  Those I know 

about are:  John Lewall, Chris Purton, Eva Durance, Bob Hand-

field, Dennis St. John, and par�cularly Doreen Olson who has 

been indefa�gable.  

Allan Garland no�ced the noxious weed puncturevine growing 

in the parking lot of the Barley Mill Pub. The seeds of punc-

turevine possess needle-sharp spines which pierce rubber �res 

of vehicles.  This enables the plant to spread along roadways.  

Allan was unable to persuade the pub manager to take the 

problem seriously, so Lisa Sco= took the ma=er up with City of 

Pen�cton staff who are enforcing the bylaw to control noxious 

weeds such as puncturevine. 

It is refreshing to hear that Canada’s new government has 

plans to take environmental protec�on issues more seriously 

than our previous government.  The following environmental 

commitments were made in the Liberal Party’s PlaVorm: 

“Establish a new, comprehensive, �mely, and fair environmen-

tal assessment process that restores robust oversight, ensures 

decisions are evidence-based, allows the public to meaningfully 

par�cipate, and includes an analysis of upstream impacts and 

greenhouse gas emissions.  Ensure the Crown is fully execu�ng 

its cons�tu�onal duty to consult and respect  Aboriginal peo-

ples on project reviews and assessments.  Modernize and re-

build trust in the Na�onal Energy Board. 

Conduct a wholesale review of changes to the Navigable Wa-

ters Protec�on Act to re-establish lost protec�ons and incorpo-

rate more modern safeguards.  Conduct a wholesale review of 

changes to the Fisheries Act to re-establish lost protec�ons and 

incorporate more modern safeguards.  Formalize the moratori-

um on crude oil tanker traffic on Bri�sh Columbia’s North 

Coast. 

Respond faster to scien�fic advice on lis�ng species at risk.  

Meet mandatory �melines for responding to the Commi=ee on 

the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada recommenda�ons.  

Complete robust species at risk recovery and ac�on plans. 

Revoke rules and regula�ons that muzzle government scien�sts 

and allow them to speak freely about their work, with only lim-

ited and publicly stated excep�ons.  Work with the provinces, 

indigenous peoples, and stakeholders to co-manage our oceans 

and develop marine resource and management plans.  Explore, 

consult, and work collabora�vely to move towards a system 

where federal environmental assessments of projects include 

an analysis of upstream impacts and the greenhouse gas emis-

sions resul�ng from the projects being assessed.   

We will suspend admission fees to our Na�onal Parks in 2017, 

the 150th anniversary of Canadian Confedera�on.  

Furthermore, beginning in 2018, admission to our Na�onal 

Parks will be free for all children and for any adult who has 

become a new Canadian ci�zen within the previous 12 

months. We will also expand all Learn to Camp programs, 

with a par�cular focus on ini�a�ves that offer opportuni�es 

for low- and middle-income families to experience Canada's 

outdoors. 

We will protect our Na�onal Parks by restric�ng develop-

ment inside the parks, and where possible, we will work with 

gateway communi�es outside the parks to grow their eco-

tourism industries and create jobs. We will make the sustain-

able economic development of gateway communi�es a 

stronger part of the Parks Canada's mandate. We will also 

reverse Mr. Harper's cuts to Parks Canada from Budget 2012, 

which slashed over $25 million from programs and services, 

and undermined the ability of Canadians to fully experience 

our Na�onal Parks and learn more about our environment. 

We will also complete the necessary agreement with the 

Ontario government to finalize the crea�on of the country's 

first urban Na�onal Park - Rouge Na�onal Park. 

We will rapidly develop a road map to meet Canada's inter-

na�onal commitment to protect 17 percent of our land and 

inland waters by 2020. As a first step towards this goal, we 

will invest $50 million per year to advance the development 

of Canada's parks system, as well as manage and expand 

Na�onal Wildlife Areas and Migratory Bird Sanctuaries. We 

will increase science spending in our Na�onal Parks by $25 

million per year to allow for early iden�fica�on of ecological 

stresses and avoid permanent degrada�on.” 

If you have a conserva�on issue in need of inves�ga�on or 

ac�on, please join us or tell one of us (Merle Kindred, Jim 

Turnbull, or Jim Bryan) about the issue.   

Jim Bryan, Chair Conserva�on Commi'ee  

Western Wood-Pewee, one of eleven flycatchers that 

are found in the Okanagan valley . 

Photo by Dianne Bersea 
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   The  Heavens 

No planets grace the evening sky for the next while, Saturn 

having leT the scene, but the  morning show con�nues with 

Venus-Mars-Jupiter-Regulus strung out in a line in the east 

just before  dawn .  .  .  .  Venus incredibly bright low in the 

south-east; Mars above that, not par�cularly conspicuous; 

then Jupiter, very bright; and finally Regulus, brightest star of 

Leo, high in the sky to the south.  On the border of that lineup 

is Spica, brightest star in the constella�on of Virgo, a bit to the 

right of Venus. 

Venus will sink slowly out of sight during December as she 

swings around in her orbit into a posi�on between us and the 

Sun, but the remainder of the lineup will be there through 

January, appearing higher and more to the west, with Spica 

shiTed over to the right of Mars. 

As for the stars which fill in the background across the sky, 

this �me of year features two drama�c constella�ons in the 

evening sky, Cygnus in the west as a remnant of summer, 

and Orion in the east bringing in the winter season. 

Cygnus, the Swan (recall that young swans are called cygnets) 

is a constella�on from ancient Greek mythology.  It contains 

within it the Northern Cross which, by eight or nine in the 

evening, stands upright on the western horizon, looking large 

and quite striking, far more drama�c and imposing than the 

Southern Cross which is small and misshapen in comparison. 

The Southern Cross is not visible from our la�tudes — one 

must travel south to see it — and therein lies its fame, as a 

symbol of adventure for those travelling to exo�c regions, 

both early European explorers and modern travellers.  

The accompanying photograph shows the Northern Cross as 

you might see it.  Not a jazzy photo, but realis�c.  A camera 

too easily picks up all the faint stars which swamp a pic-

ture, making it difficult to pick out the form of a constella-

�on.  Caroline Wallace, from Oliver, took a series of photos 

many years ago that avoided that problem, and I’ve been us-

ing them ever  since to show what various constella�ons actu-

ally look like to a casual observer. 

In this photo the cross is obvious (I hope!), bright Deneb at 

the top, Albireo at the bo=om, and three bright stars marking 

the arms.  You have to imagine this as occupying a large 

chunk of sky above the western mountains, with a bright star 

(Vega) just outside the confines of this  picture at bo=om-

right.  Seen as a swan, Deneb marks the tail and Albireo the 

head with the arms becoming the wings.  The wings are much 

bigger than the arms of the cross, a bent line of stars extend-

ing way beyond this picture. Cygnus really is a magnificent 

constella�on.  It might seem that the swan is standing on its 

head at this �me of year, but picture it flying beyond 

the western horizon rather than diving toward the ground. 

Another prominent feature is the Milky Way, coursing right 

across the sky from east to overhead, then down into the 

west through the constella�on of Cygnus.  In a good dark sky 

its structure becomes obvious, seemingly split in two by a 

dark riT below Cygnus and displaying a conspicuous black  

 patch, known as the ``Northern Coal sack’’,  below-leT of Den-

eb. The Milky Way’s glow comes from countless stars stretch-

ing from here to thousands of light years away in our Galaxy, 

and the dark areas are great clouds of dust blocking their 

light.  These dust clouds  are rather large. The Northern Coal 

sack, for example, is so large that it takes a beam of light some 

50 years just to go from one side of it  to the other.  It hangs in 

space about 500 light years distance from us. 

Chris Purton 

The Northern Cross.                   Photo by Caroline Wallace  

Larksparrow.           Photo by Dianne Bersea 
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sort of thing. So in spite of the heat, the speargrass in my 

socks and the fact that we are in ideal ra=lesnake habitat, I 

am excited. Any minute now we will stumble upon the highly 

prized forb Phacelia ramosissima, or Spreading Phacelia.  ATer 

searching for some �me, we sit down on a convenient rock for 

a rest break. Sweat runs down my glasses, and into my ears. 

Since we are so close to the Border, we decide to phone the 

Border Service, to let them know we were not a=emp�ng to 

smuggle Canadian beer, tuques or engine block heaters into 

the United States. Eva gets the Border Service on her cell 

phone, and reports on our loca�on and mission. There is a 

pause, then she says thank you and hangs up, looking a bit 

stunned. I ask her what they said. “They have been watching 

us ever since we got out of the car,” says Eva. 

 

We have been given a lat/long coordinate to a known Phacelia 

loca�on, loaded into an ancient GPS unit that was no doubt 

state of the art in about 1982. The li=le GPS screen shows us 

the Phacelia loca�on, and also shows where we are. So in the-

ory, we point the GPS toward the loca�on, and start walking 

toward it, all the while watching the li=le screen and hoping 

we don’t step on a napping ra=lesnake. However, there is a 

catch, in the form of a brief satellite �me delay. We assume 

we are walking straight SSW to the des�na�on, but then the 

GPS arrow shiTs, showing us walking ESE away from the des�-

na�on. So we change our heading accordingly, the GPS unit 

then gives us more slightly outdated informa�on and thus 

crabwise we finally reach the site, having zigzagged five kilo-

meters to a des�na�on that was only half a kilometer away.  

 

We have advance informa�on that Phacelia favors talus, and 

sure enough, the GPS point is right at the top of a classic 

steep, ankle-twis�ng slope of loose rock at the base of a ver�-

cal cliff face.  Firmly grasping handy Saskatoon bushes for se-

curity, we survey for the exo�c, mysterious and elegant Pha-

celia, in amongst the dry, spreading stems of some random 

vegeta�on. Slowly, our minds come to terms with the fact 

that these scruffy-looking, straggling stems creeping over the 

talus rock are it: this is Phacelia ramosissima. 

 

Recovering from my shock over the plant’s total lack of ele-

gance, I remind myself that rarity and elegance do not always 

go together, and that every organism, par�cularly those na-

�ve to a place, have an inherent right to existence. Here is a 

plant whose only foothold in all of Canada is on the Osoyoos 

West Bench, and whose only habitat is restricted to a narrow 

band at the junc�on of a ver�cal rock face and a talus slope, 

preferably with a northeast aspect.  Ma Nature rarely does 

one-offs, so who knows what role this Phacelia plays in the 

complex interconnected ecological web we call the Osoyoos 

West Bench. Looking down on the encroaching suburbs, golf 

courses and ATV trails, I do worry about whether this humble 

Phacelia will have the chance to play out it’s ecological role 

over the long term. Maybe I’ll start a movement called Phace-

lia Rights. 

Don Gayton 

 

(See photo on page 8) 

Northern Parula.                     Photo by Paul Graham 

Northern Parula at Vaseux Lake 

The Northern Parula is one of the western hemisphere’s war-

blers. It is the size of a Chickadee and its fli\ng ac�ons re-

minds me of a Kinglet. 

On the morning of November 5, 2015 there was one male 

foraging in the leafless Water Birches at the beginning of the 

boardwalk at Vaseux Lake. The bird was ac�ve and it took 

several minutes to get a clear view. Janna Leslie and I had 

good looks at the bird. Then Paul Graham arrived and before 

long he had photographs showing the cri�cal features to 

iden�fy the bird. 

The Northern Parula is rare in Bri�sh Columbia. There are 

only 15 accepted reports of it and of those, three are from 

the Interior (Edgewood (south of Nakusp), Loon Lake (near 

Cache Creek), and Inkaneep Provincial Park, Oliver.  It’s nor-

mal range is in Canada and the US  east of a line from Winni-

peg to  southern Texas. 

This recent sigh�ng and the Inkaneep record are the only 

autumn occurrences. 

The status of the species in Bri�sh Columbia was recently 

reviewed by Toochin and Cecile (h=p://ibis.geog.ubc.ca/

biodiversity/efauna/documents/Northern_Parula-RT-DC-

d.pdf).  

Jim Ginns 

Phacelia Writes, Rites and Rights 

 

It is aTernoon in the ho=est part of Canada, in perhaps the 

ho=est summer on record. Eva and I scramble among the rocks 

and sagebrush of the Osoyoos West Bench, hard by the United 

States Border. I am swea�ng profusely: Eva merely glistens. We 

are here on a mission to find rare plants. 

 

Now the word “rare” conjures up mental images of elegant 

objects in museums--Ming vases, ancient manuscripts, that  
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Editor’s Note:  The following ar�cle is a slightly abridged ver-

sion of the discussion re the possibility of the RDOS undertak-

ing a Conserva�on Fund that is taken from the SOSCP website.  

Reprinted with their permission. 

Funding Conserva�on  

A Conserva�on Fund will help communi�es ensure the sus-

tainability of nature and protect our quality of life now, and 

for the future.  

WHAT IS A LOCAL CONSERVATION FUND? 

Local conserva�on funds are dedicated funds held by a re-

gional district or municipality for the specific purpose of un-

dertaking conserva�on projects.   

WHERE DOES THE MONEY FOR A LOCAL CONSERVATION 

FUND COME FROM? 

Nature conserva�on can be considered a service provided by 

local and regional governments, similar to services like recrea-

�on, libraries, waste management, sewer and water. Conser-

va�on Funds are generated by annual contribu�ons made by 

households through a property levy.  

While a dollar figure has not yet been determined, feedback 

so far indicates that a reasonable amount would be just under 

$10 per household, per year on average. 

WHERE ELSE IS THIS DONE? 

Several BC regions such as the Central Okanagan, Vancouver 

Island and East & Central Kootenays have had great success 

with local conserva�on funds.  

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

Once established, community groups and other organiza�ons 

apply to the fund to support their projects.  

One of the biggest benefits of a conserva�on fund is that 

money from the fund can be used to a=ract funding from oth-

er private, provincial and federal sources and provide even 

greater benefit to our economy and communi�es.   

WHO HOLDS AND MANAGES THE FUND? 

To ensure transparency, the fund is held and overseen by lo-

cal governments in a dedicated account and overseen with 

the assistance of an independent technical commi=ee.  

HOW IS IT ENSURED THAT THE CONSERVATION FUND WILL 

ONLY BE USED FOR CONSERVATION PROJECTS?  

Establishing a service bylaw will provide the legal framework 

in which the money will be collected and spent. The bylaw will 

be detailed in its descrip�on so that it cannot be directed to  

 

non-conserva�on projects.  

DO ALL RDOS AREAS AND MUNICIPALITIES PARTICIPATE IN 

THIS FUND?  

The success of this fund is based on as many property owners 

as possible contribu�ng.  An invita�on is open to all electoral 

areas and communi�es in the South Okanagan Similkameen 

to par�cipate.  

WHO MAKES THE FINAL DECISION FOR THE EXPENDITURE 

OF FUNDS?  

Since this fund is generate through local government service 

bylaws, it is proposed that a commi=ee of technical experts 

and local government decision makers work together to set 

criteria to ensure that any project proposed to this fund con-

tributes to important conserva�on goals.  

WHAT WILL THE FUNDS BE USED FOR? 

The South Okanagan Similkameen is one of the four most 

endangered areas in Canada. Residents care about the future 

of our environment and support investments that protect 

nature and the quality of life in our communi�es. Some of the 

goals of a fund may be to: 

Protect ecosystems and their services that support our 

economy and communi�es 

Protect  watersheds, including lakes, watercourses and 

groundwater 

Address threats from invasive species 

Conserve and restore ecologically important areas  

Build on the network of regional green and open spaces 

for people and wildlife 

Support stewardship ac�vi�es to restore and enhance 

damaged or disappearing ecosystems 

Increase recrea�on and tourism opportuni�es; encour-

age people to explore the region’s history and natu-

ral environment 

Encourage  volunteer nature conserva�on ac�vi�es 

Support environmental educa�on and awareness 

IS THIS RELATED TO THE NATIONAL PARK? 

Establishing a conserva�on fund is not part of a proposed 

na�onal park. A conserva�on fund is a separate, prac�cal tool 

for local communi�es to fund and accomplish a variety of 

sustainability objec�ves.  

(con�nued on next page) 
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(con�nued from page 7) 

HOW LONG WILL THE FUND BE IN PLACE?  

OTen, conserva�on funds have a lifespan of 10 years or so, at 

the end of which, communi�es can decide whether they would 

like to con�nue.  

WHAT IS THE SOUTH OKANAGAN SIMILKAMEEN CONSERVA-

TION PROGRAM? 

The South Okanagan Similkameen Conserva�on Program 

(SOSCP) is a partnership of 50 government and non-

government organiza�ons that have been working together 

since 2000 to conserve nature for South Okanagan and 

Similkameen communi�es.  

Marine Protected Areas 

Editor’s note:  Under the UN Conven�on on Biological Diversi-

ty (of which Canada is a signatory) we are supposed to protect 

at least 10 percent of our marine waters by 2020.  As of  2014 

we are just over one percent, ranking us 23
rd

 amongst OECD 

countries.  The Philippines, Indonesia, Russia, the US and 

many other countries are well ahead of us. The US and Aus-

tralia have both protected more than 30%of their marine wa-

ters.    

The following ar�cle, which I thought extremely well done, is 

reprinted (with permission) from the November edi�on of the 

CPAWS-BC e-newsle=er.  It was wri=en by Alexandra  Barron, 

CPAWS Ocean Conserva�on Manager. 

The Living Dead: Canada’s Zombie MPAs 

Somewhere in the deep dark bowels of a government office 

lurks a horrible secret. Hidden in the shadows, entombed in a 

filing coffin cabinet, and smothered in cobwebs, where not 

even the bravest soul dare go is the terrifying truth about Can-

ada’s zombie MPAs. 

Buried alive by red tape and poli�cal iner�a, these projects 

were once young and the sites were full of life and hope. But 

the lack of progress has sucked the lifeblood from these files 

and leT their desiccated corpses ro\ng in the crypts of DFO 

and Parks Canada. If you listen closely you can hear the blood 

curdling cries of the vic�ms in their death throes. 

The Southern Strait of Georgia na�onal marine conserva�on 

area, looms under the waves like The Kraken. But like all good 

monsters, is rarely seen in full, we get just a flee�ng glimpse of 

the NMCA once in a while, and then it disappears into the 

depths once again. The last signs of life were seen over 3 years 

ago. 

Race Rocks on the other hand is truly one of the undead. First  

announced as an area of interest twenty years ago, there have 

been few signs of life in the past five years. Yet s�ll it lurks. 

Unfinished and unprotected. Floundering in bureaucra�c pur-

gatory. 

If Race Rocks is the undead, then Big Eddy must be the boogey-

man. Many years back we were told it existed, we saw some-

thing out of the corner of our eye and we can s�ll feel its pres-

ence although we are told that it doesn’t actually exist 

The spectres of these proposed MPAs con�nue to haunt us. 

The Horror. The Horror. 

Our worry is that by the �me these zombie MPAs return to the 

land of the living there will be nothing leT to protect, that with-

out protec�on these places will become mere ghosts of their 

former selves. RIP our beau�ful coastline. 

Our only hope is that the change in government will breathe 

some life into these morbid projects. We hope that the new 

ministers will turn the light on in the basement, dust the cob-

webs off these files, and like Frankenstein, give these projects a 

blast of energy and bring them back to life. 

Phacelia ramosissima , branched phacelia. 

Photo by Eva Antonijevic 

This photo accompanies the story on page 6. 
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House Wren 

 

Discovering Birds and other Marvels of the South Okanagan      

I’m a recent arrival in the South Okanagan, a migrant species 

from the BC coast, Cortes Island to be exact.  I leT behind the 

dense rain coast covered in salal and blackberries, deep ever-

green forests and lively seashores that seemed the epitome of 

natural diversity. 

What a shock to discover the dry interior is also a rich collec�on 

of wonders.  Here superficially barren looking rabbit bush 

hillsides and rolling grassland areas, Ponderosa pine forest and 

rare water sources provide hugely important habitat and a sur-

prising plethora of ‘new to me’ birds, plants and mammals! 

My discoveries really opened up due to folks like Doreen Olson 

and Connie Denesiuk who shared some special places and, in-

vited me to par�cipate in a poten�al book about the lands and 

treasures of the Na�onal Park Concept area.  The Meadowlark 

Fes�val too has been a big player in introducing me to ‘things 

that might not be no�ced.’  With passionate guides like that 

and an occasional cameo by Dick Cannings, everyday is 

‘discovery day.’ 

From extraordinary mosses, yes, mosses (!) lichens and �ny 

flowers like Pink Twinks, to athle�c Big Horn Sheep and Moun-

tain Goats, from unexpectedly beau�ful Mariposa Lilies to dain-

ty Spo=ed Sandpipers and big-eyed Killdeer, all have caught my 

eye.  What a delight to hear Meadowlark song or track an owl 

by following the alarm calls of small birds.  The la=er lead me to 

my first Great Horned Owl sigh�ng and what a buzz when those 

big yellow eyes met mine. 

This wide-open landscape is a bonus too.  It’s so easy to move 

through and see into.  What fun to have this world pulled in 

close with my lightweight Canon Power Shot SX50 with built-in 

super op�cal and digital zoom.  This camera has really added to 

my interest and ability to ‘focus’ on my new environment.  Here 

are some of my favourite bird photos. 

Dianne Bersea 

Eastern Kingbird 

Osprey Spo=ed sandpiper 



 

 

www.southokanagan nature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.  Glenda and Bob work hard to try and 

keep it up to date (we do fall behind some �mes) and keep you informed as to what is going on.  This is the spot to 

go for the latest informa�on on monthly mee�ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, 

both on the home page and in the photography sec�on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her 

a few of your Okanagan Valley nature  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica�on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC, PO Box 23050, Pen�cton BC V2A 8L7 

Individual………………$30 per year                       Family …………………$40 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is September to August; if joining aTer April please contact the membership secretary first. 
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Galapagos finches courtesy of Anne Murray via Eva Durance 


