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A few of the SONC members who made the trip up to Cathedral Park admire the view
over Lady Slipper Lake.

Photo by Michele Castro
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South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club
PO Box 23050, Penticton BC V2A 8L7
Website: http://southokanagannature.com

Mission Statement:
To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promoting its conservation.
Membership: Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31)

Monthly meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from September through May (except December) at 7PM in the
basement hall of the Penticton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New
members always welcome.

Board meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. Please contact any Executive or director if you wish to add an item
to the agenda.

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner
of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM). Be prepared to car pool. Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes. Bring a lunch and dress for the weather. Everyone welcome. For more info contact
Charmaine Foster or Joyce Hoglund or check out the birding page on the website.

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight. Check the website for details.
Please notify of the trip leader if you intend to participate. Dress for the prevailing weather conditions, wear appropriate footwear,
bring a lunch and drinking water. Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday outings.

SONC s a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Alliance.

Executive Officers: Coordinators/Representatives:

President: vacant Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca
Conservation Committee:
Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca

Merle Kindred mekindred@gmail.com

Vice-president: vacant
Past president: Bob Handfield 250 497 8702; soncbhob@shaw.ca

Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250 490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com ) )
Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors)

Secretary: Marlene Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@shaw.ca BC Nature Rep: Joyce Hoglund, 250 492 0512; joyceh21@shaw.ca

Directors: Field Trips:
Gerry Buzzell 250328 8143; grbuzzell@gmail.com Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca
Doreen Olson 250497 6889; threegates@shaw.ca Mits Hikichi 250 494 8731; mhikichi@vip.net

Lisa Scott 250 404 0115; ecomatters@shaw.ca
Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Executive)

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca
Meeting programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com

Membership Secretary: Christine Andersen, chrisko8517 @gmail.com
Newsletter Submission Dates: Publicity: Mits Hikichi; mhikichi@shaw.ca

Please submit material for publication by the 15th of January, March, ~ Refreshments: Jean Brosseok; 250 492 4588; jeanbrosseok@shaw.ca
June, September and November. Any item relevant to the Club is Jim Shaver (see Directors for contacts)
welcome as are photos taken by club members. S Okanagan Habitat Garden: Joyce Hoglund (see above)

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above)

Cover photo: Cathedral Provincial Park covers just over 33,000 hectares comprised of jagged peaks, meadows and numerous
lakes. It is located between the more western (and wetter) Cascade Mountains and the drier Okanagan Valley. The highest peak is
over 8,000 ft. in elevation. Unfortunately, like many BC Parks, it is suffering from a lack of funds for trail maintenance and other
necessary maintenance. Even the BC Parks website is out of date, apparently not having been updated since July 2 when a notice
on the site warned of a wildfire burning in a nearby area. This aside, many consider Cathedral Provincial Park to be one of the
more spectacular Parks in southern BC.
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Conservation Committee Report

As reported in the June Honker, we sent another letter about
the National Park issue because Environment Minister Polak
had dismissed our previous letter without sufficient consider-
ation. Our most recent letter was addressed to Premier Clark
and copied to the 5 cabinet ministers with responsibilities
affected by such a park as well as our MLAs and various or-
ganizations which had previously expressed interest in the
proposed Park. We have yet to receive a reply, but we were
pleasantly surprised when Minister Polak announced in Au-
gust that the Park issue may be revisited. On August 12, she
recommended some lands for National Park Status
(Intentions Paper, Protected Areas Framework for British Co-
lumbia’s South Okanagan: Invitation for Public Feedback).

The areas which BC suggested for National Park Reserve sta-
tus are smaller than and different from what had been pro-
posed in the joint report by BC and Canada back in 2011 be-
fore BC withdrew from the Park Study Process. Three sepa-
rate areas were identified in this Intentions Paper. Area 1is
land in the Kilpoola area bounded by Highway 3 on the north
side and the border with Washington on the south. Area 2 is
immediately north of Highway 3 along the height of land and
extending north of both Oliver and Cawston. Area 3 is north
of Area 2 and separated from Area 2 by a strip of private and
unprotected Crown Land. Area 3 includes land around White
Lake and west of Vaseux; some of Area 3 is an addition to
lands proposed for Park Reserve in the 2011 report.

Area 2 is much larger than Areas 1 or 3; indeed it is about the
same size as Areas 1 and 3 combined. Only Areas 1 and 3 are
proposed for National Park Reserve status in this Intentions
Paper. Area 2 is proposed to be protected by designating
Crown Lands within Area 2 as Conservancies under the BC
Park Act. This would allow most existing uses to continue on
those Crown Lands but would prohibit commercial logging
and mining. Thus Crown Lands in Area 2 would have more
protection than at present but not nearly as much as if they
were a National Park Reserve. There is a strip of Crown and
private land between Areas 2 and 3 which is not recommend-
ed for either Conservancy or National Park Reserve status in
this Intentions Paper.

Although we welcome this move by BC to reconsider a Na-
tional Park and enhanced protection of lands that support
rare and endangered species, we also think that the National
Park Reserve should be sufficiently large and connected that
it is a viable entity. This is essential to allow the movement of
species from lower to higher elevation as our climate be-
comes warmer and dryer. It is also necessary in order to have
a viable National Park office which can both attract tourists
and enforce land use regulations within the Park boundary.
From the time when the National Park Study process began
back in 2003, it was understood that any private properties
within or near the Park boundary would be purchased and
added to the Park whenever they were offered for sale, pro-
vided they had significant conservation value and Parks Cana-
da had sufficient funding budgeted to purchase them.

It is important that each of us take the opportunity to

respond to the Intentions Paper, so that Minister Polak knows
we welcome this initiative and wish to see some enhance-
ments to the Protected Areas proposal. Here is the link to
this Intentions Paper Protected Areas Framework proposal:

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/planning/protected-areas-
framework-s-okanagan.html

Whether or not the Park issue is revisited depends upon the
feedback from the public, First Nations, land owners, lease
holders, and other user groups of the lands being considered
for such a Park. The feedback requested in this Intentions
Paper takes the form of 7 questions:

You need not answer all 7 questions, but it is very important
that you indicate your support for a National Park. If you pre-
fer, you can indicate your support in an email to the Ministry
of Environment by sending an email to
ENV.Mail@gov.bc.ca . Elsewhere in this issue of the
Honker, Doreen Olson will have background information on
what biologists familiar with the areas and their native flora
and fauna report about the proposed areas for your infor-
mation and consideration. Please feel free to phone or email
me or Doreen should you have any questions about the Inten-
tions Paper or providing your feedback.

Jim Bryan, Chair of SONC Conservation Committee

COMING EVENTS

Thursday, October 22. SONC Annual General Meeting, Pot-
luck Dinner and Members’ Show and Tell Night.

This will be an opportunity for club members to show pho-
tos of their trips (club or other) or to make a brief presenta-
tion on a natural history subject of their choosing.

We have an hour for the presentations. Please let Anthea
know by Monday October 19" if you have photos to show,
how long you need (5-10 min.), and equipment required
(email adbryan@shaw.ca). If you would like to speak for 5-
10 min, please let me know the subject so that we can plan
the timing and order of presentations.

Thursday Nov. 26 Nature Conservancy of Canada

Barb Pryce and Michelle Dano of the Nature Conservancy of
Canada will present on NCC’s newest addition to the Sage
and Sparrow Conservation Area: Kit Carr. Kit Carr was se-
cured in March 2015 with financial support from SONC and
its members. Barb and Michelle will talk about this new
property, what NCC has found there and updates about the
whole conservation area.

December—date to be announced

Annual Christmas Bird Count and count-up pot luck dinner.
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Thank you Ladies!

Colleen Emshay (better known as Jordyn’s mom) is our new
Treasurer. Colleen works at Penticton Towing as their
bookkeeper and is also currently earning a Bachelor of Com-
merce degree as well as being mom to two girls. We're not
sure what she does in her spare time!

Christine Andersen is our new membership secretary. Chris
says she is a transplant from Calgary and only moved to the
Okanagan in 2013. She lives with her sister in Summerland,
who is also a recent transplant, albeit from Langley. Since join-
ing SONC, Christine has taken up birding and is a regular on the
Thursday outings.

Not only do we want to thank Colleen and Christine for getting
so involved even though they are both new members, we
should take this opportunity to thank everyone who works to
make the Club a success. Their names are listed on page 2 un-
der the various categories where they help out.

Help Needed

Marlene Hikichi has been Club secretary for a good number of
years and feels it is time to move on to other things. This
means we need a new secretary. SONC has been a successful
organization for 53 years but we can’t function if people won't
step up to the plate and contribute so please give some
thought to becoming secretary or helping out with one of the
other vacant (or soon to be vacant) positions.

Another vacant position is the Club president—it might be a bit
much to step right into being the president if you haven’t been
on the Board but you could think of joining the Club’s Board.

Charmaine Foster has been organizing field trips for many
years and feels it is time for her to step down. She is going to
continue helping with the Thursday birding group but we need
someone to help organize our other field trips.

Many thanks to both Marlene and Charmaine for helping to
make our Club successful. Well done!

Pay Attention
One day inJuly, after feeding the Burrowing Owls at the facili-
ty just behind SORCO, | was walking back to my car quite mind-
lessly looking at the ground and not paying attention. Suddenly
I looked up to see a large cat walking across my path a short
distance away. It was absolutely unbelievable and startling; at
that same moment the two resident SORCO dogs passed me at
full chase, dust flying and they were barking with intent. They
chased the young cougar over to the flight pen. The cougar
turned quickly and changed direction back towards me but
Instead of leaving the property it climbed up a large Ponderosa
almost to the top. | got in my car and took a couple of photos. |
was amazed at how its camouflage made it disappear into the
tree. After removing the dogs, we watched for about half an
hour longer but the cougar didn’t leave its perch so we left to
give it space. No one knows how long the cat stayed in the
tree. It left as secretly and silently as it came and hasn’t been
seen since. Doreen Olson
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BIRD QUIZ

This species has only been recorded in the Okanagan Valley
three times but if you ever do see it here it would be nice to
know what it is. This photo was taken in southern AZ by Bob
Handfield




The Heavens

Main event coming up is an eclipse of the Moon on the even-
ing of September 27. An honest to goodness total eclipse of
the Moon, and the last one we’ll see here for a while. When
the Moon struggles up from behind the mountains in the east
early in the evening it will already be totally eclipsed, appear-
ing as a dim reddish disc, and will stay that way until

8:23 . After that it will slowly extract itself from the Earth’s
shadow, to be completely clear by 9:27 . That’s a leisurely
process, and it’s fun to watch the different features of the
Moon, the craters and maria, appear from out of the shadow
as it slowly withdraws.

Next on the list of events is a dance of the planets in the morn-
ing sky — Venus, Jupiter, and Mars, with the bright star Regu-
lus (of constellation Leo) joining in. They will all be sedate-

ly moving around each other: approaching, imperceptibly nod-
ding, then moving on to the next, all through the month of
October. The stretch from October 16 to 29 is a particularly
good one to catch, when they will be bunched up fairly close
to one another as they do their day-to-day quadrilles. From
mid-November on they will be more strung outin a line, from
Venus low in the south-east, to Mars, then Jupiter, and on to
Regulus which will be high in the southern sky.

A good time to see this dance and parade as it slowly unfolds
in the eastern sky is about six inthe morning, as it starts to get
light. Main participants in the spectacle, Venus and Jupiter,
are easy to see. Venus is instantly recognisable, glaringly
bright, commanding your attention even when you're not
looking for it. Jupiter is somewhat less than that, but still very
obvious and the next brightest thing in the sky. Regulus is an
ordinary bright star, yellowish in colour, fainter than its danc-
ing partners but still one of the brightest stars up there. Mars
is faintest of the four, looking like a bright star although not as
bright as Regulus, and reddish in colour.

The evening sky offers us Saturn, low in the south-west as
darkness falls. But not for long: it shifts lower each evening
and will be gone by mid-October or so. The real prize in the
evening is the Milky Way, arching right overhead this time of
year, and plunging down to the horizon in the south. It's worth
finding a good dark location just to see that. In the picture,
taken by Debra Ceravolo from Anarchist Mountain, the Milky
Way is faintly visible right down to the horizon.

The picture also shows the fires raging in Washington State at
that time, at the same time as the fire that swept up Kobau
and Testalinden. Debra has pictures of that one too, also tak-
en from Anarchist. It was the fire which required the evacua-
tion of those enjoying the week-long star party on Mount Ko-
bau. People come from all over the continent for that event,
and they did get out safely but with a dramatic wall of flame
not far behind them.

Coincidentally, the idea of Mount Kobau becoming part of a
National Park has resurfaced recently, as described by Jim Bry-
an and Doreen Olson elsewhere in this issue. That would
make Mount Kobau, with its fabulous night skies, more acces-
sible to the public. In fact Parks Canada would make the area
a Dark Sky Preserve and have a Night Sky Programme which

featured Mount Kobau. As it stands right now, the Mt Kobau
area is being proposed by the Provincial Government to be
included in a Conservancy, rather than in the National Park.

Chris Purton

The Milky Way over Osoyoos, as seen from Anarchist Mt with
the US fires in the background. Photo by Debra Ceravolo.

Although moose are seen in the mountains on either side of
our valley, they are seldom seen right in the valley. Recently
however, Paul saw this cow moose and calf right beside High-
way 97 just south of White Lake Rd. He was so surprised that
by the time he could pull over and get out his camera they
had started to move off. Incidentally, Doreen saw a moose
not far south of this location several years ago.

Photo by Paul Graham
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Nine Club members made the trip to Cathedral Lake PP
lodge in early August. Although the trip had been planned to
hit the peak of the wildflower season, this year the flowers
were so early that most were already gone. Photo courtesy
of Charmaine Foster.

This summer’s SONC picnic was perhaps the best attended
picnic in memory with just about 60 people in attendance.
The picnic was held at Doreen’s Three Gates Farm (thank you
Doreen). The burgers were cooked to perfection by Club
member Lawrie Belliveau (thank you Lawrie) on the neatest
grill any of us had ever seen—Boyd Autobody’s car-b-que—
the back end of a 1957 Chevy! Beer and wine were supplied
at happy-hour prices and raffles and auctions were held for
some great prizes. It was a very successful event with almost
$600 being raised for our treasury. Attendees seemed to have
a good time and a bonus was all the birds flitting about.

Events like this are a lot of work and much thanks are owed to
Doreen, Maggie Handfield, Lawrie , and Harry Nielson for
helping to make this such a success.

Although quail are a “dime-a-dozen” in most parts of the
Okanagan Valley, most of us have probably never seen a
quail’s nest as they are usually so well hidden. Ole
Westby, who took this photo, writes: | was out for a little
walk today and met a person on the trail. "Did you see the
bird nest" "No." It's right there by the sidewalk". - And
there it was. Then she said "it was behind some bushes,
so | moved it so people could see it."

| was able to convince her It was created for the quail and
her alone - and not for "people to see" - So she put it
back.

I'm sure momma quail was appreciative of Ole’s interven-
tion!

A great example of glacial striations in bedrock exposed
on Cartwright Ave in Summerland.

Photo by Bob Handfield
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Information on how to answer the Provincial Protected Areas Framework Inten-
tions Paper.

SONC members may not know, or may be confused about, how to respond to the Intentions Paper that was released in mid Au-
gust and asked to respond by Oct 12. Recently, an extension was given and we now have until October 31*" to respond, so we
have a bit more time to gather our thoughts before responding.

It is really important that you respond individually, using your own words and ideas about the Provincial government’s proposed
protection in this area. | hope the following information will be a useful guideline. Our new www.yesnationalpark.com website
may also assist you when your reply to the questions. It will be updated from time to time, so visit it often to keep updated on this
issue.

The Province has stated its intentions to establish a national park in this part of Canada, with two components. This is great news,
congratulations to SONC members and everyone who has worked so hard to make this happen.

Now we have an opportunity to voice our opinion about what else should be considered and why we want it. The Province is ask-
ing our opinions. Unfortunately, the questions are somewhat vague and difficult to understand. So SOSNPN (of which our club is a
member) has given us some easy-to-understand guidance so that each one of us can express our views in our own voice. If you are
unsure how to respond to a question leave it blank.

To provide comment on the options being explored by the Province please visit

www.env.gov.bc.ca/beparks/planning/protected-areas-framework-s-okanagan.html

Question 1: Are the appropriate areas captured in the overall land protection framework?

In this section, it would be appropriate for you to thank the Province for stating their intentions to establish a national park re-
serve. If you feel that other areas, such as East Vaseux should be included within the national park reserve, this is the place to
state that.

Question 2: Are there any adjacent lands of particular conservation, recreation or cultural heritage value that should be includ-
edin Area 1?

SOSNPN's position is that “all or a significant portion of Area 2 should be included in the national park reserve”. If you feel that
Area 2 should be included in the national park reserve, let them know. Let them know, in your own words, why this area is im-
portant i.e. need for a higher level of protection for this area. It provides connectivity to the north and south (area 1 and 3) for
species movement and migration especially in light of climate change. This area has significant diversity and uniqueness of plants
and animals and contains 30% of red listed and 46% of blue listed species in BC. Mount Kobau is also world renowned for its dark
sky observation. See page 9 of this Honker for a comparison of Provincial Conservancy and a National Park.

Question 3: Are there any special considerations that should be taken into account in establishing additional protection for Area
1?

There needs to be cross border connectivity and Parks Canada needs to work closely with Washington State for movement of spe-
cies especially in light of climate change.

Question 4: Are there any adjacent lands of particular conservation, recreation or cultural heritage value that should be includ-
edin Area 2?

If you feel that Kobau, North Kilpoola or any other area should be included in the national park reserve state this explicitly and tell
them why. If you know of historical sites, sites with lots of endangered species, special trails, geological or other important sites
mention them here i.e. Haynes Ecological Reserve, the South Okanagan Wildlife Management area (Osoyoos Oxbows) and the
Fairview town site, etc.

Question 5: Are there any special considerations that should be taken into account in establishing additional protection for Area
2?

The Province is recommending that this area become a Provincial Conservancy, which is like a Provincial Park that allows sustaina-
ble development. If you believe that this is not adequate protection, state it here. If you think Parks Canada, because they have
the expertise and funding especially to reduce fuel loads to prevent wildfire, fight wildfires in and around the national park and
properly restore them afterwards, state that here.

Question 6: Are there any adjacent lands of particular conservation, recreation or cultural heritage value that should be includ-
edin Area 3?

The Province has stated its intentions work with Parks Canada to establish a national park in the White Lake basin. If you agree,
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give credit to the Province. If you believe that East Vaseux should get further or higher protection state it here. Explain why in
your own words.

Question 7: are there any special considerations that should be taken into account in establishing additional protection for Area
3?

There are many land owners and managers in the White Lake Basin. SOSNPN supports a partnership approach where Canadian
Wildlife Service (CWS), The Nature Trust (TNT), National Research Council (NRC), the Province, White Lake Observatory (DRAO),
and ranchers work cooperatively as the Province is recommending. If you agree, this is where you would state that.

Thank you for sharing your thoughts and participating in this once in a lifetime land use is

Concept Areas- Enhanced Protection (South Okanagan)
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comparison between the proposed

Sputh Okanagan-Similkameen National Park Reserve & Provincial Consen@ncy

September 1, 2015

Proposed S0S national park Proposed Provindal Conservancy

Jobs — spin-off jobs, e.g. hotel * 772 new, permanent full time jobs estimated® * 52 jobs estimated”
staff, servers, guides
Operational budget # 5837 million per year [average of natl parks in BC) * 547,000 per year (provindial average)
Visitor Spending: * _$65.9 million per year average (3573 visitor spending] * 530,400 average
Purchase of private land in #* Private land-owner rights respacted. * Private land-owner rights respected.
Park/Conservancy area # Noland appropriated.. * Noland appropriated.

= Land sold on a willing seller-willing buyer basis. * Land sold on a willing seller-willing buyer basis.

= 10 out of 12 ranchers willing or possibly willing to sall * Mo maoney to purchase private land

= £50 million available to purdchase land when available * Private land can be sold and developed

* Mo protection of critical wildlife corridors

Tax Revenue Prow of BC = 543 million per year est * 528,000 est

species at Risk

{57+ ooour in this area)

» Care and restoration of endangered species is required by federal
legislation in a national park.
= Well funded.

Little real protection of endangered species — protection
efforts poorly resourced
Many species will be extirpated or lost forever

Industrial Development

= Mot allowed

smill, sustainable industrial development allowed
Risk of Province amending park boundaries to
accommedate resource development

Helicopter landing = will continue + Wil continue
Cattle Grazing = Wil continue. Mational Park Act will be amended to incorporate * Wil continue
Provindial regulatony regime. Grazing will be monitored and * Mo effective monitoring or enforcement of management
phased out over time. plans
Hunting = Traditional Aboriginal hunting will continue * Hunting on foot may be allowed
» Traditional Aboriginal hunting will continue
ATV Uise = No ATV use * ATV use isillegal in grasslands
* ATV use not monitored, little enforcement
Fire prevention & fighting = Fire prevention and fighting is well staffed and funded + Mo additional fire prevention services

watershed protection

= ‘Watershed protection is high priority of Parks Canada

Mo support or funds for watershed protection

Community input

= Formal Public Advisory Committee required by law

Mo advisory committee

Public education, community
organizations

= Strong, funded support to community groups
»  School programs encouraged, funded, staffed

Mo support for community groups
Mo school programs

First Mations Rights & Title

= Rights & Title recognized through a Canada-First Nations
Management Agresment

Management agreement with local First Mations but little
or no funding, job commitments, etc

! The Economy of Parks Canada 2011 by Outspan

* All Provincial Park & Conservancy figures frore The Economic Impact of Canada’s Mational, Provincial & Territorial Parks in 2009 by Canadian Parks Comncil

Private [ands purchased and restored to traditional territony
Active protection and promotion of First Nations environmental
and cultwral values

Mo acquisition of private ands
Protections poorty respurced and funded

History/oultural = Visitor Centres, school programs, etc. * Mo visitor centre
interpretation/recreation = Trails built/maintained * Mo funds for trail building or maintenance

& World-dass, staffed, funded recreation fadilities * Mo recreational fadlities or programs
Tourism » world class destination for nature tourism -

Little or no investment in trails, interpretive centres etc.




www.southokanagan nature.com

If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so. Glenda and Bob work hard to try and
keep it up to date (we do fall behind some times) and keep you informed as to what is going on. This is the spot to
go for the latest information on monthly meetings, etc. Glenda has been working on changing the photographs,
both on the home page and in the photography section. She is always looking for new photos so why not send her
a few of your Okanagan Valley nature photos and let other Club members have a look at your work.

Grizzly bear family near the Nass River feeding on Lyngby’s sedge which is about 25% protein.
Photo: Jim Bryan

Membership Application / Renewal Form

Mail form to SONC, PO Box 23050, Penticton BC V2A 8L7

Individual.................. $30 per year Family .ocovvcevennnne. $40 per year
Date:....ceee e
Name(s): Phone:

Mailing Address:

Email address:

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __

The membership year is September to August; if joining after April please contact the membership secretary first.
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