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Two-tailed swallowtail butterfly - photo by Glenda Ross
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South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club
Mailing Address: PO Box 23050, Penticton, BC, VZA 8L7
Website: hitp://southokanagannature.com

Mission Statement:

“To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural word of B.C. and for promoting its

conservation”

Membership: $30 Individual$40 Family (vearly - September to August)

® Indoor meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of the month, September to May (except for December) at 7:30
P m the basement of the Pentcton United Church, 696 Main Street { blue church on the comer of Main &
Eekhardt). Please bring your own coflee mug --— New members always welcome,

® Fxecutive meetings are held on the 3nd Wednesday of the month, Please contact any Executive member if

you wish o add an tem w the agenda.

* Our birding, wildiflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry
Lane Mall {north of Warren Ave. and east of Atkinson St.) at 9:00 AM. Be prepared to car pool and offer a
donation to the driver (see elsewhere m this issue). Trps range from ‘car birding’ to casy strolls to moderake
hikes. Bring a lunch and dress for the weather. Everyone welcome! For more info, please contact Joyee

Hoglund or Charmaine Foster.

® Field Trips are generally made i the spring and fall. A list of fortheoming trips will be placed in the Honker.
Notily the tap leader of your intention to padicipate and inquire about tnp duration, degree of difficulty and
other requirements. Dress for the prevailing weather conditions, wear appropriate footwear, bring lunch and

drinking water". Pets are NOT appropriate.

® B Nature is our parent society. SONC is affiliated with Nature Canada & Okanagan Similkameen

Conservation Allance (OSCA)

Executive (Mficers:

President: Glenda Ross 250,493.7500 glendarossirshaw.ca
Vice-President: Bob Handfield

Past President: Bob Handfield 250 497 8702
bobnmaggieishaw.ca

Treasurer: Frank Focken ffockeniashaw.ca

Secretary: Marlene Hikichi 250,494 8731 whikichiga vipnet

Directors:

Joyee Hoglund 250 492 051 2 joyveeh2 L shaw.ca
Doreen Olson 250497 6859 threegatesialelus. nel
Denmnis St. John 2304986651 dsjolné hotmail.com
Jim Shaver Jim_shaverf@telus net

Newsletter Submission Dates:

The 15thof  JmuaryMarchlme Septemberand November
We welcome any nature-related articles (about 1/2 page in
length), artworkphotos (both cover art & smaller pieces),
POEMS OF CAMLOOns.

Please recyele - pass the newsletter omto a friend

Coordinators / Representatives:
Archivist: Jim Ginns 2304929610 pimnmsjiashaw.ca
Conservation Committee:
Jom Bryvan 492 0312 jebryaniashaw.ca
Dennis 5t. John (for contact see Directors)
JoinTurnbull 4964195 jkptumbulliggmail.com
Jom Shaver jim_shaveriatelus.net
BC Mature Rep: Dennis St John (contact see Directors)
Field Trips: Mits Hikichi 230.494 8731
mhikichiavipnet
Charmaine Foster 250,493, 1772 gramfosia shaw.ca
Joyee Hoglund 250,492,051 2 joveeh2 lalshaw.ca
Honker Editor: Bob Handfield (contact see Officers)
Meeting Programs: Anthea Bryan 250,492 0312
adbryaniaishaw.ca
Membership Secretary:
Mits Hikichi 494 8731 whikichiavip.net
Evalyn Wood (mail owt) 2504877577 eleven? limshaw.
e
Publicity: Jack Somers penjo3shaw.ca
Refreshments: Inez Nemmever: Jim Shaver
South Okanagan Habitat Garden Joyee Hoglund
Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (gramfosiashaw.cal;
Joyee Hoglund (joyeeh2 1 shaw.ca)

Cover photo - The two-tailed swallowtail (Papilio multicaudaius) 1s one of six swallowtail species that occurs in
the Olkanagan region; another two species occurs elsewhere in BC bringing the provineial wtal w 8 species of this
beauriful butterfly This species lays its eges on chokecherry and saskatoon bushes. The adult in this photo is

actually on milkweed.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
WELCOME BACK TO ALL! 1 trust you had a great
summer = for me it seemed much wo short, over before 1t
began. Now as we head into the cooler weather it 15 ime
to again think of the great programs and events coning
our way, Anthea has done a great job once agamn,
Severl of our summer outings had to be cancelled due to
low attendance. Please make an effort o get out to these
events. Our committee has put a lot of effort into these
events; get in touch with them to offer ideas of what you'
d like to see/do around this special area we live in.
Our Annual Pienic was a huge success. Thanks to the
organizers who put this "special” 50th Edition wgether, it
wits great time and also g great fundraiser. 1t was special
to celebrate with the tolks from Penticton Golf & Country
Club. Some of our birders have been documenting the
birds around the course to assist them with the
certification from the Audubon Cooperative Sanciuary
Program for Golf Courses, an international program
administered by Audubon International designed o
mitgate the environmental impact of golfing. A new
interpretative bird sign (o SONC specialty) was unveiled
at the Golf Course o July.
Last week | had the pleasure of taking i a small bit of the
" Aliens Among Us Exlubit” at the Penticton Museum.
Please do try get down to the museum to see the display
which is on untl Moy, 17th.
The juried art show ‘South Okanagan lmpressions’ which
is co=sponsored by our Club and Penticton Museum, waill
run Movember 23, through December 200 This 1s the last
event in our yearlong celebration of our S0th anmiversary.
lronman cleanup was another successful fundraiser for us
this year. Thank you very much to Frank & Bob for
organizing it and to everyone who came out W help.
This summer we also had a booth at the 10th Annual
“Dog Days of Summer” at See Ya Later Ranch Winery in
support of the South Okanagan SPCA. With the help of
CaWise Communications we are working on a new
display panel for the Club o use at such functions. They
also set up our webpage; contact Bob Handfield; with
items or photos for the website. We welcome your
feedback. Please make a habit of visiting our website.
The summer months also brought somrow with the passing
of long tme member Enid Maynard. She passed away on
June 25 at the age of 95; she was a valued SONC member
and true naturalist. Also this summer | lost a great fiend
& we lost another great Naturalist = Lillian Sheps. She
was a dear friend to me and | enjoyed many outings with
her. She was always fhscinated with the ways of the
wordd; physical and spiriwal. Every living thing was
special to her. Memonals to both ladies appear elsewhere
in this issue.

Coming Events

Penticton Creek Restoration Project October 13

Come on out to help support the removal of invasive weeds
and the planting of native trees and  shrubs along this City
creek. Funding for the event is provided by Canon's Take
Root Program. Meet at parking lot behind MeNicoll School,
1213 Debeck Rd Penticton; 10 AM - 1 PM

October 11 - White Lake I1BA Road Clean-up
Come join the Thursday birders as they clean up trash along
the roads in the White lake 1BA - good birding also!

October Meeting, Oet 23

Dir. Larsen, Professor of Wildlite Ecology and management at
Thompson Rivers University in Kamloops will discuss the
ecology and natural history of our two native squirrels, namely
the North American red squirrel and Northern Flying squirrel.
He will also focus on he Eastern Grey squirrel, a serious
invasive species. After invading much of Europe,, California
and western BC, the Grey squirrel has now been found in the
Okanagan. A very senous alien indeed!

Ducks Unlimited Canada Dinner November 3
About the only major group of birds to inerease in mumber in
North America over the past 50 years a are the ducks and this
is due i large pan w the fantastic job done by Ducks
Unlimited in saving wedands, Come out and help suppon
DUC at the Penticton chapter's 25th anniversary dinner and
fund-raiser. Dick Cannings will be the emcee for the evening
and will be joined by Julius Bloomfield as auctioneer. See
Bob Handfield for tickets.

November meeting - November 22

My Expenences on the Southem Interior Bluebird Trail

Lee MceFadyen 1s delighted to be invited to speak about her
long-term favourte volunteer activity. She has been involved
with the Southern Laterior Bluebird Trail since it began in the
latz 1980"s, and currently sits on the board. She will give a
presentation comprised of pietures and a few words about
bluebirds. Also, she will bring a display that includes nest
boxes.

South Okanagan Impressions November 23
Join fellow SONC members and south Okanagan artists at the
opening reception. This is the last major eveat of our 50th
anniversary celebrations. 7 PM Penticton Museum
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Conservation Committee Report
You may recall that the BC government finally released the
feasibility study of the SOS National Park in May after being
torced by Freedom of Informaton requests made by the
Official Opposition and the Penticton Westerm News, The
siudy presented new survey results on local public opinion
about the park which confinmed previous polls that park
proponents oumumber opponents by two to one. The study
also indicated that 1ssues which the BC Government had
previously cited as unresolved such as ranching and helicopter
training had, in fact, been addressed by the study, We emailed
a strong letter to Premier Clark urging her to resume
discussions about the S0O8 National Park proposal. She
replied with a short letter indicating that she had no intention
of resuming these discussions. Our letter to Prime Minister
Harper about the park was answered by Environment Minister
Kent who confirmed that the proposed park would not come
about without BC's participation,

There is reason to hope that the SOS National Pardk may yet
come about since informal and non-binding discussions are
continuing among Parks Canada, ranchers, and the Okanagan
Nation Alliance. Because many local businesses and
municipal officials favour the Park, and with a provineial
election next year, and the retirement of Bill BansofT 101
possible that serious discussion may resume between Canada
and BC.

We wrote follow up letters on two ssues which our politicians
had apparently ignored. The fisst was a letter to the Premier
about abuse of the Trans Canada Trail by ATV nders. We
also asked about the status of long-promised legislation to
control the use of ATVs, Our second letter was to Canada’s
Environment Mimster Peter Kent regarding Canada's
protection and recovery plan for Sage Grouse.

With the passage of Budget Bill C-38 in June, most of
Canada's environmental protections were swept away.

Some ramifications for BC were described by Lamy Pyon of
the Vancouver Sun (August 22, 2012):

-the Federal govemment discontinued environmental
assessments of 492 projects in BC.

-among these were gravel extraction on the lower Fraser, most
hydro projects, most wind farms, badge construction
{including demolition of the Port Mann Badge), aquaculture
operations, hazardous waste facilities, and liquid waste
disposal

-the feds will no longer assess agriculiural or municipal
drainage works, log-handling facilities, small-craft harbors or
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or marinas, dredging or disposal of dredging wastes.

-there will be no Federml assessment of cumulative
environmental impacts,

-the feds expect BC and other provinees 1o perfonm
environmental assessments and regulate pollution on their
(HWTIL

Unfortunately for citizens of BC, our provineial
govemment already gutted BC's environmental laws,
controls, and practices m the eady 2000s. Thus BC's
environmental assessment was already weak compared
with Canada's before Bill C-38. In addition to drastic cuts
to envirsnmental legistation in the eary 2000's, BC
terminated many public servants who formedy monitored
the environment. So ltis highly unlikely that BC will be
able w take over Federal responsibilities

The consequences of our poor environmental assessments
will inevitably lead to degraded and polluted
environments, loss of wilderness, and loss of other
resource values, It will also mean the expenditure of
addinonal tax dollars as it & always more expensive o
remediate environmental problems than to prevent them in
the first place. Very olten the companies causing
pollution and environmental degradation go bankmpt
leaving us taxpayers on the hook for whatever
envimmmental cleanup is done.

Our Conservation Committee will hold a meeting this
autumn and we would welcome any of you who want to
join us { Dennis St John, Jim Shaver, Tumbull, and Bryan)
or who want just o attend the meeting as an observer. 1F
you are interested, please let me know so that we can
schedule the meeting at a suitable time.

Jim Bryan, Conservation Committee Chair

Editer's Comment re Website
My experience is that very few of you are making use
of our new website. Glenda and | iy hard to keep it up
o date - 1t contains news aboul everything that 1s going
on in the Club - please use it!



Remembering
Lillian Sheps

A Poem by Lil Sheps
Ode to Birds

Oh to be a bind
Of no specific name
Rather the essence of all birds
That which connects all beings
To soar toward the sun
To break all bonds of earth
Free at last
Open to all that 1s.
To feel wind brush one's face
Be kissed by warmth of sun
Strive against wild gusis
Float on gentle brecze
To leave behind all cares
Let ego take flight

Lil (third from left) participating 10 a Chrastmas Bird Lose onesell in the joy of being
Count. Merging with the All

Lil was a member of our Club sinee 1993, She enjoyed
every aspect of natwre. Unbeknownst to many, she held a
PHD in botny and had a dynamic career as 4 botanist..
Her work ook her o deserts from lsrael o Nevada
developing methods to "make the desert bloom". She told
stones of the *belly flowers”, those that one must lay on
their belly to even see. She lived her life as she noted of
the deserts flowers, taking only what's needed to flourish
and leaving ample for others to also flounsh. Her greatest
Joy and spirimal sustenance came from her long time
involvement with the En'owkin Centre, She loved and
respected all living things; us birders will fondly remember
her words “Just another bird", a reminder o us all w
honour each and every living thing, Her spiatual quest
took her on many adventures. 1 will definstely miss her
insight.

Lil, yvou were a remarkable inspirational woman: Scientist,
Mystic, Poet, Lover of Namre, and hifelong seeker of
Truth. Your generosity will never be forgotten.

Unveiling of the new bird interpretative sign
cnowkinf@vip.net and extend Lil's love of life, Penticton Goll & Country Club
Glenda Ross

Please consider joining "Friends of En"owkin”

Penticton Golf & country Club superintendent Larry Olson and
SONC vice-president Bob Handfield unveil the new bird sign
recently installed on the course. Data for the sign comes from
bird surveys carned out by SONC members over the past year as
the golf course undertakes to achieve Audubon Internatonal
certification. SONC members will be pleased to know that the
PG&CC paid the entire cost of the sign.
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Field Trip Schedule for remainder of vear

Ot 3-6- Retfel Bird Sanctuary (www reilelbirdsanctuary,
comy); one of the best birding places in BC for migrting
shorebirds. Leaders Frank & Bob

Ot 14- Golden Mile hake, Oliver (moderate 10 km.)
Leader - Jack

One of the field p groups enpoying a day in the sun at
Fintry Provincial Park.

lronman Race Clean-up Project

Another suceessful fund-raiser was completed on Monday
August 27 as about 32 members wened out to clean up
Eastside Road between Penticton and Okanagan falls.
Above, Margot & Olaf Henny and left Maggie Handfield
& Monica Bellivean and Evalyn Wood show how its done.
Afterwards most of the crew gathered at the Penticton Golf
& Country Club for a late breaktast or coflee | the crowd
was oo big to 11t in one photo).
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The Heavens

Jupiter 15 the planet wo watch over the next few months, In
early Oetober it will rise in the north-east late in the evening,
The conspicuous and large " Summer Triangle’ will grace the
skies as well, nding high with bright blue Deneb (top-left
comer of triangle, and bead of the Northern Cross) directly
overhead.

By ecarly November Jupiter will be visible in the eastern sky
dunng the cady evening. By that time the Summer Triangle
will have shifted over o the west and south-west.

In eardy December Jupiter will be farly high in the south-east
after darkness falls. This great planet will have been hanging
out in the constellation Taurus all this time, and by carly
Drecember will have oozed its way down close to the bright
omnge star Aldebamn, the eye of the Bull. In contrast to the
star, Jupiter 15 detinitely yellow in colour, and considerably
brighter.

By carly December the Summer Triangle will be sinking out of

sight in the west, but the triling part of it appears particulardy
dramatic at that time of year. That's the Northern Cross,
standing upright on the north-west honzon, looking huge and
magnificent -- much grander than the famous Southem Cross
which seems to have got a more favourable press. In Greek
mythology, m the pre-Christian erm, the Cross was known as
Cyenus, the Swan, in which bnght blue Deneb marked the tail,

The Moon is also faidy eventful dunng the coming season. 1t
will be full on September 29 -- the "Harvest Moon” -- and 4
few days later, on October 6, will pass close by Jupiter, so
close that from the ar southem regions of our planet i will
actually cross i front of the planet - an "occultanon’ of
Jupiter by the Moon. For us, though, they will just appear
“close”, with Jupiter above the Moon. And it will be quite late
in the evening before the two of them rise from behind the
mountains i the norh-east.

The Moon will be full agam on October 29 -- the "Hunter's
Moon’ - and a few days later, on November 3, will do the
same trick with Jupiter.

The Full Moen after that, on November 28, does not have o
spectal name, but it will  have Jupiter appearing close toit,
Just above, on that same night. Good thing Jupiter 1s 5o bnght,
or it would be completely lost in the glare of the Full Moon.
And the same story for those in the far south: Jupiter will, once
again, acmally be occulted by the

Moon for observers in those regions,

Another lunar shenanigan this season 1s a total solar
eclipse on November 13, when the Moon passes in front of
the Sun. Not for us, though. The path of wtahity stretehes
across the South Pacific Ocean. from Austrba to Chile.
Many “eclipse cruises’ will be heading that way. |
understand they "re not fully booked yet.

Morning sky features unbelievably bnght Venus, in the
east throughout the season.

Chris Purton

Dog Days - See Ya Later Ranch Winery
An event to support the SPCA

Marlene and Joyee looked after the SONC booth at this
event Tor a few hours and then were relieved by Dennis &
Bob. A few Birding Trail guides were sold but more
importantly, many people stopped by o chat und learn
about SONC.

T
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Another Loon Rescue

Grireg Tellier sent in these photos of another loon
which probably owes its lite to Greg. This rescue
ook place in early September at Chain Lake when the
loon become trupped behind a weir in an area where
there was insufficient room for it to get arbome.
Greg, with some help, managed w get the loon in a
net factually he says it jumped right 10t the net) and
transported it to open water where it quickly settled
down. When checked a day later, the loon was doing
Just great, thank you.

This s Greg's second loon rescue in two years - what
is the wildlife in the Osprey Lake area going o do
when he and Terry move away!?
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lin Memoriam
Enid Maynard
The Tree Lady

Enid looking after the SONC booth at the Pentlicton
farmer's Market, 1997

Enid was one of those rarities in the Okanagan = actually bom
and mised here. Dunng the Second Wodd War she was a nveter
in a munitions factory in Toronto, After the War, she retwrned o
BC, graduated from the Vancouver General Hospital as a
Practical Nurse and went on to become an x-ray technician at
Summerland General Hospital, .

Enid was the consummate volunteer, ever recnuiting others 1o
join her. In 1997 she was given the Arts Appreciation Award by
the Summerland Community Ars Council for her contributions
and in 1999 Summedand named her Volunteer of the Year, She
was with the Girl Guides, Soropotomists International, Food
Bank, Penticton Retirement Centre, Arthritis Society, and on the
boards of the Summedand Communmty Ans Council, Parkdale
Place and Okanagan Sumilkameen Parks Society 1o name just a
few organizations.

Enid’s real passion was the environment. She joined SONC in
1963 and mn 1971 became the first warden of the newly created
Trout Creck Ecological Reserve, a post she held until 1992,
Amongst other things she created a mster of all the hertage trees
in Summedand, alerting property owners and the Municipality to
the importance of caring for and preserving those rees. The
planting of trees was always on her mind and she ofien enlisied
others to join ber on tree-planting missions. Her work eamed her
the title "The Tree Lady™. In 2009 the Summedand Communities
in Bloom Committee planted a maple wee in her honour at the
newly created Lakeside Park.

Enid Maynard passed away i June 2012, she was 95,



50th Anniversary Picnic at Penticton Golf & Country Club

-

|

!l_ll'-"!f’i-ui -
r' .;:I h " ‘

Aflter counting the money our treasurer Frank was all Looking over auction items.
smules,

Dick Cannings - cake cutter extraordinaire! Jim Shaver wants to make sure he gets his share.
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www.southokanagannature.com

This is our Club's new website and you should be checking in at least once a
week. This will now be one of the main ways of communicating with all our
members especially between issues of the Honker. Pretty well everything about
our Club will be posted there. Of course we will still continue to publish The
Honker five times a year.

Everything will be just
ducky if everybody pays
their annual SONC dues in
a timely manner.

Its membership renewal time - pay
the treasurer in cash or cheque;
mail a cheque to our PO box or
pay on our website with PayPal.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
SONC Membership application/renewal form
South Okanagan Naturalists' Club, PO Box 23050 Penticton BC V2A 8L7

Individual.................530 Family. ..o 940
Date:
MName(s) Phone:

Mailing Address:

Email address:

Do you wish to receive your Honker by email?
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