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Cover photo:  Yellow-rumped warblers come in two “versions”;  “Audubon's” with a yellow throat and “Myrtle” with a white-

throat. Both are found in the Okanagan in the spring and summer.  They normally arrive about mid-April and are gone by mid-

October although many years a few can be found all winter in the Pen�cton area, especially around the Yacht Club area.  One of 

the most common warblers, Yellow-rumped warbler is found across North America .  Audubon’s is most common in the West while 

Myrtle is more common in the East. 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo�ng its conserva�on. 

Membership:  Individual: $30; Family: $40 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen�cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Please contact any Execu�ve or director if you wish to add an item 
to the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy 
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info contact 

Charmaine Foster or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no�fy of the trip leader if you intend to par�cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi�ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou�ngs. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva�on Alliance. 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Bob Handfield, 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Lisa Sco", 250 404 0115; ecoma"ers@shaw.ca 

Past president:  

Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250  490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com 

Secretary:  Bobbi Bodden , a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Chris�ne Andersen (ex officio)  chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Myrna Bosomworth; myrnabosomworth@yahoo.ca 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Wendy Stewart  250 487 1442  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

Newsle%er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica�on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva�on Commi"ee: 

 Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca 

              Gerry Gilligan  gerrygilligan@yahoo.com 

 Brian Horejsi  b2horejsi@shaw.ca   

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Wendy Stewart  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

              Alex Bodden    a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu�ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee�ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca 

Membership Secretary:  Chris�ne Andersen, chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Publicity:  Mits Hikichi; mhikichi@shaw.ca 

Refreshments:   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi temporarily 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 

8517 Prairie Valley Road 

Summerland BC  V0H 1Z4 

www.southokanagannature.com 
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Coming Events 

September 30—The Nature trust of BC tree plan�ngs at 

Road 22, Oliver.  Meet at the kiosk at 9:30 

October 3—The Nature Trust of BC plan�ngs at Okanagan 

Falls.  Meet on Allendale Rd which comes off the Oliver 

Ranch Rd.  Go into the industrial area of Ok Falls and south 

on Oliver  Ranch Rd. Turn le5 on Allendale Rd.  Meet at 

10:30. 

October 4—The Nature Trust of BC plan�ngs at Vaseux 

lake, Okanagan Falls.  Meet at the Scudder house at  3525 

Hwy 97  at 9:30 

For all three of the above events lunch will be provided to 

par�cipants. However you must let The Nature Trust know 

you are coming.  Call Nick at:  250 488  7204 or email at: 

nburdock@naturetrust.bc.ca  All events end by 1:00PM 

October 26—SONC Annual General Mee�ng, celebra�on of 

SONC’s 55th anniversary with pizza night and  Guyana: 

800+ Indigenous Species of Birds 

Merle Kindred returns from six months in South America 

with much to share about life in this global “hot spot” of 

birding. Georgetown boasts a variety of hawks, egrets, her-

ons, the noisy Kiskadee, and Orange-winged Amazons cir-

cling in screeching flocks at dawn and dusk.  

The hinterlands yield varied Kingfishers, Macaws, and Tou-

cans plus the iconic Cock-of-the-Rock, and the Goliath bird-

ea�ng spider. Coastal and riverine areas are home to the 

Hoatzin, Rufous Crab Hawk, and a variety of other shore 

birds. Do a"end the October mee�ng and learn more about 

this jewel-like country of 80 percent intact rainforests with 

abundant flora and fauna.
 
  

November 23—SONC monthly mee�ng.  Gerry Buzzell will 

give us an illustrated tour of Iceland based on their recent 

trip in September of this year.  Jerry says the talk will be a 

non-geologist's impression of the geology and landscape of 

Iceland, based on their ten day circumnaviga�on of the is-

land. 

President’s Message 

By now most of you know that Club member Jean Brosseok 

passed away last month.   A memorial appears elsewhere in 

this issue. 

I am happy to say that our search for  a Club Secretary has 

come to a successful conclusion.  ASer interviewing close to 

hundreds of applicants, some from as far away as Summer-

land and Ok Falls, the search commi"ee decided that Bobbi 

Bodden was best suited to step into the job!  Congratula�ons 

Bobbi and thank you so much for helping out.  Part of this 

above paragraph is not quite true—I’ll leave it to you to figure 

out where I was using a bit of hyperbole. 

As men�oned last issue, this year is SONC’s 55th anniversary. 

To help celebrate the occasion, we have decided to make the 

October AGM another pizza night since our most recent pizza 

night was such a huge success.  The cost will be $5 per mem-

ber and the Club will cover the remainder.  It will be necessary 

to purchase �ckets in advance, either on our website through 

PayPal or from Glenda at the Pen�cton Seniors’ Drop-in Cen-

tre. Tickets will go on sale October  12 with the final day of 

sales being October  23.  Advance purchase is required. 

Plans are con�nuing for our nature photo contest to be held 

next year.  I hope you all had a chance to read the great story 

the Western did on the contest a few weeks ago and also the 

nice li"le write –up about the Club.  The Board has unani-

mously approved a contribu�on of $500 from Club funds to 

help defray start-up costs of the  contest.  It is expected (but 

not guaranteed) that entry fees’ will more than make-up for 

this expense. 

With the rising cost of maintaining a PO Box, (now $170 per 

year) the Board has approved a mo�on to change the Club’s 

address. Chris Andersen  has volunteered to have her address 

used as the Club’s mailing address.  The volume of mail re-

ceived by the Club is minimal as more and more is done by 

email 

Bob Handfield 

Birding/Wildlife Tour to Guyana—2018 

Merle Kindred , who just returned from six months in Guyana, 

is working with an in-country  group to organize a birding and 

wildlife tour in early 2018.  There are more than 800 species 

of birds to be seen in Guyana as well as an assortment of oth-

er animals and plants. 

Merle will have more details on the proposed trip when she 

gives her presenta�on to the Club at the October mee�ng 

(see  adjacent story).  See photos elsewhere in this issue. 

Adjacent photo:  Just one of many spectacular waterfalls in 

Iceland.  Be sure to a"end the November mee�ng to get 

the lowdown on this beau�ful island.  Photo by J. Buzzell 
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Conserva�on Commi%ee Report  

With the change of government in BC came the possibility of re-

establishing meaningful discussion about crea�ng the South 

Okanagan Na�onal Park Reserve.  President Bob Handfield sent 

a le"er on behalf of SONC asking BC’s new premier and envi-

ronment minister to resume discussions with Parks Canada 

about the Park.   BC Nature sent also sent a le"er about cre-

a�ng the Park both to the new provincial government and to 

the federal government as well. 

It has been 14 years since Parks Canada ini�ated the process 

which could lead to establishment of a Na�onal Park.  As some 

of you have joined SONC since then and others may have for-

go"en about some of the steps along the way, it would seem 

useful to summarize the history.  Chris Purton recently pre-

pared such a summary which he has given permission to reprint 

here: 

In 2003 Parks Canada started a Feasibility Study, under a Mem-

orandum of Understanding with the Province and First Na�ons. 

The result was submi"ed to the Province in 2010, and de-

scribed a “concept area” [roughly: between the Okanagan and 

Similkameen valleys, from US border to Fairview Road] in which 

a Na�onal Park was considered feasible.  

 In the later stages of that process the First Na�ons, specifically 

the Okanagan Na�on Alliance, withdrew their support and un-

dertook their own conserva�on study. That study was released 

late in 2012, and concluded that a Na�onal Park was in the in-

terests of First Na�ons, provided they were part of the manage-

ment.  Sharing the management would not be a problem (there 

is a precedent in Haida-Gwai which is quite successful), and co-

management between Parks Canada and First Na�ons is now 

just assumed for any Na�onal Park in our area.  

However, by the �me this study was released the Province had 

withdrawn from the process.  Parks Canada remained interest-

ed (and s�ll are), but under those condi�ons could no longer 

engage in any public discussion and the whole thing went into 

limbo.   

At that point local businesses, organiza�ons, and governments 

came to realize that some very good opportuni�es were about 

to disappear, and there was some pre"y intense lobbying trying 

to bring the Province back to the nego�a�ng table.  Reliable 

polls during that period showed an increase in local support, 

from 2:1 (“for” versus “against”) up to 3:1 .   

In 2015 the Provincial Government floated an idea for environ-

mental protec�on in the Okanagan which involved dividing the 

Parks Canada `concept area’ into two with the sec�on from the 

US border to Highway 3 (“Area 1”) designated as a possible Na-

�onal Park, and the sec�on from Highway 3 to Fairview Road 

(“Area 2”) to be a Provincial Conservancy. Added to this was the 

White Lake Basin plus lands to the west of Vaseux Lake (“Area 

3”), also designated as a possible Na�onal Park.   

Public reac�on to this idea was mostly congratulatory to the 

Province for re-opening discussion, strongly suppor�ve of the 

Na�onal Park components, and, recognizing the low level of 

protec�on provided by a Provincial Conservancy, urging that  

Area 2 (or at least a part of it) also be designated as a possi-

ble Na�onal Park.  

Early in 2017 the Provincial Government announced they 

would begin discussions with First Na�ons about a Park in the 

Okanagan “aSer the elec�on”.  The government has changed 

since then, and all we have to go on is that both NDP and 

Greens expressed support, in the days before the elec�on, 

for a Na�onal Park in the area, and now assure us that it’s 

“on their agenda”.    

The South Okanagan Conserva�on Fund is now taking appli-

ca�ons from non-profit organiza�ons proposing to undertake 

conserva�on projects.  The Fund will provide money for ma-

terials and labour necessary for those projects deemed most 

appropriate by a commi"ee of professionals chosen by RDOS.  

Money was raised for this Fund through a small property tax 

levy of RDOS.  More informa�on about the nature of appro-

priate projects and the applica�on process is available in the 

September newsle"er of SOSCP or direct from the RDOS 

office.  

If you have a conserva�on issue in need of inves�ga�on or 

ac�on, please join us or tell one of us (Gerry Gilligan, Brian 

Horejsi, Jim Turnbull, or me) about the issue.   

Jim Bryan, Conserva�on Commi%ee Chair 

Roadside hawk  (its  name as well as  common loca-

�on).  Photo taken in Guyana by M. Kindred 
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    The  Heavens 

Autumn is a good �me to catch up on one of the most interes�ng ob-

jects there is to see, anywhere: the Great Galaxy in Andromeda.  Despite 

the ``Great’’ it is not easy to see, but it can be forgiven for that, being 

the most distant object the human eye can see, in fact  the only ob-

ject  you can see which is outside our own Galaxy, and the largest, being 

another en�re galaxy in its own right. 

Here are some do-it-yourself instruc�ons for how to find the Andromeda 

Galaxy (known as M31 to the cogniscen$).  First, be prepared to exercise 

some pa�ence.  It takes a bit of work, and this thing definitely does not 

leap out at you.  Second, on a nice clear night with no Moon, find a good 

dark loca�on.  ASer night sets in, the Great Square of Pegasus will be 

visible in the eastern sky, about half way up, �pped on to one corner as 

shown in the picture. That is an actual picture of the night sky, with 

small circles added around the stars of The Square so you know exactly 

what to look for, except you may be surprised by how large The Square 

appears.   

It is BIG. 

The star in the leS-hand corner of the Great Square of Pegasus also 

belongs to Andromeda, who straggles off farther to the leS.  The most 

obvious part of Andromeda are the two bright stars that are marked 

with small triangles, in a line to the leS of Pegasus.  They are as 

bright, and about as far apart, as are the stars of The Square.  Some 

distance above the leS-most of those lies a prominent W-shape of stars, 

none other than Cassiopeia, the mother of Andromeda.   

It’s interes�ng that the ``V’’ shape of stars on the right side of Cassiopeia 

points downward to M31, but what follows is an alterna�ve route that 

will guide you in more precisely. 

A short distance above the middle bright star of Andromeda is a fainter 

star, and about as far again above that another very much like it.  Just 

above and to the right of that second faint star is the Andromeda Galaxy, 

marked by an arrow on the picture.  It will appear as a small, faint li"le 

smudge of light, even under the best condi�ons, and it helps to use 

`averted vision’, meaning you concentrate your gaze a li"le to one side 

of it.  That small, faint smudge is another galaxy comparable to our own, 

made up of roughly 200 billion stars, each star more-or-less like our 

Sun.  And circling all those stars will be something like a trillion planets 

and I have no doubt a large number of those will be harbouring  some 

kind of life.  Not that that will do us much good: this thing is so far away 

that ge[ng a message to the Andromedids, sending it out at the speed 

of light, would require two million years of travel �me for the message, 

and as long again for any reply to get back to us. 

Using binoculars on the Andromeda Galaxy gives a much be"er view, 

but be warned that looking at stars with binoculars takes a bit of ge[ng 

used to.  The patch of sky you see through binos is small, and s�ll there 

are SO MANY stars.  Best approach is to first find your way around the 

stars of The Square, going from one to the other, and once you get used 

to those you can make your way over to the middle star of Andromeda, 

then up to M31.   

When you look at a sky full of stars, everything you see  —  absolutely 

everything: stars, Moon, nebulae, airplanes — are part of our own Gal-

axy  .  .  .  with the single excep�on of M31.  On a nice autumn night the 

main part of our Galaxy stretches across the en�re sky, from the hori-

zon in the north-east to the horizon in the south, arching high in the sky 

between those points. That’s the Milky Way I’m referring to, which is 

what a galaxy looks like when seen from inside.  Quite a contrast com-

pared to looking at M31, which we see from outside. 

 

Chris Purton 

Figure cap�on: 

The stars around the Great Galaxy of Andromeda.  The brightest stars of 

Pegasus are marked with small circles, those of Andromeda with small trian-

gles, and the Galaxy itself by an arrow. 

White– breasted nuthatch. Photo by Jodi Forester 

Editor’s reminder:  if you are reading this in black & 

white hardcopy, I remind you that the photos look truly 

spectacular when viewed in colour on our website. 
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Memorial 

Jean Brosseok 

It is with sadness that we announce that Club member Jean 

Brosseok died peacefully on the morning of Aug 17.  Her death 

was sudden but not en�rely unexpected.  She had been living 

in a Care Facility because of increasing demen�a.  SONC mem-

ber swill remember Jean as an integral part of the coffee crew 

on mee�ng nights and as a par�cipant with the Thursday Bird-

ers.  Jean always volunteered her vehicle to provide transpor-

ta�on for the birders and frequently at other Club ou�ngs. 

Anyone living on the West Bench will remember Jean as the 

lady who both ran and bicycled up and down the West Bench 

hill - inspiring others with her intrepid spirit.   Jean and Jim 

Shaver were a frequent sight at any community func�on that 

involved dancing -  they were always on the floor and were a 

real pleasure to watch.  Jean was also an avid par�cipant in 

Pen�cton dragon boa�ng.  She will be missed. 

Jean could be found at most Club ou�ngs,. Here she is 

taking part (back row, leS) in a group photo at a cheque 

presenta�on to the Nature Conservancy. 

Burrowing Owl Diorama 

 

The Burrowing Owls cast quite a spell. I’ve helped feed, 

clean and dig burrows as part of the Burrowing Owl Con-

serva�on Society re-introduc�on program. When I no-

�ced a display of four taxidermy hatchlings and an adult 

female without a backdrop or secure structure a"ached 

to a dusty base, my old exhibit design skills kicked in. A 

portable table top diorama in two sec�ons (above and 

below ground) is now under construc�on. If all goes well 

it will debut at a Burrowing Owl exhibit at the Pen�cton 

Saturday Market September 23. 

Dianne Bersea 

Guianan cock-of-the-rock, (Rupicola rupicola) one of 

two species of the genus  Rupicola, the other being 

the Andean cock-of –the-rock.  This species is about 

30 cm in length and is found in the rainforests of 

northeast South America. Male shown above; the 

female is brown in colour and lacks a crest. 

                                                      Photo by M. Kindred 
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Editor’s Note:  In the most recent past issue of The Honker  I 

reprinted a copy of a le"er sent by Club member Brian Horejsi 

to the Pen�cton Herald which was cri�cal of both City Hall and 

the Pen�cton and Area  Cycling Associa�on.  Since some Club 

members are involved in cycling, I was asked to print this reply 

to Brian’s le"er.  To my knowledge, the Club has not taken a 

posi�on on the issue. 

Response to Dr. Brian L. Horejsi’s June 7 Mountain Bikes not 

Compa�ble  

As a non-profit associa�on solely powered through volunteer 

hours we prefer to spend our limited �me and resources ad-

vancing worthwhile projects and events that benefit the com-

munity as opposed to responding to misinformed Le"ers to 

the Editor. However, aSer seeing the most recent le"er from 

Mr. Horejsi and due to a few members’ requests for clarity, we 

felt a response was in order.  

While his le"er was mostly an a"empt to speak out against 

City Hall, the Pen�cton and Area Cycling Associa�on (PACA) 

was also dragged in. Mr. Horejsi made numerous statements 

that we would like to respond to but this brief opportunity 

makes it difficult. We feel it should be noted however, that for 

a ci�zen who has made a previous run for city council he 

should keep his mind open to the numerous interests that 

make up a vibrant community and help sustain its economic 

viability. 

Unfortunately, le"ers such as his can damage the reputa�on of 

hard working and well-inten�oned groups, therefore, it is our 

inten�on to provide some much-needed clarity to the issue at 

hand. Our non-profit began the very long and involved process 

of applying for a Partnership Agreement with Recrea�on Sites 

& Trails BC (branch of the Ministry of Forest Land and Natural 

Resource Opera�ons (FLNRO)) to help sanc�on, manage, sign 

and maintain the collec�on of trails in the Three Blind Mice 

trail network. The Partnership and sanc�oning process and 

then final designa�on of the trail network took over 4 years to 

complete. There were numerous mee�ngs and discussions 

with the province, City of Pen�cton, RDOS, Pen�cton Indian 

band, and companies with tenure within the exis�ng trails such 

as the local ranch and guide ou]i"er. There was also an Open 

House and community call for input.  

Our group meets at least annually with employees at the Min-

istry of FLNRO- Range officer, Rec officer, Ecosystems biologist 

and Wildlife biologist. We have discussions on the benefits of 

the network as well as its impacts on the environment. We 

have looked at ways to gather more informa�on (including 

se[ng up wildlife cameras) in our efforts to balance the needs 

and growing demands of promo�ng physical ac�vity to benefit 

the health of the communi�es and to promote sport tourism 

which is quickly becoming BC’s next biggest “natural resource”. 

We take offence that Mr. Horejsi scoffs at a process that he 

hasn’t educated himself about. Many different groups use the 

Three Blind Mice trail network. It is open to all non-motorized 

recrea�on. 

The leadership provided by PACA within our City has created 

the unified voice and direc�on needed to facilitate the  

rela�onship between the community, other user groups and 

the  mountain bike community. We fundraise for projects 

such as signage and bridge upgrades and most importantly, 

we work closely with the land managers to find the most sus-

tainable use for the land within the context of recrea�on. 

Since we applied to sanc�on the network, Pen�cton has host-

ed some major interna�onal off-road cycling events such as 

Singletrack 6, Trans BC Enduro and the upcoming ITU World 

CrossTri Championships. These events have brought dollars 

(numbers are available) and an increased exposure to Pen�c-

ton’s natural beauty. An exposure that must be managed 

responsibly in order to be sustainable. 

The mo�va�on behind this huge undertaking for PACA four 

years ago was to protect and preserve these trails. Finding 

the balance between environmental sustainability and recre-

a�onal sustainability has been the driving force of our group. 

Trust that hundreds of hours of volunteer �me were spent in 

mee�ngs, hos�ng consulta�ons, wri�ng press releases and 

educa�ng the community to ensure that we were responsible 

and accountable users of public lands. This work culminated 

in the Three Blind Mice trails being recognized as a dedicated 

trail network; recognized by the Province of BC as a designat-

ed recrea�onal asset. Less than 5% of the trails in BC carry 

that dis�nc�on. A feat that should make Pen�cton proud. 

Respec]ully, 

The Execu�ve of the Pen�cton and Area Cycling Associa�on 

           Lewis’s woodpecker.  Photo by Paul Graham 



 

 

www.southokanagan nature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.  Glenda and Bob work hard to try and 

keep it up to date (we do fall behind some �mes) and keep you informed as to what is going on.  This is the spot to 

go for the latest informa�on on monthly mee�ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, 

both on the home page and in the photography sec�on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her 

a few of your Okanagan Valley nature  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica�on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC, PO Box 23050, Pen�cton BC V2A 8L7 

Individual………………$32 per year                       Family …………………$43 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining aSer February 1st  please contact the membership secretary first. 
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Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura), most commonly seen soaring overhead.  When si[ng, care must be taken that  

a vulture with a black head is not immediately reported as a Black Vulture because immature  turkey vultures 

have black heads and look superficially much like a black vulture.                          Photo by Paul Graham 


