
Nature Wise, December 2017 

 

Christmas season inevitably brings with it a potpourri of ideas that are both seasonal and environmentally 

relevant to the Okanagan in some fashion.  Herewith are a few seasonal thoughts.   

Bird watchers immediately think of the Christmas Bird Counts (CBC), the first of which was held in 1900 in 25 

localities around the northeast US and eastern Canada.  Compare that to the 2016 count which took place at 447 

localities in Canada and 1,933 in the US.  That’s a lot of bird counting.  Obviously there are errors in the counts – 

some birds get counted twice, some don’t get counted at all; what matters are the long term trends, not the 

year to year variations.  For example, in 1974 and 75, the number of bald eagles counted on the Penticton CBC 

averaged 2; in 1992 and 93 the average had climbed to 9 and it shows a steady progression to the 2015-16 

average of 45 eagles.  Quite an impressive change in a period of forty-two years.   The question then becomes – 

are there more eagles alive now or have they just relocated from somewhere else or perhaps a combination of 

factors; DDT which affected most birds of prey was banned in Canada in 1972 but took many years to disappear 

from the environment; salmon stocks have been replenished in the Okanagan River system and winters on 

average are warmer now than 40 or 50 years ago. You can view all the CBC results here: 

http://netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/Historical/ResultsByCount.aspx# 

If you are looking for gifts for family and friends who are nature lovers consider these books written by local 

authors and available at The Book Shop on Main St in Penticton: 

 Roadside Nature Tours through the Okanagan: local naturalist, birder extraordinaire and author Dick Cannings 

(and our MP) introduces the diverse natural history of the Okanagan valley – an excellent local guide book. 

Okanagan Odyssey:  Journeys through Terrain, Terroir and Culture.  Award winning Summerland author and 

ecologist Don Gayton gives us a totally different look at our Valley.  As one reviewer said, this is “science writing 

that is poetic, wise and—perhaps most importantly—accessible.” 

Up Chute Creek, An Okanagan Idyll. Melody Hessing’s book about her “adventures” building a home on the 

bluffs above Naramata will alternately make you laugh (her misadventures are hilarious) and cry (for an 

Okanagan long lost).  This is one of my favorite Okanagan books. 

You can also solve some of your gift buying problems and help the environment without ever leaving home.  

Young children in particular love getting gifts of animals - in this case I mean virtual animals.   

Here are a few ideas for conservation gifting.   

South Okanagan Rehabilitation Centre for Owls (SORCO) – www.sorco.org.  This group operates a facility near 

Oliver that is devoted entirely to the rescue of large birds of prey, including owls, eagles and various hawks.  

When an injured bird is brought in, they get needed veterinary services and are fed and cared for until it can be 

released back into the wild.  You can help them look after injured raptors by “adopting” a bird. On their website 

under the “donate” button you will find that you can adopt a bird and receive a certificate giving the details of 

your adoption.  A great gift for a grandchild! 



The Wilderness Committee (www.wildernesscommittee.org) has a great on-line store where you can get 

adoption certificates for species at risk, for trees and even for a killer whale (Orca).  You can also purchase 

beautiful wilderness calendars, cards, books and so-on.  The Wilderness Committee works to save endangered 

ecosystems (such as the South Okanagan- Similkameen grasslands) as well as endangered species. 

The South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club’s monthly meetings will resume on January 25.  Get all the details about 

our meetings and other activities at www.southokanagannature.com. 

 

 


