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Cover photo:  Greater white-fronted geese are probably seen in the Pen!cton area nearly every year , but never in great numbers.  

Swan geese may never have been seen in the Okanagan.  This winter is unusual in that both birds have been here at the same !me 

and are superficially similar in appearance and they have hung around for more than just a few days.  Since the swan goose is na-

!ve to Mongolia and China this one may be an escapee. 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo!ng its conserva!on. 

Membership:  Individual: $32; Family: $43 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen!cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Please contact any Execu!ve or director if you wish to add an item 
to the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (except in the summer at 8AM).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to easy 
strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info contact 

Charmaine Foster or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no!fy of the trip leader if you intend to par!cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi!ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou!ngs. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva!on Alliance. 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Bob Handfield, 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Lisa Sco�, 250 404 0115; ecoma�ers@shaw.ca 

Past president:  

Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250  490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com 

Secretary:  Bobbi Bodden , a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Chris!ne Andersen (ex officio)  chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Myrna Bosomworth; myrnabosomworth@yahoo.ca 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Wendy Stewart  250 487 1442  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

Newsle%er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica!on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva!on Commi�ee: 

 Jim Bryan 492 0312 jebryan@shaw.ca 

              Gerry Gilligan  gerrygilligan@yahoo.com 

 Brian Horejsi  b2horejsi@shaw.ca   

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Wendy Stewart  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

              Alex Bodden    a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu!ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee!ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca;    

 Myrna Bosomworth  - myrnabosomworth@yahoo.ca 

Membership Secretary:  Chris!ne Andersen, chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Publicity:  Chris!ne Anderson; chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Refreshments:   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi temporarily 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 

8517 Prairie Valley Road 

Summerland BC  V0H 1Z4 

www.southokanagannature.com 
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Coming Events 

Na�onal Park website:  Parks Canada launched a new 

webpage on January 18, 2018,  dealing with the proposed 

na!onal park reserve in the South Okanagan. It provides 

informa!on on the area, and features a list of frequently 

asked ques!ons, which will be updated from !me to !me. 

The web address is: www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/cnpn-cnnp/

okanagan  

February 3rd—Osoyoos Desert Society winter program se-

ries begins  with a movie and short talk about endangered 

grasslands. Watermark Beach Resort 2PM. 

February 22nd—SONC monthly mee�ng.  Kristen Mancuso 

(a PhD student at UBCO) will talk about her research on the 

migra!on ecology of Yellow-breasted Chats and Gray Cat-

birds breeding in the south Okanagan Valley.  Both species 

are at the northwestern periphery of their breeding range in 

the south Okanagan  but she will incorporate a range-wide 

perspec!ve on connec!ng breeding and wintering grounds.  

  
March 1—SONC Nature photography contest.  You can sub-

mit photos to the contest beginning on March 1st  but keep 

in mind that the contest is open un!l July 15th so no need to 

panic. We have in excess of $4,000 in prizes so it is well 

worth the small entry fee.  In addi!on to  the contest prizes 

there will be an exhibi!on at the Pen!cton Museum begin-

ning in September featuring many of the photos entered 

into the contest and an addi!onal people’s choice award 

based on vo!ng at the Museum.  All the details are on our 

website. 

March 1     SOSCP AGM  Save the date! The South Okanagan 

Similkameen Conserva!on Program  is holding it's AGM 

from 9 am to 4 pm with working sessions in the morning to 

share informa!on about partners ac!vi!es and a keynote 

talk in the a1ernoon. More informa!on will soon be availa-

ble on our website. 

March 3, London Drugs mid-mall photo event:  SONC will 

have a display at this event in Cherry Lane Mall (probably 

near the London Drugs end of the mall) to promote the be-

ginning of our Nature in Focus photo contest. 

March 22  SONC monthly mee�ng.  Dr. Candice Gartner—

Projects Coordinator, Community Services , RDOS.  Candice 

will talk about the Regional District Heritage Register and 

explore some of the ways SONC might contribute to this 

undertaking. 

April 26 SONC monthly mee�ng,  Dr Alan Burger will talk 

about Antarc!c Wildlife—Life in a Changing Environment. 

Dr. Burger is a recently re!red sea-bird biologist and univer-

sity professor. He regularly goes  to the Antarc!c as a natu-

ralist/lecturer on small adventure-tourism vessels. 

 

President’s Message 

Happy New Year to  all SONC members—I wish you a healthy 

and successful 2018. 

 

We have a number of things underway this year and a few oth-

er things that  are being considered and which will require  

both your vote and your par!cipa!on to make then successful.  

First of the commi�ed projects  is our nature photo contest 

which will get underway on March 1st although it will be pro-

moted before then (see more under Coming Events and on our 

website).  Connected to this, but separate is our plan to pro-

duce a nature journal using the best photos from the contest. 

We expect that the journal will be published in 2019. 

 The idea for this journal came from the Bulkley Valley Natural-

ists’ who just published their journal called  “A Bulkley Valley 

Year” Nature diary.  They produced 500 copies and sold 400 in 

the first month.  They used art work rather than photos but we 

hope to produce something equally stunning.  If you would be 

interested in helping out with this project  please get in touch 

with Lisa Sco� or myself. 

 

When Club member Merle Kindred asked for used equipment 

(such as cameras, binoculars, etc) that she could take to  Guy-

ana for her ecotourism project there she got a great response  - 

so much so that she couldn’t ake all the equipment offered so 

she suggested the Club might want to hold a swap meet such 

as ski clubs do for used skis.  The idea would be that Club mem-

bers bring func!oning equipment they no longer want to a 

mee!ng and other Club members could purchase it as a rea-

sonable price with part of the sales proceeds being given to the 

Club. We will aim to do this later in the year—perhaps April 

when all our snowbirds have returned from their travels. 

 

Our new Club website is now up and running.  The address re-

mains the same: southokanagannature.com but the new site 

has much to offer including search capabili!es and a vastly im-

proved photo gallery.  It will also have the capability of han-

dling submissions for our nature photo contest which begins 

March 1.  Bear with us if you find something amiss as Glenda 

and I are s!ll learning the intricacies of building content in our 

new site. 

 

The Board is s!ll discussing the pros and cons of SONC taking 

out a licence of occupa!on with the Provincial Government in 

order to become the official caretakers of the new Vaseux bird 

blind.  This could include the Club obtaining insurance for the 

blind (both comprehensive and liability). Such a move would 

require the Club to become a registered society.  Most (but not 

all) of the other naturalist clubs in BC are socie!es, including 

the Princeton Club and the Kelowna Club so we would not be 

breaking any new ground in taking such a step. Becoming a 

society has minor financial obliga!ons but would not require 

substan!al changes in how we operate. We will have more 

informa!on on this ma�er later in the spring. 

  

Bob Handfield 
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Conserva�on Report  

SOSCP (South Okanagan-Similkameen Conserva!on Program) 

will hold its Annual General Mee!ng on March 1.  Some mem-

bers may not know that SOSCP is a partnership of 50 conserva-

!on related organiza!ons.  They include government, non-

government (such as BC Nature through SONC), and First Na-

!on organiza!on the En’Owkin Centre.  The main purpose of 

SOSCP is to conserve natural ecosystems and wildlife in the 

southern Okanagan by coordina!ng conserva!on efforts of the 

50 partners. SOSCP operates at the Landscape Level as op-

posed to Species at Risk levels to maintain the rich biodiversity 

mainly in the South Okanagan-Similkameen. For at least some 

of the work, the geographic boundaries have expanded to in-

clude the Central and North Okanagan as well.  SOSCP is orga-

nized into six pillars of work:  Habitat Securement, Steward-

ship, Science, Outreach, Tradi!onal Ecological Knowledge, and 

Land Use Management.  Par!cularly as SONC belongs to 

SOSCP, any of you who wish to know more about conserva!on 

work being done in the Okanagan are welcome to a�end the 

AGM on March 1.  The !me and loca!on have not yet been 

announced but will be posted on the SOSCP website. 

The District of Summerland was awarded  $435,000 from the 

BC Rural projects  fund to spend on projects in Giant’s Head 

Park.  Mayor Waterman was quoted as saying that the money 

will be used both to improve trails in the park and to conserve 

natural features.  If any members living in Summerland are 

interested and willing, it would be a good idea to learn more 

about the planned changes to ensure that the na!ve grassland 

of the park is indeed protected. 

The conserva!on commi�ee tries to keep up on land uses that 

are environmentally damaging and /or socially divisive.  Two 

issues have arisen recently:   mountain biking and drones.  

Drones will be discussed in a subsequent Honker. Local resi-

dents (Naramata Bench) recently brought to our a�en!on a 

case where mountain bikers had begun building a trail across 

intact na!ve grassland in a designated watershed without a 

permit (from the city) and without informing local people.  One 

of us (BLH) provided a list of impacts that characterize mtn bike 

trail building, most of which is carried on without permits and 

without environmental impact assessment.  

Part of my le�er (BH) to the residents concerned about biking 

trails stated:  I very much agree with asking the PACA (bikers 

group) to restore - immediately when weather condi!ons are 

posi!ve so no more damage can be inflicted on the area - to as 

close to "natural” as possible - that measure to be determined 

NOT by PACA, but either local ci!zens and/or a person with 

landscape restora!on (soil, vegeta!on, drainage) creden!als 

(again, not related to or beholden to PACA). Extending the rec-

lama!on demand to include NO further ac!vity in the en!re 

drainage seems a natural expansion of the requirement.  The 

folly of this en!re invasion lies at heart (a1er the handing it to 

bikers) with the failure to do a competent, professional envi-

ronmental assessment of any ac!vity that any sensible person 

would see is going to be destruc!ve and dangerous.  The viola-

!on of the (City of Pen!cton) by-law is another indica!on of 

the city's failure to protect and regulate the public trust.  These 

kinds of failures  are difficult to correct / reverse.  

A statement regarding the impacts of mountain bike trail build-

ing was as follows:  The issue goes well beyond geo technical 

issues, which in themselves may be serious and will, I suspect, 

in the long run, or in the short run if we get a "once in a hun-

dred year” downpour (which we now are beginning to see eve-

ry 10 years or less, as a consequence of widespread climate 

change), cause extensive physical damage.  The ecological im-

plica!ons are equally serious : 

>  na!ve vegeta!on destruc!on, 

>  introduc!on of invasive weeds (on !res), and their spread 

into grasslands and adjacent forest stands 

> intercep!on and diversion of surface flow (when there is a 

storm), 

>  impacts on wildlife from biker presence and frequency, 

> increased refuse and garbage presence, 

> greater fire hazard  

> eventual if not immediate conflict with hikers and people 

who just plain seek out peaceful enjoyment of the natural 

world, and 

> risk of  collision between vehicles (bikes) and people on foot. 

If members see mountain biking ac!vity please take pictures 

and forward informa!on to the Conserva!on Commi�ee.  If 

you have not already done so, please sign the pe!!on in sup-

port of the Na!onal Park in the South Okanagan Similkameen.  

If you have a conserva!on issue needing inves!ga!on or ac-

!on, please join us or tell one of us (Gerry Gilligan, Brian Hore-

jsi, Jim Turnbull, or Jim Bryan) about the issue.   

Jim Bryan and Brian Horejsi 

Na�onal Park News 

 

As a counter to the “No Park” group, the South Okanagan-

Similkameen Na!onal Park Network (SOSNPN),  has set up a 

parliamentary pe!!on that calls upon the Government of 

Canada to expedite the crea!on of the South-Okanagan 

Similkameen Na!onal Park Reserve.  This pe!!on is doing well 

but we need everyone who supports the park to add their 

name and to share the link to the pe!!on with like minded 

friends.  The pe!!on is open for signatures un!l the end of 

March, but the earlier you sign it the be�er. Here is the link: 

h�ps://pe!!ons.ourcommons.ca/en/Pe!!on/Details?

Pe!!on=e-1390 

 

If you haven’t seen the SOSNPN website you can visit it at 

h�ps://sosna!onalpark.com There is also a direct link on the 

home page where you are able to sign the pe!!on.  It can only 

be signed once and will be verified by the Parliamentary Clerk 

of Pe!!ons.  

 

Thanks to everyone for their con!nued support.  

 

Doreen Olson 
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Anecdotal Evidence 

Some!me before Christmas, a small group of nature lovers 

went a wandering on one of Pen!cton’s many nearby trails. I 

am always happiest on such an adventure no ma�er the 

weather, or what might present itself.  On this par!cular 

ou!ng, nature offered deep red, extra abundant Mountain 

Ash berries and prominent white Snowberry bushes.  

I like Snowberries. Their waxy white clumps stand out against 

the muted bushes and yellowed grasses of winter. I also like 

that when rubbed on your hands, the small ovoid berries will 

remove pitch and most other s!cky substances. Some folks 

know this plant as waxberry or ghost berry but I’m par!al to 

snow berry. I was surprised to discover it’s a deciduous shrub 

in the Honeysuckle family. In the spring I’m going to see if 

there’s a visual rela!onship with the honeysuckle’s flower.  

So, where does the anecdotal evidence come in? Inevitably, 

whenever I see Snowberries I find myself back on a bus 

bouncing along the outlying roads of Gordon Head in Victo-

ria. That would be when Gordon Head was s!ll somewhat 

rural with deep roadside ditches filled with grasses, bushes 

and brambles, especially snowberries. As the only passen-

gers, a First Na!ons man and myself, we got to cha\ng with 

the bus driver. On that occasion, an early winter day, the 

Snowberries seemed to blanket the ditches with white waxy 

fruit. Each of us tried to recall when we’d last seen such a 

display. Reflec!ng on his indigenous background, the First 

Na!ons man men!oned that such a striking volume of ber-

ries suggested a very snowy winter ahead. I took note. When 

a big snow brought Victoria to a stands!ll a few weeks later, I 

was delighted. 

When I shared this story with my Pen!cton walking compan-

ions, I felt chagrined by their response. “That’s just anecdotal 

evidence. Plants can’t know what the future holds.” 

Hmmmm. I’m not so sure about that. Without an extra seed 

and berry splurge, harsh condi!ons can lead to starva!on for 

animals and birds that need an extra plen!ful food supply. I 

also want to trust that our indigenous neighbours have de-

veloped a special awareness from centuries of close scru!ny.  

But perhaps…

only a good 

spring leads to 

a good summer 

and ul!mately a 

richly endowed 

winter. Perhaps 

the poten!al of 

a really cold 

winter with lots 

of snow does 

not trigger any 

prepara!on. 

Perhaps…. 

Dianne Bersea 

Snowberry photo by Jodie Forster 

Up-date from SONC member Merle Kindred 

Merle le1 on Jan 8th for a second pos!ng  in Guyana., having 

only completed her first pos!ng there in September of last 

year. Merle says that as she was leaving there, her forays into 

the rainforests for birding inspired her to write a project pro-

posal for an  “Ecological & Economic Development Advisor.” 

CUSO Int’l agreed to support this second 6-month assignment 

wherein she’ll be fostering possibili!es for further ecological-

ly sustainable wildlife experiences for both Guyanese and 

foreign tourists and also assis!ng indigenous villages in their 

desire to establish and operate small eco-lodges. It’ll be com-

bining birding and building (ini!ally community discussions 

plus conceptual designs using indigenous materials and con-

struc!on strategies).  Merle wants to give a big thank you to 

the many members who donated  used equipment fir her to 

take to Guyana.  

Below is Merle in her  self-made birding vest showing many 

of the birds of Guyana.  She hopes to complete it while on 

this assignment. 

Bat Boxes 

Last year one of Merle’s neighbours made a number of bat 

boxes for the  Okanagan Community Bat program and a 

few are s!ll available.  You can have one for making a small 

dona!on to SONC.  If you are interested contact Eva Du-

rance at: edurance@vip.net 
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Black Co%onwood Restora�on Project 

Eva Antonijevic, Coordinator on behalf of RDOS 

In 2017 the Regional District Okanagan Similkameen (RDOS) 

par!cipated in Canada 150 Commemora!ons by moun!ng an 

environmentally significant project to help build social capital 

for conserva!on through collabora!on with first na!on 

groups, schools and community groups. Goals included ripari-

an habitat restora!on, cross-cultural collabora!on and raising 

awareness regarding the stewardship of our land and water. 

The Black Co�onwood was chosen as the project focus be-

cause: 

• Co�onwoods are considered founda!on species – the 

irreplaceable base of a unique ecosystem with plant 

and animal associa!ons on land and water. 

• For many thousands of years, through to present day, 

syilx (Okanagan) people make efficient use of the en-

!re co�onwood tree.   Black Co�onwood in nsyilxcən 

language is mulx. 

• 63% of the co�onwood ecosystem has been lost over 

the last 150 years. 

• The Co�onwood ecosystem of the southern interior 

has been ranked by the BC Conserva!on Data Center 

as one of the rarest plant communi!es in the province. 

Black Co�onwood (mulx) was the catalyst for the RDOS to 

work together with First Na!on partners: the Okanagan Na-

!on Alliance and the En’owkin Centre, who gave early support 

to the project and agreed to help us achieve our goals. Ten 

sites were selected for this project where Black Co�onwood 

(mulx) trees plan!ng events took place involving non-na!ve 

community volunteers, students and First Na!ons.   

The summary overview of the restora!on por!on of this pro-

ject was to propagate 1,500 co�onwood seedlings, select ten 

loca!ons and plant 150 seedlings on each site throughout the 

RDOS.  The project drew upon the wisdom of tradi!onal eco-

logical knowledge and on western science to boost plan!ng 

success and survival.  The Okanagan Na!on Alliance (ONA) 

was instrumental in helping select sites on reserve lands and 

also undertaking community outreach to recruit volunteers. 

Students from 15 schools from School Districts 67, Pen!cton 

Indian Band (PIB) and Lower Similkameen Indian Band (LSIB) 

par!cipated in the project. 

At the En’owkin Centre’s ECOmmunity Place we conducted 

guided tours celebra!ng and sharing knowledge about this 

ecosystem. A Tradi!onal Ecological Knowledge keeper par!ci-

pated at each event.  

Through lucky coincidence, UBC PhD student, Kasey Moran 

who is conduc!ng research on Black Co�onwoods u!lizing 

both western science and tradi!onal knowledge, joined the 

team. Kasey will be monitoring the planted trees for the next 

three years. 

This project commemorates the shared resources of land and  

water, paving the way forward to a more sustainable future 

for the South Okanagan.  

Editor’s note: SONC played a !ny role in this project b y 

providing a le�er of support for the project applica!on. 
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    The  Heavens 

The evening sky doesn’t have much to offer in the way of plan-

ets over the next couple of months, although Venus, spectacu-

larly bright, may show herself for a brief period a1er sunset,  

low in the west and backed by twilight glow, in the later part of 

March.   

 

Early morning is the !me to see planets this season, with Jupi-

ter, Mars and Saturn lined up right  to le1 low in the south and 

southeast sky before sunrise.  At the start of the season Jupiter,  

brightest of the three, will appear directly south.  Mars, not 

nearly as bright, will be to his le1.  Mars will be just above An-

tares, the brightest star in Scorpius, whose name means “the 

rival of Mars” as they are both of roughly the same brightness 

and the same red colour. The biggest difference in their appear-

ance is that Antares, a star rather than a planet, twinkles more  

no!ceably than does Mars.  The third member of the trio, Sat-

urn, may be visible, struggling up from behind the mountains in 

the southeast, way to the le1 of Mars. 

 

As the season progresses Mars will shi1 le1ward compared to 

Antares, headed toward Saturn.  By the end of March, Mars and 

Saturn will be quite close - in conjunc!on on April 2 - very low 

in the south-southeast before sunrise.  By then, Jupiter will have 

shi1ed to the southwest sky. 

 

There will be an eclipse of the Moon during the early-morning 

hours of January 31, begining at  3:47 a.m. PST when the leading 

edge of the Moon first encounters the Earth’s shadow.  Total  

eclipse will be from 4:51 to 6:08. Shortly before 6:00 a.m. the 

fully-eclipsed Moon will be hanging low in the western sky — 

definitely worth a look.  The  whole show is over at 7:11 when  

the Moon extracts itself en!rely from Earth’s shadow.  That last 

bit will be interes!ng to watch, but increasingly difficult toward 

the end as the Moon sinks lower and the sky gets brighter. 

 

And for the stars: the best show during the coming season, as 

always for the winter months, is magnificent Orion  —  a big, 

spectacular constella!on studded with bright stars and harbour-

ing the second-best sky object to see with binoculars (second-

best? —yes.  You were introduced to my favourite last Septem-

ber).   At the beginning of the season Orion will appear in the 

southeast sky early in the evening.  By the end of March he will 

have shi1ed to the southwest. 

 

The figure is a photograph of Orion in which you can sort out 

the shape of the constella!on although it portrays nothing of its 

grandeur and suffers from showing far too many faint stars, as  

photographs are wont to do.  The three bright stars across the 

middle are instantly recognisable  in the sky.  They depict the 

belt of the famous hunter, and they act as pointers — down-

ward to  the le1 to brilliant Sirius, the brightest star in the sky, 

and upwards to the right to Aldebaran, the eye of Taurus, the 

bull. A large rectangle of bright stars which outlines Orion’s tor-

so surrounds the belt, red Betelgeuse top-le1 and blue Rigel 

bo�om-right. 
 

Below the belt a ver!cal row of three faint stars marks his  

sword.  The middle of those three  won’t look “quite right”, 

perhaps a li�le fuzzy. Through binoculars it is definitely fuzzy, 

a big fuzzy  blob.  It is the famous Orion nebula, an enormous 

cloud of glowing gas way out there among the stars, 1300 

light years away !  And definitely huge — it would take a beam 

of light 25 years just  to get from one side to the other.  A 

cloud like that is where stars are born, and it is the thousand 

or so new stars produced by the nebula which have heated up 

the remains of the  cloud and made it glow.  Our local area of 

the Galaxy would have looked like that 4.55 billion  years ago, 

with the newly formed Sun and its siblings embedded in just 

such a cloud. 

 

Chris Purton 

Constella!on 

Orion with the 

belt and sword 

clearly visible. 

Photo credit: 

Jim Failes 

One of the  

more common 

hawks in the 

winter in the 

south Okanagan 

is the rough-

legged hawk. 

Photo taken by 

Paul Graham at 

St Andrews by 

the Lake, early 

December. 
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www.southokanagan nature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.  Our new website—with the  same ad-

dress—is now live. The new site allows us to do more once Glenda and I have mastered all the details.  One of the 

new feature is a much improved photo gallery and when you scroll over the photos the photographer’s name 

shows.  As before our site has all the latest informa!on on monthly mee!ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on 

changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the photography sec!on.  She is always looking for new 

photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley nature  photos and let other Club members have a look 

at your work. 

Membership Applica!on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC,  8517 Prairie Valley Rd, Summerland BC V0H 1Z4 

Individual………………$32 per year                       Family …………………$43 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining a1er February 1st  please contact the membership secretary first. 
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Paul Graham  took this photo of a Varied Thrush on Lakeshore Drive in Pen!cton in mid-December. 


