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Cover photo:  Willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) is just one of the many flycatchers that can be seen in the Okanagan Valley. 

Some, such as Say’s Phoebe, are dis$nc$ve and easy to iden$fy.  Others, such as this Willow flycatcher, can be very difficult.  Sibley 

says that Willow can only be dis$nguished from Alder flycatcher by its voice.  Fortunately  Alder flycatcher does not occur in the 

Okanagan. In a typical year, 11 different species of flycatchers can be seen in the Okanagan although not in the same habitat or 

necessarily at the same eleva$on. 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo$ng its conserva$on. 

Membership:  Individual: $32; Family: $43 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen$cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Please contact any Execu$ve or director if you wish to add an item to 
the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (hours may change in summer & winter).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to 
easy strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info con-

tact Charmaine Foster or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no$fy of the trip leader if you intend to par$cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi$ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou$ngs. 

SONC is a federated club of BC Nature and is affiliated with Nature Canada and the Okanagan Similkameen Conserva$on Alliance. 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Bob Handfield, 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Lisa ScoJ, 250 404 0115; ecomaJers@shaw.ca 

Past president:  

Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250  490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com 

Secretary:  Bobbi Bodden , a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Chris$ne Anderson (ex officio)  chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Myrna Bosomworth; myrnabosomworth@yahoo.ca 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Wendy Stewart  250 487 1442  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

Jim Turnbull 250 496 4195; jkpturnbull@gmail.com 

 

Newsle%er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica$on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva$on CommiJee: 

              Gerry Gilligan  gerrygilligan@yahoo.com 

 Brian Horejsi  b2horejsi@shaw.ca   

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Wendy Stewart  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

              Alex Bodden    a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu$ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee$ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca;    

 Myrna Bosomworth  - myrnabosomworth@yahoo.ca 

Membership Secretary:  Chris$ne Anderson, chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Publicity:  Chris$ne Anderson; chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Refreshments:   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi temporarily 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 

8517 Prairie Valley Road 

Summerland BC  V0H 1Z4 

www.southokanagannature.com 
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Coming Events 

October 4th  Opening recep$on for the Nature in Focus 

exhibit at ,the Pen$cton Museum.  If you haven’t already 

RSVP’d then unfortunately  you are too late. 

 

October 25  SONC Monthly Mee�ng: Parks Canada Project 

Manager Sarah Boyle is going to report to the Club on the 

progress being made on actually bringing the Na$onal Park 

Reserve  into being. 

 

November 22 SONC Monthly mee�ng:  Merle Kindred will 

tell us about her most recent 6 month s$nt in Guyana where 

she worked with local groups helping to get eco-tourism 

underway.  Guyana is a birder’s paradise. 

 

December.  No monthly mee$ng but the Christmas Bird 

Counts will be held  on dates yet to be announced. 

President’s Message 

Welcome back to another new membership year at SONC. 

For a number of years I have had concerns about our Club  

and the lack of broad par$cipa$on by the members. I think 

we are at somewhat of an important fork in the road.  We 

can con$nue down the road as we have been with a very 

few people doing some things with and for the Club but 

overall with the Club really having liJle significant impact on 

the conserva$on community in the south Okanagan or on 

our members’ lives.  I don’t mean to imply that nothing 

good has been done.  Some individuals (Doreen Olson, Chris 

Purton and others) have worked almost night and day on 

behalf of the proposed Na$onal park reserve.  Alan Garland 

has spent literally 7 days a week in taking care of the na$ve 

plan$ngs along Ellis Creek near Hwy 97.  And while these 

individuals have made significant contribu$ons those did 

not really involve SONC. Even our once popular Thursday 

birding group has fallen on somewhat hard $mes with 

aJendance some weeks down to a bare minimum despite 

the ongoing efforts of Charmaine, Paul, Jim Shaver, Alex and 

Wendy amongst others. 

Or we can take the other road, which in the opinion of my-

self and some board members, involves SONC taking owner-

ship of some significant projects and geOng more members 

involved.  No club member, in SONC or any other club I’ve 

ever been involved in, is forced to par$cipate in any ac$vity.  

But some$mes you have to ask yourself, what does this club 

mean to me?  Why am I a member of SONC?  What would I 

like to see us doing and what am I prepared to help with? 

There are a number of projects that could be undertaken by 

the Club—some involve $me and money, others involve 

mainly $me with liJle or no money.  By “$me” I mean input 

by members—that is  a small amount of their $me to 

achieve outcomes that will raise awareness of conserva$on 

efforts in the valley, help educate the local popula$on (and 

for that maJer visitors as well) and let Club members enjoy 

even more of our beau$ful surroundings. Some projects that  

have been discussed at various $mes:  a nature journal using 

photos from the contest; taking “ownership” of the Vaseux 

Lake Bird blind; assis$ng the RDOS with their natural herit-

age registry, more day long ou$ngs  to get a liJle further 

afield (maybe even some overnight ou$ngs).  This short list 

is by no means the end of the possibili$es. 

I know we all lead busy lives—the modern afflic$on seems 

to be that life gets more hec$c every year.  Almost everyone 

involved with SONC also volunteers with other local groups - 

campaigning for propor$onal representa$on, Meals on 

Wheels, service in foreign countries, working with communi-

ty groups, etc.  The list goes on and on.  And a lot of us like 

to travel. 

Nevertheless, any organiza$on is only as good as its mem-

bership wants it to be. We will be sending out a membership 

survey in the near future and you can help by par$cipa$ng 

in this survey. 

Separate from that, three of the current Board members are 

stepping down at the October AGM—Jim Turnbull, Myrna Bos-

omworth and Bobbi Bodden.  All Club members should join me in 

thanking them for their service to the Club. It would be really 

helpful if a few of you would like to step forward and offer to 

serve on the Board.  In par$cular, we will need someone pre-

pared to take on the secretarial du$es which are not all that on-

erous.  

Having SONC become a registered society was temporarily put on 

hold as the photo contest became such a huge task this summer.  

We expect  our society will be in place by the October  mee$ng. 

Finally the saddest news of all—Club member Wilfred Alarie 

passed away in early August. Wilfred was par$cularly keen on the 

Thursday birding. I remember talking with him at our July picnic. 

Another reminder that we never know what life has in store and 

we should make the most of it while we have the chance. See 

page  6 for a memorial. 

Bob Handfield 

Thursday birders visit the Vaseux Lake Banding Sta$on 
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The  Heavens 

The wonderful planet show of last summer is winding 

down.  Venus and Jupiter have leT the scene and Mars, s$ll 

very conspicuous in the south aTer sunset, is star$ng to 

fade.  Saturn sits to the right of Mars, low in the south-west, 

but will be gone in a maJer of weeks. 

Here is a rundown of what stars and constella$ons will pre-

sent themselves to you, in the hopes that you find some of 

them familiar.  I get great pleasure in seeing something even 

as `ordinary’ as the Big Dipper in the sky at night, like gree$ng 

an old friend, and the more constella$ons I become familiar 

with the more friends I have up there. 

In October, looking south, the famous Summer Triangle, com-

posed of the three stars Deneb, Vega and Altair, is high in the 

south.  Deneb is almost overhead, at the head of the North-

ern Cross .  .  aka Cygnus, the Swan.  To the right of that, high 

in the west, is brilliant blue Vega with the small diamond 

shape of the constella$on Lyra, the famed lyre of Orpheus, 

hanging from it.     

Below both those constella$ons is  Altair, rendered conspicu-

ous by the stars above and below it, the three of them 

poin$ng upward to Vega and downward to the large, amor-

phous constella$on of Capricornus, currently inhabited by 

Mars.  If you are interested in the mo$ons of planets among 

the stars, a characteris$c that gave them their name (`planet’ 

meaning `wanderer’), Marsis the one to watch. It will make its 

way to the top leT of Capricornus, and beyond, during 

the  month of  October.  In the planet world, that’s really hus-

tling. 

The Milky Way, faint but grand, streams right through the 

Summer Triangle, along the Northern Cross and plunging 

down to the horizon in the south-west, right through 

the constella$on of SagiJarius, which is currently inhabited by 

Saturn. 

From a good dark site on a clear night, that view of the Milky 

Way is quite a stunner.  The sec$ons through Cygnus and 

through SagiJarius are par$cularly rich, the former being 

where you are looking along the spiral arm in which we live, 

the laJer being a clear view of the next arm inward, toward 

the centre of the Galaxy. 

If you are looking north in October the most dis$nc$ve con-

stella$on, second only to the Big Dipper, is Cassiopeia, a W-

shape high in the north-east — see the accompanying picture. 

The V at the top end of the W points to the Andromeda Gal-

axy .  .  very faint, best to use binoculars. The actual constella-

$on of Andromeda, Cassiopeia’s daughter, is the line of stars 

strung out below that, aJached to one corner of the Great 

Square of Pegasus.   

The Milky Way extends from Cygnus through Cassiopeia and 

on to the constella$on Perseus, shown in the picture.  The 

brightest star in Perseus is like an add-on to the line of 

stars making up Andromeda, but the most famous star is the 

fairly bright one seen in the picture below the final `s’ in his 

name.  That’s Algol, the demon star, so called because it  

`winks’, a slow wink las$ng several hours that occurs regularly, 

every few days: very upseOng behaviour for the  

ancients.  As we understand it, Algol is a binary system lined up 

so the stars pass in front of one another, the dim one eclipsing 

the brighter at regular intervals.  

In November the scene will shiT.  The Summer Triangle will be 

over in the western sky, and Saturn will be gone altogeth-

er.  Coming in, though, will be Fomalhaut, the brightest star 

and the only significant part of the Southern Fishes, low in the 

south, below-leT of Mars.  BeJer known is Taurus, the bull, 

leading the winter constella$ons low in the east.  The large V 

shape of stars marking his face (aka the Hyades) together with 

red Aldebaran as a glowering eye is very dis$nc$ve, and the 

preJy liJle cluster of stars above that, the Pleiades, is the most 

instantly recognisable feature of the night sky  .  .  apart from 

the Moon, maybe. 

Chris Purton 

     The constella$ons Cassiopeia and Perseus.  The long arrow 

indicates the loca$on of the Andromeda Galaxy.  Credit: Car-

oline Wallace 

View of the Milky Way from White Lake.     Rick McKelvey 

One of the contest entries. 
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Nature in Focus—the SONC Photo Contest 

Our photo contest got under way on March 15th.  Our goal 

was to achieve 200 entries.  By the end of April we were 

geOng worried that we might not even receive 100 photos.  

Even at the end of May 200 was s$ll looking like a dream. It 

wasn’t un$l about halfway through June that we knew that 

200 would actually  be reached. 

Well, the contest ended at midnight on July 15th.  When we 

tallied up the entries over the next few days we realized that 

we had received almost 600 photos from just about 110 differ-

ent photographers.  Some photos had actually come in only 

one minute before midnight. 

And what a selec$on of photos in all categories. Not surpris-

ingly, the most entries were received in “other birds” (that’s 

everything but waterfowl) followed closely by fauna and then 

landscapes. The commiJee was quite surprised at the rela$ve-

ly low number of entries in  waterfowl and flora with invasive 

species just slightly behind these two.   

All Club members should have received an invita$on to aJend 

the gala opening recep$on for the exhibit opening at the 

Pen$cton Museum and Archives. If you can’t make the open-

ing you can s$ll see the photos and vote for people’s choice 

award as the exhibit runs un$l January. 

The $tle of the exhibit Nature in Focus—a photographic ex-

plora�on of the south Okanagan –Similkameen sums it up 

very nicely.  In the approximately 100 photos on display you’ll 

catch a glimpse of the incredible diversity of habitats and flora 

and fauna of the Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen. 

The next step, if all goes well, is to produce a nature journal 

using photos from the contest.  For that we are going to need 

some help, so if you like to research or write, please get in 

touch with  Bob or Lisa ScoJ. 

In Memoriam 

 

WILFRED ALARIE 
OCT 9 1933 - AUG 11 2018 

HUSBAND, FATHER, OUTDOORSMAN 
WILFRED PASSED AWAY AT HIS HOME AUG 11 2018.  HE 

WAS PREDECEASED BY HIS WIFE ANN IN 2012. WILFRED 

IS SURVIVED AND LOVINGLY REMEMBERED BY DAUGH-

TERS HEATHER MAK AND IRENE WIGGINS AND FAMILIES. 

WILFRED WAS AN ORCHARDIST AND VITICULTURIST FOR 

THE LAST 40 YEARS IN PENTICTON.  HE WAS AN AVID 

SUPPORTER OF SHOOTING SPORTS AND A LIFELONG 

OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST. HE LEFT A LASTING LEGACY OF 

APPRECIATION FOR THE OUTDOORS TO HIS DAUGHTERS 

AND GRANDCHILDREN.  A PRIVATE FAMILY MEMORIAL 

WILL BE HELD AT A LATER DATE. 

BESIDES BEING A LONG TIME MEMBER OF SONC, 

WILFRED WAS ALSO A MEMBER OF THE PENTICTON AD-

VENTURERS’ CLUB AND SOUTHERN OKANAGAN 

SP0RTSMEN’S ASSOC. WILFRED WAS AN ENTHUSIASTIC 

THURSDAY BIRDER WITH OUR GROUP. 

Thanks to his daughter Irene for the photo and the bulk of 

the text. 

Many squirrel photos  were submiJed and had to be carefully 

examined to determine if they were invasive or na$ve squir-

rels. Fortunately that was not the case with the many chip-

munk photos as there are no invasive chipmunks in the Oka-

nagan (yet).                                           Photo by Lisa ScoJ 
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A few images from the contest. 

White-crowned sparrow.                      Lisa ScoJ 

  Clarkia pulchella                                                  Glenda Ross 

Coyote                                               Ernst  Schneider 

Empty benches near the Sicamous                  Paul Graham 

With nearly 600 images submiJed to the contest it was inevitable that some very good photos would not win a prize; 

even with six  different categories (3 in each category) and a grand prize there could be only 19 “winners”.  The judges 

and the contest commiJee had a very tough $me even selec$ng the 100 images for the Pen$cton Museum exhibi$on. 
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This blank page symbolizes the fact that the editor needs Club members to con-

tribute material to the Honker.  This month there was a real shortage of materi-

al submiJed (and prin$ng requires an even number of pages).  The editor can-

not (and should not) be expected to do it all without help. 



 

 

www.southokanagannature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.    Our site has all the latest informa$on on 

monthly mee$ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the 

photography sec$on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley na-

ture  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica$on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC,  8517 Prairie Valley Rd, Summerland BC V0H 1Z4 

Individual………………$32 per year                       Family …………………$43 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining aTer February 1st  please contact the membership secretary first. 
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Osprey pair on their nest.  Photographer Paul Graham says the young were near by making quite a 

racket and judging from their size were geOng close to heading south. 


