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Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo�ng its conserva�on. 

Membership:  Individual: $32; Family: $43 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen�cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Please contact any Execu�ve or director if you wish to add an item to 
the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (hours may change in summer & winter).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to 
easy strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info con-

tact Charmaine Foster or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no�fy of the trip leader if you intend to par�cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi�ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou�ngs. 

SONC is a  society under the BC Socie�es Act and a federated club of BC Nature 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Bob Handfield, 250 497 8702; soncbob@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Lisa ScoE, 250 404 0115; ecomaEers@shaw.ca 

Treasurer: Colleen Emshay 250  490 0952; emshayco@outlook.com 

Secretary:  Val Fenn ; vfenn@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Chris�ne Anderson (ex officio)  chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Alex Bodden   a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Gerry Buzzell 250 328 8143;  grbuzzell@gmail.com 

Paul Graham  poppa08@telus.net 

Wendy Stewart  250 487 1442  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

 

 

Newsle*er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica�on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva�on CommiEee: 

              Gerry Gilligan  gerrygilligan@yahoo.com 

 Brian Horejsi  b2horejsi@shaw.ca   

 Jim Turnbull (for contacts see Directors) 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Charmaine Foster 250 493 1772; gramfos@shaw.ca 

 Wendy Stewart  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

              Alex Bodden    a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; (for contacts see Execu�ve) 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee�ng programs: Anthea Bryan; 250 492 0312; adbryan@shaw.ca;    

 Myrna Bosomworth  - myrnabosomworth@yahoo.ca 

Membership Secretary:  Chris�ne Anderson, chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Publicity:  Chris�ne Anderson; chrisko8517@gmail.com 

Refreshments:   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi temporarily 

Thursday Birding: Charmaine Foster (see above) 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 

8517 Prairie Valley Road 

Summerland BC  V0H 1Z4 

www.southokanagannature.com 
 

Cover photo:  Despite winter not really wan�ng to totally give up, the Thursday birding group has been having some good 

turn-outs recently and it is nice to see many of our new members par�cipa�ng.  Photo by Alex Bodden 
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President’s Message 

Most of what I want to say this month is covered in more 

detail elsewhere in various segments of this issue of the 

Honker. 

I’ll highlight only a few items as follows: 

April 6 is your chance to get out and help plant some trees 

and shrubs around the Ellis Creek basin (see page 9). 

The Field Trip commiEee is undertaking a survey to deter-

mine what Club members are looking for in the way of 

ou�ngs and what days work best.  We’ve always had our 

weekly birding ou�ngs on Thursdays but that doesn’t mean 

we can’t consider changes or addi�ons to the schedule.  

Please help out by comple�ng the survey when it comes to 

your email box. 

Read about our  recent changes to the Club recogni�on pro-

gram for members going above and beyond the call of duty. 

(see pages 6 and 7). 

Please support our sponsors who helped make our Nature 

Photo Contest such a big success (page 9). 

And mark July 3 on your calendar for the Club’s annual pic-

nic.  Again this year it will be catered by the same group that 

provided such great food last year. 

Finally, it seems like spring is here—migrant birds are show-

ing up as they should so get out and enjoy nature.  Join a 

Thursday birding ou�ng and join in on some of the other 

trips. 

Bob Handfield 

Coming Events 

April 6 10AM to Noon—join Club member Allan Garland and the 

Okanagan Na�on Alliance to help plant na�ve trees and shrubs 

around the Ellis Creek sediment basin.  Shovels and refresh-

ments provided but bring gloves. See page 9 in this issue for 

more details. 

April 25 SONC monthly mee�ng  local biologist Doug Wahl, who 

will talk about the role of the BC Forest Prac�ces Board, the 

province’s independent watchdog for sound forest prac�ces.  

Doug will discuss some recent and ongoing inves�ga�ons related 

to wildlife, including a current special inves�ga�on on forest 

harves�ng and northern goshawk.   

May 23  SONC monthly mee�ng  Arthur Scully has been studying 

lynx and bobcats in the Princeton Hedley area and will give us a 

run-down on what he has found out about these mostly elusive 

cats. 

June—no Club mee�ng 

July 3 Annual Picnic   3-6PM  Last year’s catered picnic seemed 

to be a huge success so we will be repea�ng the format again 

this year with the same caterer providing the same delicious 

food.  The picnic will be held at the Gazebo at Summerland Gar-

dens. Details about �ckets, �me etc, will be made available clos-

er to the date. 

Field  Trip Surveys 

Wendy, Alex, Jim Shaver and Paul have been working hard to 

develop  an interes�ng array of Thursday trips and it is gra�fy-

ing to see that a few more people are turning up for these 

ou�ngs. And especially nice to see some of our newer members 

joining in. 

As was men�oned previously , in years past the Club had a very 

ac�ve field trip agenda including several mul�-night trips each 

year.  We now want to see if there is sufficient interest to war-

rant reinsta�ng some longer and overnight trips.   

All Club members will receive a survey by email and you are 

urged to help planning by comple�ng and returning the survey. 

Spring is the perfect �me (actually the only �me) to search 

for baby antelope brush pictured here. Photo by Lisa ScoE 
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Book Review by Dianne Bersea 

 

Darwin Comes to Town, How the Urban Jungle Drives Evolu-

�on 

By Menno Schilthuizen, 2018, Quercus 

 

This book came into our house as a response to a radio inter-

view with its author, Dutch evolu�onary biologist and ecol-

ogist, Menno Schilthuizen.  

Menno’s premise is that evolu�on can happen quickly and 

our urban environment now rivals the so-called wild for di-

versity and evidence of change. As some of you know, our 

seemingly angry aEack on innocent plants, animals and mi-

crobes that are simply moving along a line of least resistance 

is disturbing to me. Menno suggests that rather than re-

sis�ng ‘invasives’ we might see what we can learn from their 

ability to thrive in our changing world.  

Menno’s primary focus is the startling evidence that evolu-

�on may be happening before our eyes as invaders adapt to 

our urban environment. Most of his book is a case by case 

examina�on of recent research on the subject of rapid evolu-

�on, both demonstra�ng its existence and of course, in true 

scien�fic manner ques�oning that possibility. 

He lays out the surprising changes that have taken place in  

surprisingly short �me frames. Beginning with the renowned 

peppered moth (Biston betularia) that changed from light 

pigmented wings to dark wings predicated on the rise of in-

dustrializa�on’s coal dust and smoke pollu�on, to light pig-

mented wings again as the pos�ndustrial air cleared…to pi-

geons, crows, lizards and mice who adapted, i.e. evolved, so 

differen�ally in isolated pockets of green space in our frag-

mented megalopolises, they display dis�nct gene�c make-up 

within a normally gene�c homogeneity.  

 I also like his argument that humans must be consid-

ered part of the ecosystem as a whole. I have always won-

dered why our ci�es have been described as unnatural. If we 

are a natural biological en�ty, doesn’t it then follow that 

what we make is also part of a natural process?  

 Menno suggests we must design our ci�es to accom-

modate our non-human migrants. I found it especially inter-

es�ng that these wild ‘interlopers’ may even be evolving to 

manage our toxic or polluted urban offerings.  

 Is it possible that us humans might be experiencing 

the same evolu�onary adjustments? If a pigeon can store 

toxic zinc in its feathers thus allevia�ng zinc impact on its 

bodily func�ons, perhaps we are likewise adap�ng in some 

way to the flow of toxins into our bodies.  

 I found myself recoun�ng new discoveries to anyone 

who would listen. “Did you know that a majority of birds live 

in a shared sound-scape that has s�mulated some to modify, 

that is amplify their songs to be heard above the din of the 

city?” Or “Did you know that the beaver is really an ecosys-

tem engineer?” 

 Published in 2018, Darwin Comes to Town is available 

in the usual places. I borrowed mine from the library. 

Something else to look for at this �me of year  is pussy 

willows.                                            Photo by Glenda Ross 
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   The  Heavens 

One lone planet adorns our evening sky at present: 

Mars.  He’s good for only a couple of months more, but dur-

ing that �me will be immersed in quite a panorama of stars, 

star clusters, and drama�c constella�ons. 

Start with the favourite, Orion, prominent in the southwest 

sky as it gets dark.  The three bright stars of his belt point 

leUward at Sirius, siVng rather low in the south.  Sirius is a 

real dazzler,  the brightest true star in the en�re sky, whose 

name translates as “the sparkling one”.   

In the other direc�on the stars of Orion’s belt point at Aldeb-

aran, orange in colour as a contrast to the blue of Siri-

us.  Aldebaran translates as “the follower”, because it fol-

lows the Hyades across the sky. The Hyades are a V-shape of 

stars that outline the face of Taurus, the bull,  with Aldeba-

ran as a glowering eye at one end of the V.   

Con�nuing the line from Orion’s belt to Aldebaran a bit fur-

ther takes you to Mars, not quite as bright as Aldebaran, and 

a bit redder in colour. Apart from that the two are similar in 

appearance which is quite decep�ve as they are totally 

different in nature, Mars being a rocky planet smaller than 

the Earth in contrast to Aldebaran being an enormous gase-

ous star some forty �mes the size of the Sun.  Mars will be in 

the western sky at this �me, about mid-way up, with a 

neat liEle cluster of stars above it, or to its right depending 

on what day you’re looking  .  .  Mars shiUs its posi�on 

among the stars fairly rapidly.  

That cluster is the Pleiades, a par�cularly preEy liEle group-

ing and instantly recognisable — it’s been used for millennia 

as a naviga�on aid by different cultures around the 

world.  It’s a genuine cluster, the stars all born from the 

same gas cloud about 100 million years ago, and des�ned to 

disperse within the next 250 million years.  Binoculars show 

many faint stars in the cluster, and larger telescopes even 

more.  There are more than a thousand stars in the clus-

ter  altogether, so it’s a bit bigger than the cluster (now dis-

persed) into which our Sun was born. 

The whole Orion-Taurus panorama will shiU to the right and 

down as the season goes on, with different parts sinking into 

the twilight glow at different �mes. Sirius and the Pleiades 

will both be gone by the end of April.  Orion will have shiUed 

to the west by then, with only the top part visible above the 

mountains as darkness seEles in, and even that part isn’t 

good for much into the month of May.   Mars will hang on a 

bit longer.  By mid-April it will sit above-right of Aldebaran, 

both of them mid-way up the sky in the west aUer darkness 

falls.  By the end of April  Mars will appear above Aldebaran, 

but Aldebaran will be so low it will be difficult to see.   

Through May Mars will be the only visible remnant of the 

once-magnificent panorama, and then it too will go. 

On April 8 and 9 an added feature to this display will be the 

crescent Moon, siVng below the Pleiades on the 8th, and 

above Aldebaran on the 9th — should be quite a preEy 

sight. 

The picture, taken in August 2007, shows what Taurus looks like 

when Mars is there, and illustrates roughly what you can ex-

pect to see in early April.  But there are differences.  First, 

to compensate for your west-facing view, in contrast to the 

picture’s east-facing, turn the picture on its side (going clock-

wise).  Second, Mars will appear fainter than it does in the pic-

ture, a liEle fainter than Aldebaran.  And third, the picture 

shows a Perseid meteor that happened to zip  through that part 

of the sky, something that definitely is not going to happen in 

April. 

Chris Purton 

Mars in the constella�on of Taurus, August 2007.  Credit: 

APOD, John Chumack.  

It is s�ll preEy early in the year for much in the way of in-

sects but this eight-spoEed skimmer is a nice example of 

what we can expect as spring advances.  Paul Graham took 

this photo last year near White Lake. 
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SONC  Recogni�on Program 

In previous years at very irregular intervals the Club has recog-

nized the hard work and devo�on of various members by pre-

sen�ng them with a cer�ficate of apprecia�on. Last fall the 

Board decided that the “recogni�on” program needed to be up

-dated and revitalized.  To that end we decided to present de-

serving club members with personalized photo coffee mugs.  It 

was thought that the mugs might see more use than a cer�fi-

cate which mostly probably ended up in some file cabinet. 

Because we had let the previous program of recognizing de-

serving club members fall by the wayside we have a bit of 

catching up to do.  So it may be that we will present a few 

more  “rewards” this year than we normally would.  

The first two recipients are well deserving of recogni�on by the 

Club.  Jim Shaver received his personalized coffee mug at the 

November mee�ng and Allan Garland received his mug at the 

February mee�ng. 

Jim has been a Club member for longer than anyone can re-

member and in that �me he has been ac�ve in leading the 

Thursday birding trips for many years.  His broad knowledge of 

all things natural makes all his ou�ngs more than just birding 

trips. He served mul�ple terms on the Board of Directors and  

has been organizing the coffee at the monthly mee�ngs for 

many, many years.  Jim is well deserving of the Club’s apprecia-

�on. 

Allan Garland has not been a member for nearly so long as Jim 

or many other members.  However if you count up the number 

of hours that he has devoted to combaVng invasive weeds  

over the past five years he probably has more hours of service 

than the rest of the Club put together.  Doesn’t maEer what 

the weather, if you go by the Ellis Creek basin near the inter-

sec�on of Highway 97 and Fairview Rd  you will see Allan on his 

weed patrol. Of course Allan does more than just pull invasive 

weeds—when new plants needed watering Allan was there 

with his watering can and when there is liEer to be picked up, 

Allan is the one doing the  picking up! 

The next �me you are talking to Jim or Allan express your ap-

precia�on for their �me and effort. 

If you think of someone in the Club that you believes  deserves 

our recogni�on for their work furthering the Club’s goals please  

pass that name on to one of the Board members. 

 
Jim proudly showing off his  coffee mug.  Above are close-ups 

of the two sides of the coffee cup.  Photos by A. Bodden 
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News From Parks Canada 

This message just came to us from Darlene Upton Vice-

President, Protected Areas Establishment and Conserva�on 

for Parks Canada,. 

Summary of Next Steps   

Public Consulta�ons and the What We Heard” report – Con-

sulta�ons officially closed on March 15, 2019.  We are now 

working on the What We Heard report.  We will be engaging a 

professional public consulta�on and engagement firm to com-

plete this report for us.  The report will be made public and 

Parks Canada will set up two Public Informa�on Sessions, one 

in Pen�cton, and one in Oliver to con�nue the conversa�on on 

the proposed reserve and share the results of the public con-

sulta�on process.  Further informa�on will be available from 

the project manager, Sarah Boyle, as these get planned. Dates 

of these sessions will be adver�sed in advance in local news-

papers.  

Ongoing Conversa�ons – I men�oned that although the public 

consulta�ons have closed we are con�nuing conversa-

�ons.  For example, there is an upcoming mee�ng with the 

grazing community to discuss their interests further.  Addi�on-

ally those residents who will be directly impacted by the pro-

posed park reserve, e.g. property within its boundaries, have 

been sent leEers in February 2019 advising them they can 

contact us directly, at any �me, even outside of the consulta-

�on period, if they would like to discuss their interests fur-

ther.  As I men�oned at the mee�ng, Parks Canada strives for 

good rela�onships with local residents and to be a good neigh-

bour at our heritage places across the country. 

Next Steps – The consulta�ons that have just concluded are a 

part of the feasibility study for the establishment of the pro-

posed South Okanagan-Similkameen na�onal park re-

serve.  The steering commiEee that includes the Government 

of Bri�sh Columbia, Okanagan Na�on Alliance, and Parks Can-

ada will now review the input and prepare to make recom-

menda�ons to their respec�ve decision makers on a final 

boundary. Moving forward to the next step of the establish-

ment process involves nego�a�ng the establishment agree-

ments, followed finally by the legisla�on that would establish 

the na�onal park reserve.  

Allan receiving his recogni�on award from  President 

Bob.                                        Photo by Wendy Stewart 

This is the photo that was used on Alan’s coffee cup.  

It shows him  in his favorite weeding loca�on near 

Ellis Creek basin.      Photo by Lisa ScoE 
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Dianne Bersea has previously reported on the trials 

and tribula�ons and successes of a pair of Say’s 

Phoebes that have nested on or near her house for 

many years.  She now reports that the phoebes are 

back for the seventh year in a row.  Site tenacity (or 

fidelity) is known amongst many species of birds, 

ranging from raptors to shore birds and is common 

amongst those species that nest in or on cliffs but is 

not known amongst those birds that nest in ephem-

eral spots such as beach dunes.  Diane’s house is 

there year aUer year, just like a cliff would be. 

Thursday birding in the snow. 

Waking up to fresh snow on Thursday March 7 did not deter 

8 birders from heading south to the Oliver area where they 

saw 37 species  - not bad for snowy winter day.  Highlights 

included a pileated woodpecker and two golden eagles. No 

picnic lunch this day—instead lunch was at the Firewall Bis-

tro.  You might no�ce only 7 birders in the photo above—

Paul Graham was busy snapping the photo! 

As can be seen from the above photo, some Thursdays the 

birders actually look at birds (well most of them do!).  Even 

though December 6th was a very cold day the group of 14 in-

trepid souls managed to see 33 species.  Not bad for early De-

cember. 

The list included several birds that forgot to go south for the 

winter:  Red-winged blackbird, Cedar Waxwing and American 

robin.                                                     Photo by Dianne Bersea 
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Suppor�ng our sponsors. 

Last year's  nature photo contest was a big success, in 

large part due to the terrific support we received from a 

number of local and far away  businesses.  In addi�on to 

thanking them publicly, which we have done, we can 

show our thanks by suppor�ng these businesses.  So keep 

them in mind when you are out and about and men�on 

that you appreciate their support of SONC projects. 

Here are all the sponsors of the photo contest: 

Pla�num Sponsors 

Parks Canada 

Vortex Binoculars 

C4Wise Design 

Gold Sponsors 

BC Nature/BC Naturalists’ Founda�on 

Burrowing Owl Winery 

London Drugs 

Waypoint Advisory Group—Raymond James  

Silver Sponsors 

MOCOJO Winery 

The Book Shop (also known as The Used bookstore) 

The Nature Trust of BC 

Okanagan and Similkameen Invasive  Species Socie-

ty 

Pen�cton Golf & Country Club 

Special Exhibi�on Partner 

Pen�cton Museum and Archives 

Special Media Sponsor 

Pen�cton Western News 

 

Remember that London Drugs Photo Lab in Pen�cton 

offers a 10% discount to all SONC members.  You have 

been sent an email about how to claim your discount. 

Ellis Creek Plan�ng Day 

The following text is an update on the work completed last fall 

at the mouth of Ellis Creek and a call for volunteers to assist 

with plan�ng the disturbed soil.  

During November and December 2018, the Okanagan Na�on 

Alliance (ONA) and the Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural 

Resource Opera�ons (MFLNRO) corrected several issues just 

upstream from the confluence of Ellis Creek with Okanagan 

River, known as the Ellis Creek sediment catchment basin. A 

rock weir retained sediment, preven�ng it from entering Oka-

nagan River. The necessary ongoing process of sediment ex-

trac�on nega�vely impacted the creek side environment and 

required extensive maintenance, while the weir excluded fish 

passage year-round. 

 

Construc�on work involved removing the weir, crea�ng a 

gradual, fish-friendly riffle pool structure and allowing year-

round fish access to four kilometers of poten�al salmon 

spawning habitat in Ellis Creek. The installa�on of a fish-

passable bypass pipe to be used during periodic sediment 

extrac�on was installed to enable fish passage during sedi-

ment removal. Improved machinery access during sediment 

extrac�on allows a permanent riparian area to be established. 

Soil disturbed during construc�on is to be planted with na�ve 

riparian species. We welcome volunteers to assist us. 

 

Spring is here!!! Enjoy the weather and come help plant some 

trees and shrubs beside Ellis Creek. Shovels and refreshments 

will be provided. Bring gloves. 

Tree Plan�ng 

Saturday April 06 

10am to noon 

At the mouth of Ellis Creek Pen�cton. Access via Industrial 

place. Park beside the Ministry of Environment Office. 

(Closed on Saturday’s) 

102 Industrial Pl. Pen�cton 

 

Please contact Lee McFadyen for parking and site access di-

rec�ons 

mariposaorgf@hotmail.com 

or phone Sam at 250-707-0095 ext. 303 



 

 

www.southokanagannature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.    Our site has all the latest informa�on on 

monthly mee�ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the 

photography sec�on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley na-

ture  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica�on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC,  8517 Prairie Valley Rd, Summerland BC V0H 1Z4 

Individual………………$32 per year                       Family …………………$43 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining aUer February 1st  please contact the membership secretary first. 
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Tundra Swans at rest on Skaha Lake along Eastside  Road.  Photo by Paul Graham. 


