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Can you tell a Canvasback from a Redhead?
Photo by Alex Bodden, taken at the Penticton Marina
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South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club
193 Westview Drive
Penticton BC V2A7W1
www.southokanagannature.com

Mission Statement:
To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promoting its conservation.
Membership: Individual: $32; Family: $43 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31)

Monthly meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from September through May (except December) at 7PM in the
basement hall of the Penticton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New
members always welcome.

Board meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month. Please contact any Executive or director if you wish to add an item to
the agenda.

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner
of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (hours may change in summer & winter). Be prepared to car pool. Trips range from ‘car birding’ to
easy strolls to occasional more moderate hikes. Bring a lunch and dress for the weather. Everyone welcome. For more info con-
tact Wendy Stewart or check out the birding page on the website.

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight. Check the website for details.
Please notify of the trip leader if you intend to participate. Dress for the prevailing weather conditions, wear appropriate footwear,
bring a lunch and drinking water. Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday outings.

SONC s a society under the BC Societies Act and a federated club of BC Nature

Executive Officers:

President: Alex Bodden a.bodden@shaw.ca

Vice-president: Wendy Stewart 250 487 1442 wendyastew-
art@shaw.ca

Treasurer: Colleen Simmons colleensimmons@live.ca
Secretary: Val Fenn ; vfenn@shaw.ca

Membership secretary: Tim Gray timgray9@hotmail.com
Directors at large:

Bob Handfield bobnmaggie@shaw.ca

Edward Steltman edsteltman@gmail.com

Newsletter Submission Dates:

Please submit material for publication by the 15th of January, March,
June, September and November. Any item relevant to the Club is
welcome as are photos taken by club members.

Coordinators/Representatives:

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca
Conservation Committee:

To be determined
BC Nature Rep: Alex Bodden; a.bodden@shaw.ca
Field Trips:

Wendy Stewart wendyastewart@shaw.ca

Alex Bodden a.bodden@shaw.ca
Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; bobnmaggie@shaw.ca
Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca
Meeting programs: Bob Handfield and Doreen Olson three-
gates@telus.net
Publicity: Tim Gray timgray9@hotmail.com
Refreshments: Jim Shaver Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca
S Okanagan Habitat Garden: Marlene Hikichi (temporarily)
Thursday Birding: Wendy Stewart, Alex Bodden and Jim Shaver

Cover photo: On the left is a Canvasback duck (Aythya valisineria) the largest species in North America of the diving ducks.
It breeds mostly in prairie potholes so is susceptible to draining of wetlands and swampy grounds. It is occasionally found in
the Okanagan in winter and during migration but is not known to breed here. None were seen on the Penticton CBC. On
the right is a Redhead (Aythya Americana), also a member of the diving ducks. It is more common in the Okanagan than the
Canvasback with 78 being seen on the Penticton CBC.
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President's Message

Happy New Year to you and your family! | hope your holi-
day season was fun and filled with what nature can offer to
us for learning and personal health. Your club board of
directors, with your help, has some great plans in the works
for the year. | will touch on some of them here.

The 120" Audubon Christmas bird count coordinated by
Bird Studies Canada is all done and the weather held out
for all of our local events. | actually got sunburned twice. A
total of 12568969 birds were counted across Canada this
year. We had club members participate in six of the counts
in the South Okanagan and Similkameen valleys and they all
were a great learning and fellowship opportunity. The one
challenge that continues for the organizers is getting
enough observers to effectively cover all the area within
the count circles. Hopefully we, as a club, can come up with
a way to help a bit more next year.

We all need to mark our calendars for the second Wednes-
day of each month so that you do not miss out on the club’s
popular dining out events. Chris Anderson and Judy Pratt
are organizing these, so if you have a favorite restaurant
that you want to go to let them know.

Our club continues to work with other organizations in their
efforts to conserve suitable habitat in our area. As most of
you are aware, only a miniscule part of British Columbia is
grassland, however, almost a third of our endangered spe-
cies rely on this habitat. Our club is giving $500 to the Na-
ture Trust of BC towards the purchase of upwards of 1050
hectares of grassland near Princeton. | encourage you all to
make a donation as well. Let me or Colleen Simmons know
if you make a donation so we can have a club total. Infor-
mation is available at https://www.naturetrust.bc.ca/

priority-projects

The 2020 BC Nature Annual General Meeting is being held
in Princeton from May 28th to 30" and | have sent out a
previous message encouraging you all to attend, even if
only for one day. We are all members of BC Nature, which
offers us a larger voice in advocacy, education opportuni-
ties and insurance coverage, among other benefits. Itis
also a great opportunity to support a neighbouring club.
The board is considering cancelling the May general
meeting if enough interest is shown in going to Princeton.

Your field trip organisers will be meeting in the near future
to plan out our year with the goal of having things set out
well in advance. If you want to be part of this committee let
me know. It is the hope that we will be offering a full day
trip each month on a weekend so more of us can partici-
pate. If you have somewhere you would like to lead us, or
you think would make a good outing, let Wendy or | know.
We will be reaching out to individuals for some help lead-
ing.

A previous message was sent out describing a new item
that will be appearing in The Honker that our editor Bob
Handfield, together with Lisa Scott, has developed. We all

have more to share with each other then we probably think and
“Narrative’s of a Naturalist” will focus on individual members of
our club so that we can all better appreciate each other’s tal-
ents. Don’t be shy when asked for an interview.

Our membership as of December 31% was 76 individual or family
memberships. A few people have yet to renew and until you do
you will not be covered by BC nature’s insurance policy. They do
keep track. We also still need about half of the club to fill out a
waiver.

Our membership and communications director Tim Gray has
been using “Mailchimp” as our primary way to send out club
messages and it appears that less then 75% of recipients open
the message. You may need to check your junk mail to see if
your settings are sending them there. You don’t want to miss out
on anything.

Okanagan College has a very interesting line up for their speaker
series; many related to climate change, that you might want to
attend. Info is at https://ocspeakersseries.weebly.com/. Per-
haps we could go as a group to a couple.

| hope to tell you about other great club and community activi-
ties in future messages and newsletters. Until then enjoy and
protect nature.

Alex Bodden

Coming Events

February 27th—February monthly meeting. This will be mem-
bers’ night. This is a chance to show some of your photos or talk
about a topic dear to your heart. You don’t have to have a fancy
PowerPoint presentation—just put a few photos on a memory
stick or talk about some issue that you feel passionate about.
More details will be posted on the website.

March 26th monthly meeting. Club member Rick McKelvey
will give us a presentation on the polar bears and other fauna of
the Churchill, Manitoba region. Rick recently made a trip to this
famous area and has a number of photos and stories to share
with us.

April 23rd meeting. Andrew Farquhar has worked in Canada’s
arctic where he honed his photography skills. His photos have
appeared in many magazines including Canadian Geographic,
Canadian Wildlife and Popular Photography. He has won nu-
merous awards including the Canadian Geographic Grand Prize.
He will talk about the Northwest Passage.

May 28—May 31 BC Nature AGM hosted by the Vermillion
Forks Naturalists’ Club. See the winter issue of your BC Nature
magazine or checkout www.bcnature.ca
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Invasive Species Goals for 2020 invasive plants and animals, and share information

A new year provides an opportunity for people to reflect on that you have learned such as how to identify a cer-
themselves and their actions and make decisions to improve tain species.

their life. What do you want to change? What do you want

to start doing that you didn’t do before? Lisa Scott

With environmental issues becoming increasingly urgent,
perhaps 2020 is the year to focus on a healthier future for
us, our communities and of course, the Earth. Take the time
to read through these top 10 “invasive species” goals and
chose at least one that you can strive to achieve this year.

For further information on invasive species go to our web-
site: www.oasiss.ca

or contact the Executive Director for the Okanagan-
Similkameen, Lisa Scott, at 250-404-0115 or oa-
siss@shaw.ca

Spend more time outdoors. Getting outside and enjoy-
ing nature is good for you and the more you be-
come aware of nature, the more you will respect it
and help ensure others can enjoy it too. When ex-
ploring, be sure to check your vehicle, boat, bike,
camping gear, shoes and pets for invasive plant
seeds that may have hitched a ride. Dispose of any
seeds or plant fragments carefully.

Stay informed. Learn to identify invasive species in the
Okanagan-Similkameen region. Check out our web-
site www.oasiss.ca or follow us on Facebook or
Instagram to keep up to date on current events or
the latest species to watch out for.

Volunteer. Join a local group and participate in an inva-
sive plant pull or re-planting effort. So much can be
accomplished with just a little donated time from
each of us.

Biocontrols are proving useful in fighting some invasive
weeds. This is the knapweed seed-mining beetle Larinus
minutus. Photo courtesy of OASISS

Report sightings of new invaders in our region or out-
breaks of common species in remote locations
where they may go undetected.

Be plantwise. When gardening, choose plants wisely.
Select native plants that are adapted to our local
ecosystems or non-invasive ornamental species.
Know what you grow http://beplantwise.ca

Be wary of wild birdseed mixes. Carefully select the
seed mix or create the mix yourself. Put the seed
mix on cookie sheets and bake at 325 degrees for
15 minutes to prevent germination. In the spring,
remove any unusual plants growing under or near
your bird feeder, before they go to seed.

Re-home unwanted pets such as turtles and lizards.
Releasing a pet to the wild is never the right thing.
Educate yourself and others http://
www.dontletitloose.com

Learn about biological control or using natural insect
enemies to control invasive plants, and consider

While Snow Geese are relatively rare in the Okanagan you
this management option for your property.

can usually expect to find one or two nearly every winter,
Clean, drain and dry your boat and equipment to pre- often mixed in with Canada Geese. This one has a lot of dark-
er feathers mixed in on its back suggesting it is a first year
individual. Generally they molt to complete white about Jan-
uary of their first year. This photo was taken by Jodi Forster
on Christmas Day near the marina. It was one of two Snow
present that day.

vent moving aquatic invaders from one lake to an-
other.

Encourage friends and neighbours to learn more about
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The Heavens

Planet Venus is the star of this season. It dominates the west-
ern sky after sunset, and will continue to do so for the rest of
the winter. Dazzlingly bright — eleven times brighter than the
brightest true star; bright enough to be seen by eye in the day-
light — it commands your attention as darkness deepens in the
early winter evenings, sitting well above the mountains as the
last glow of sunset fades away, only to follow the Sun behind
those mountains a couple of hours later. But it doesn’t drop
straight down onto the mountains, it slides at an angle, and the
final moments of Venus-set are worth watching as its light flick-
ers on and off while it makes its way behind the pine trees on
some distant ridge.

That whole process happens surprisingly quickly, and while
you’re watching the show it’s interesting to contemplate that
what you are actually seeing is our own planet Earth rotating.
Venus appears quite high in the sky at present, a result of it
becoming the ““evening star” in late winter, but it’s going to
get better. Gradually it will shift higher, until March 24 at
which time it will pause, and then slowly shift lower, ultimately
to disappear behind the mountains late in May.

Another way to enjoy this Cytherean spectacle (there’s one for
the scrabble players . . it means Venusian) beyond simply
basking in the beauty and drama of the sight, is to follow her
motions among the stars. During the month of February, Ve-
nus will traverse the length of the constellation Pisces, as
shown in the image. That image is an actual photograph of
the constellation, but as the stars in Pisces are rather faint a lot
of information has been added to help in sorting out what is
what, making the photo look more like a chart. Part of the
Great Square of Pegasus (which was featured in the previous
issue of Honker) is shown above the fishes. The position of
Venus on February 1 and March 1 is shown. Through March,
Venus will continue to the left through an empty region of sky,
pulling close to the well-loved Pleiades by the end of that
month. On April 3 Venus will appear to move through the Pleia-
des, which should be quite a sight, particularly if you have a
pair of binoculars on hand.

If you follow these movements of Venus, what you are actually
watching is the planet moving in its orbit around the Sun. Last
December Venus was positioned some 100 million kilome-
tres behind the Sun, as seen from here, but moving to the

left. Through February and March you are seeing it swing
around in its orbit, moving leftward against the background of
stars (stars WAY in the background, some 10 million times far-
ther away than Venus). At the end of March it will have swung
around to be coming straight toward us, after which its orbit
will take it more-or-less between us and the Sun, which is a bit
of a reversal. However, during most of that reverse time, until
May 13, it will still appear to be moving leftward against the
background of the stars. That’s because the Earth is moving in
its path too — what you see is the combined effect of the Earth
and Venus moving in their respective orbits.

In Roman mythology Venus was the goddess of love, beauty,
desire, sex, and all those good things, but what you are looking
at in the sky, despite appearing so beautiful, is in actuality a

complete hell-hole of a planet, one similar to the Earth in size
and structure but surrounded by a thick, suffocating layer of
cloud that rains sulphuric acid down onto a surface baked to
almost 500 degrees Celsius and subjected to a pressure some
90 times what we have. This is the result of a runaway green-
house effect, the kind of thing we humans are toying with on
our own planet. Conditions on Venus are so horrendous that
nothing biological could survive, and even robotic landers sent
there can last only a couple of hours, at most..

Chris Purton

Photo of the constellation Pisces, overlain with a lot of infor-
mation including where Venus will appear in early 2020.

Credit: Till Credner.

This muskrat was photographed sitting on ice eating his lunch
but he actually looks pretty cold. Muskrats are native to North
America and occur in all provinces and states . Photo by Jodi
Forster.
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Narratives of a Naturalist
Jack and Norma Howard

Jack has been interested in wildlife since high school days in
Manitoba when he used to take his dog and gun and go duck
hunting after school. Norma says her early family vacations
from Port Moody were tent camping and that’s what got her
into the outdoors. Jack’s first job after high school was as a
conservation officer in Manitoba enforcing fish and game laws.
While doing this he met a graduate student from UBC studying
biology who convinced him that he should go out to UBC and
get a biology degree. And so he did —and there he met Norma
who was studying home economics. They were both mem-
bers of the Varsity Outdoor Club. After his B.A. in zoology Jack
started a master’s degree but the Manitoba Dept. of Wildlife
needed someone to work on muskrat enhancement (trapped
for their fur) in northern Manitoba so off they went to The Pas
— land of minus 40 C winters; quite a change for a girl from the
coast. After 5 years in The Pas, they went on to ten years in
Winnipeg, almost two years at Peace Garden, Manitoba and
then finally Saskatoon SK. In that time Jack studied the declin-
ing caribou herds of norther Manitoba, worked on big game
enhancement and finally, habitat conservation. Norma was
teaching high school math in the meantime. Their time in Win-
nipeg gave them the chance to become real conservationists.
While Jack was in the pub having a beer with the guys they
learned about someone buying up tracts of woodland in
southern Manitoba and then plowing down the trees and con-
verting it to cattle pasture. This did not sit well with Jack and
his buddies so they resolved to do something about it — they
bought up parcels of land but rather than buying one big par-
cel they bought it in scattered pieces throughout the potential
pasture land. This prevented the cattle developers from buy-
ing big tracts and so the developers moved on. Jack and Nor-
ma still own their 160 acres sitting only a few miles from the
US border in the Turtle Mtns. They have since placed a con-
servation covenant on the property ensuring that it can never
be developed — a real example of putting your money where
your mouth is!

While in Saskatoon Norma become somewhat of a local celeb-
rity with her own TV show — she took a job with Sears demon-
strating microwave cooking. This led into a TV show demon-
strating microwave cooking. If you want to know how to cook
an entire roast beef dinner with all the fixings in one and a half
hours, talk to Norma!

Upon retirement in Saskatoon, they sold their house, put all
their goods in storage and headed off with their truck and
trailer for a year on the road deciding where they wanted to
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spend their retirement. They agreed they wanted to leave the
prairies and get back to the mountains — Norma was familiar
with the Okanagan from family camping days and so while
driving through Kaleden with a real estate agent they saw a
house with a private “for sale” sign. They have lived in that
house ever since —almost 30 years! One of the things they love
about the Okanagan is the juxtaposition of mountains and
lakes with a great view of both from their back deck. Much of
the retirement time has been spent travelling — many years
with an RV to southern climes in the winter but also with
Friendship Force to many different parts of the world. In addi-
tion to travelling, much of their retirement time has been
spent volunteering with the Soupateria.

Norma started attending SONC meetings in the 1990’s — she
remembers sitting with Dick Cannings’ parents at many
meetings. They have long been supporters of SONC, Ducks
Unlimited and other conservation groups. One of Jack’s retire-
ment hobbies has been carving ducks and then donating them
to such groups to help with fund raising. When we asked what
they thought SONC should be doing they both said without
hesitation “helping other groups such as The Nature Trust with
habitat conservation” —that is buying up land to save for the
future.

Jack and Norma relaxing after a hard day of being outdoors

in Saskatchewan on one of their many RV trips.



Book Reviews

For the Birds, Nature Notes from a Woodland Studio 1999
Wild and Woolly, Tails from a Woodland Studio, 2000
Both by Linda Johns (available at Penticton Library)

I love books that turn my head around. I've often struggled
with the word ‘anthropomorphism,’ but recent reads from
Linda Johns, artist, writer, and wildlife rehabilitator, have done
just that!

Until recently, when describing animal or bird behaviour, the
majority of wildlife observers have expressed anxiety that their
comments might border on, or inappropriately reference, hu-
man attributes. This demand for ‘scientific rigor’ has presented
a struggle for even renowned naturalist Bernd Heinrich who
makes strained comments before suggesting that certain be-
haviour ‘might’ mirror human.

In the Linda Johns household, anthropomorphism is blithely
ignored, revealing bird and animal foibles in unequivocal hu-
man terms, with well-told tales and warm appreciative hu-
mour. Inside the live-in aviary and animal recovery clinic, each
resident adjusts to unusual situations in their own way...and is
expected to do so.

On publication of For the Birds in 1999, Linda had lived twenty-
five years of intimate wildlife observation in and around her
Nova Scotia woodland studio. There she breezily welcomed
the menagerie that, as she remarks, gradually transformed her
home life...”from dignified tolerance...to endearing compan-
ionship....”

Every biological entity is accepted entirely on it’s own merits as
each new resident settles into suitable accommodation, be it a
shelf, perch or garden hide-out in her cluttered house / studio,
nursery, or ‘hospice,” as needed.

Except concessions for flight patterns, food preferences, body
size and specific life sustaining needs, Linda makes very little
distinction between human and non-human entities...to the
chagrin of visitors and the delight of her readers.

The ‘flock’ at one time included Basho, a small, gentle Japa-
nese quail rescued from a research facility, a spirited and often
just plain evil grackle called Chip, two wounded but territorial
roosters Bubble and Squeak who had no patience with a male
human in the house. All residents, complete with complex per-
sonalities, challenge Linda and each other, develop friendships,
exhibit novel territorial strategies, pine for a mate, or behave
badly in frustration.

In the second book Linda brings survivor stories up to date and
presents new residents accompanied by all their vivid individu-
al temperaments. From Winged and Woolly, Linda’s compas-
sion is on generous display. In cleaning a goat shed of used
straw bedding, Linda discovers she has tipped out three baby
mice, “Eyes still unopened, bodies barely furred.” Anticipating
more young nesting in the straw, she assisted the “distraught”
mom who joined her in the search. “In fact, at one point, she
(the mouse mom) paused and sat up, one front paw touching
my knee as | knelt, her eyes fixed compellingly on my face.”

Linda Johns never hesitates to identify ‘behaviour’ as anything
but what it looks like...distraught, hopeful, angry, sad, grieving,
seductive, joyful, ecstatic, needful, fearful, loving, lonely,
trustful or embarrassed.

In Linda’s world all entities, human or otherwise, have
the right to be exactly who they are or present themselves to
be. Perfect.

Dianne Bersea

Your editor made the decision not to go south this
winter— proving we all make mistakes! The photo
above is a reminder that somewhere in southern
Arizona the sun is shining, the temperature is well
above freezing and the cactus are growing just fine,
thank you. In this case Organ Pipe cactus and Sa-
guaro with a few Ocotillo bushes thrown in. Photo
taken in Organ Pipe National Monument by Bob
Handfield. This park is the northernmost limit for
Organ Pipe cactus.
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Penticton Christmas Bird Count

15 December 2019
45 pbserers in 18 to 24 parties. -2 to 0°C, ponds and ocxbows mostly open; snow depth 04", wind south 0-10 kph, sun
and cloud.

Snow Goose 2 Hairy Woodpecker a
Canada Goose 2287 Red-shafted Flicker 481
Trumpeter Swan g Pileated \Woodpecker T
Wood Duck 18 Morthemn Shrike 4
Gadwall 12 Steller's Jay 142
American Wigeon 138 Clark's Mutcracker 47
Mallard 1578 Black-billed Magpie 310
Green-winged Teal 2 American Crow as
Redhead 78 Common Raven 124
Ring-necked Duck a5 Black-capped Chickadese 187
Greater Scaup 111 Mountain Chickades 35
Lesser Scaup 13 Red-breasted Muthatch 36
Buffliehead 115 White-breasted Nuthatch 3
Common Goldeneye Fi Pygmy Muthatch 233
Bamow's Goldeneyes a Brown Creeper 4
Hooded Merganser ) Canyon Wiren i}
Common Merganser 48 Bewick's Wren 5
Chukar 2 Pacific Wren 1
Ring-necked Pheasant a Amernican Dipper 2
Ruffed Grouse 1 Golden-crowmed Kinglet T
California Quail 2374 Ruby-crowned Kinglet T
Pacific Loon 1 Western Bluebird 268
Common Loon 11 Mountain Bluebird 2
Pied-billed Grebe 4 Townsend's Solitaire 19
Homed Grebe i American Robin 460
Red-necked Grebe 11 Eurcpean Starling 6304
Westem Grebe 3 Bohemian Waswing 106
Great Blue Heron g Cedar Wasowing 1056
Bald Eagle 41 ellow-rumped Warbler kil
Mortherm Hamier 1 Spotted Towhee 14
Sharp-shinned Hawk 16 Amercan Tree Sparmow 13
Cooper's Hawk 22 Song Sparmow 73
Morthem Goshawk 1 White-throated Sparmow 1
Red-tailed Hawk 6T White-crowned Sparmow 48
Rough-legged Hawk 2 Dark-eyed Junco a7
Golden Eagle 4 Red-winged Blackbird 153
American Kestrel 35 Brewer's Blackbird 2
Merlin 15 Cassin's Finch s
Virginia Rail 1 House Finch 1402
American Coot 538 Fed Crosshill 18
Ring-billed Gull 103 Pine Siskin 1
Califomnia Gull 268 American Goldfinch 235
Hesring Gull 168 Ewening Grosbeak 44
Thayer's Gull g House Spamow 534
Glaucous Gull 1

Glaucous-winged Gull et ] TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 21813
G-wi. ¥ Western Gull i} TOTAL SPECIES oh
gull, sp. ag

Rock Pigeon 439

Eurasian Collared-Dove 142

Mouming Dove 35

W. Screach-Crhdl 1

Great Homed Ol a

M. Pygmy-Crd 3

M. Saw-whet Chwl 1

Belted Kingfisher 4

Downy Woodpecher 13
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Vaseux Lake Christmas Bird Count: 21 December 2019

17 cbeervers in 9 to 12 parties; 52.25 party-hours. Wind calm, 3 to 5°C, cloudy, wind varable,
0-15 kph, light rain in afterncon; 0 to 57 of snow on ground; Vaseux Lake open.

Canada Goose
Trumpeter Swan
Tundra Swamn

Wood Duck

Gadwall

American Wigeon
Mallard
Green-winged Teal
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-mecked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Buffiehead

Common Goldeneye
Bammow's Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Chukar

California Quail
Ring-mecked Pheasant
Pacific Loon
Commaon Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Homed Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Great Blue Heron
Golden Eagle
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk

Bald Eagle
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
‘irgimia Rail
American Coot
Herming Gull

Rock Pigeon
Eurasian Collared-Dove
Mouming Dove
Great Homed Cwl
Maorthem Pygrmy-Chwi
Belted Kingfisher
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Maorthemn (FL-s.) Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
American Hestrel
Merlin

Peregrine Falcon
Maorthemn Shrike
Canada Jay

281

498

1

Li]

8
208
656
19
T

b
&

ANONE B8

o otn

131

e =i B =i O -

Steller's Jay as
Black-billed Magpie 88
Clark's Mutcracker ]
Amerncan Crow il
Commaon Raven 32
Black-capped Chickadee 140
Mountain Chickadee 4
Red-breasted Muthatch 28
White-breasted Muthatch -]
Pygmy Muthatch 103
Brown Creeper 2
Canyon Wren g
Pacific Wren 2
Marsh Wren 5
Bewick's Wren 10
American Dipper a
Golden-crowned Kinglet @
Western Bluebird k23 |
Townsend's Solitaire 5
American Robin 18
European Staring 1281
Am. Tree Sparmow 3
Dark-eyed (Dre) Junco 343
White-crowned Spamow a9
Golden-crowned Spamow 1
Song Sparmow 188
Spotted Towhee 3
Red-winged Blackbird a7
House Finch vy
American Goldfinch ]
Ewening Grosbeak 1
House Spamow 324
Total individuals T422
Total Species a3
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www.southokanagannature.com

If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so. Our site has all the latest information on
monthly meetings, etc. Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the
photography section. She is always looking for new photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley na-
ture photos and let other Club members have a look at your work.

Despite appearances the Western Grebe is not about to bite

the Redhead in the butt. The photo does however show
how well adapted a grebe is for catching fish. Photo taken
at Okanagan Lake by Jodi Forster.

Membership Application / Renewal Form

Mail form to SONC, 193 Westview Drive, Penticton BC V2A 7W1

Individual.................. $32 per year Family .o.ccovvvevveennee. $43 per year
Date:...ccceeeeeee e
Name(s): Phone:

Mailing Address:

Email address:

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email?

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining after February 1st please contact the membership secretary first.
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