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Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo
ng its conserva
on. 

Membership:  Individual: $32; Family: $43 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee$ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen
cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee$ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Please contact any Execu
ve or director if you wish to add an item to 
the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (hours may change in summer & winter).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to 
easy strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info con-

tact Wendy Stewart or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no
fy of the trip leader if you intend to par
cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi
ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou
ngs. 

SONC is a  society under the BC Socie
es Act and a federated club of BC Nature 

Execu$ve Officers: 

President: Alex Bodden a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Wendy Stewart  250 487 1442  wendyastew-
art@shaw.ca 

Treasurer: Colleen Simmons  colleensimmons@live.ca 

Secretary:  Val Fenn ; vfenn@shaw.ca 

Membership secretary: Tim Gray   
mgray9@hotmail.com 

Directors at large: 

Bob Handfield  bobnmaggie@shaw.ca 

Edward Steltman   edsteltman@gmail.com 

 

 

Newsle0er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica
on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa$ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva
on CommiHee: 

              To be determined 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Wendy Stewart  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

              Alex Bodden    a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; bobnmaggie@shaw.ca 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee
ng programs:  Bob Handfield and Doreen Olson  three-

gates@telus.net 

Publicity:  Tim Gray   
mgray9@hotmail.com 

Refreshments:   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi (temporarily) 

Thursday Birding: Wendy Stewart, Alex Bodden and Jim Shaver 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 

193 Westview Drive 

Pen
cton BC  V2A 7W1 

www.southokanagannature.com 
 

Cover photo:  Sandhill cranes (Grus canadensis) is one of the largest birds found in North America.  It’s loud bugling call 

while flying in forma
on is very dis
nc
ve and is a sure sign that spring is here.  Numerous large flocks pass over the Okana-

gan on their way north, typically in April.  They like to feed in grain fields  so not as many stop here as do in Washington 

State but the White Lake Basin is oKen a good place to see some overnigh
ng on their migratory journeys. 
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few millennia, humans have caused the ex
nc
on of 83 per-

cent of all wild mammals and half of all plants. 

There is, however, more than enough going on to offer encour-

agement to us all that things can get beHer. The development of 

a huge European green belt along what used to be one of the 

most notorious structures in human history, the Berlin wall, and 

other parts of the “Iron Curtain” has resulted in the return of 

many species, such as wolves. Closer to home, The Cassin’s Finch 

has been down listed from Near Threatened to Least Concern. In 

our own backyard the reclama
on work on Pen
cton creek has 

already shown posi
ve impact on the Kokanee spawning ac
vi-


es and the upcoming re-watering of a part of the PIB land by 

the Okanagan river channel is hoped to aid in the return of wild 

chinook salmon. Recently, a couple of our members helped in-

stall bird houses on the local golf course; another example of our 

con
nued hope for the future.  

Future club ac
vi
es will be a great unknown un
l the current 

medical crisis abates. We had a very successful and enjoyable 

member’s night, if the feedback that I have received is any indi-

ca
on. Thank you to all who contributed. Your board will be con-


nuing to meet electronically to keep the wheels turning. We all 

need to work to not let any club momentum built up over the 

last few months evaporate. I encourage you to maintain contact 

with each other and con
nue to get out and enjoy all of the 

health benefits associated with engaging in nature. We will have 

lots to talk about when we get back together.  

As a homework assignment I ask you to take a look at and start 

contribu
ng to i-Naturalists. B.C. Parks has a special i-nat project 

within all parks that we can par
cipate in. All you need is a cam-

era, even one in a cell phone works fine. We can even set it up 

to follow each other’s ac
vi
es as a club. Check it out at hHps://

bcparksfounda
on.ca/projects/wildlife-forever/bc-parks-

inaturalist-project/ 

Stay calm and Nature on! 

Alex Bodden 

 

Coming Events 

April 23rd mee$ng.  Andrew Farquhar  has worked in Canada’s 

arc
c where he honed his photography skills.  His photos have 

appeared in many magazines including Canadian Geographic, 

Canadian Wildlife and Popular Photography.  He has won nu-

merous awards  including the Canadian Geographic  Grand Prize.  

He will talk about the Northwest Passage. 

May 28—May 31 BC Nature AGM hosted by the Vermillion 

Forks  Naturalists’ Club.  See the winter issue of your BC Nature 

magazine or checkout www.bcnature.ca 

Editor’s note:  It is almost a certainty that these mee$ngs will 

be cancelled. Check the website for up-to-date news. 

President's Message 

Well what a couple of months this has been. The impact 

that a small quasi-living en
ty such as a virus can have is 

incredible and leaves us all very much aware how fragile we 

are as individuals and as a larger world community. This 

crisis will over shadow much of what I have to say in this 

edi
on, but we all should have faith that our health and 

government leaders are doing everything that science dic-

tates needs to be done.  For our club, the immediate im-

pact was the cancella
on of our eagerly an
cipated field 

trip to Soap Lake Washington and any future ac
vity and 

mee
ngs un
l the “all clear” is given.  

As a group of like-minded people interested in the preser-

va
on of natural areas and the associated flora and fauna it 

can be very anxiety and guilt causing to see much of what is 

currently happening in the world.  As a group we have a 

very wide range of individual feelings, opinions and expec-

ta
ons in rela
on to individual, corporate, NGO and gov-

ernment responses to all of the challenges and conflic
ng 

goals that exist. As a club we are very good at respec
ng 

these individual and personal differences. It is our ac
ons 

that probably have the most impact and it was nice to see 

some of our members out there recently trying to educate 

and raise awareness around climate change in a posi
ve 

way.  

 There is a lot happening out there and I myself have to 

admit a degree of confusion, even within the South Okana-

gan Similkameen area, about all of the various private, NGO 

and government conserva
on agencies that exist and spe-

cifically what they do and how they work together. By par-


cipa
ng in some of them and interac
ng with individuals 

as I get out there more as the club president and a volun-

teer, I am slowly becoming more aware. I know many of 

our club members work and volunteer in various organiza-


ons as well and it seems very clear that we are all on the 

same page when it comes to educa
on being the way for-

ward for change. There is a lot of public interest out there 

that I experience from total strangers when I am out birding 

or taking pictures, alone or as part of the club, and I hope 

you each take the 
me to impart even a small amount of 

your passion and knowledge during these moments.   

We do not have to look very far to find depressing storeys 

in the world rela
ng to the con
nuity of species diversity 

and natural areas. The murders of environmental ac
vist 

Homero Gómez González and tour guide Raúl Hernández 

Romero, who both worked at the El Rosario reserve in Mex-

ico, where the monarch buHerflies over winter, moves the 

personal cost of environmental protec
on to a whole new 

level.    

The US administra
on’s move to amend long standing poli-

cy around incidental take of birds, as defined under the 

Migratory Birds Act, now absolves industry of any fault or 

responsibility to safeguard against incidental death of birds. 

It is no surprise that the journal of the Proceedings of the 

Na
onal Academy of Sciences, reported that over the past  
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The Heavens.  

It’s Venus again. The sight it presents in our evening sky is so 

stunning I can’t help waxing eloquent about it, even though 

the planet itself is actually waning.  

Dazzlingly bright, it commands your aHen
on as darkness 

deepens in the late winter evenings, siWng well above the 

mountains in the west as the last glow of sunset fades away, 

only to follow the Sun behind those mountains a couple of 

hours later.  But the peak has passed and Venus  has started 

its decline as it draws in toward the Sun (at least as we see 

it !), each evening appearing a liHle lower in the sky, and fol-

lowing the Sun behind the mountains a liHle more closely.  A 

slow decline at first, a rather subtle change all through April, 

but in May it will really plummet and will be lost from our 

view altogether during the later part of that month. 

It has been, and will be, a great show, and there won’t be 

another like it for eight years.  Why eight?  —  it seems like 

such an arbitrary number.  But it’s not arbitrary: eight years is 

exactly five synodic periods for Venus.  There’s another one 

for the scrabble players .  .  .  the synodic period is the 
me it 

takes for Venus to return to the same posi
on rela�ve to the 

Sun, as determined by the combined mo
ons of Venus and 

the Earth.  

A par
cularly charming aspect of this many-months-long 

show is that once a month the crescent Moon is part of the 

scene. This 
me ‘round that will happen March 27 & 28, and 

again on April 25 & 26. The crescent Moon will appear more 

or less below Venus on those dates. The two of them will not 

be drama
cally close together, but the combina
on definitely 

adds to the whole beau
ful panorama over there in the west-

ern sky. 

Another event worth paying aHen
on to is Venus passing 

through the outer regions of the Pleiades — the famous 

“Seven Sisters” — to be seen on the evenings of April 2, 3, 

and 4.  Venus doesn’t actually pass through that beau
ful 

liHle cluster of stars, considering that those stars are some 

forty million 
mes farther away from us than is the planet, 

but that’s the way it looks to us. Venus is so bright, appearing 

a thousand 
mes brighter than the brightest star in the Pleia-

des, that it’s in danger of oblitera
ng those faint stars, but a 

pair of binoculars will help to bring them out and it should be 

quite a preHy sight. 

In early June Venus will pass between us and the Sun, and the 

approach to that is bringing on its “decline”. In mid-May the 

near-alignment will result in Venus taking on a thin crescent 

shape, much the same as the Moon appears as a thin crescent 

when it is almost lined up with the Sun.  

But Venus appears much smaller to us than the Moon and 

you need a telescope to see its shape, although a small tele-

scope (like a spoWng ‘scope) will do.   

One might expect the brightness of Venus to fade as it slims 

to a crescent, but countering that is the fact that it’s geWng 

closer to us at the  same 
me. During its disappearing act, 

Venus  remains brilliant un
l the end. 

The other bright planets - Mars, Jupiter, Saturn - are huddled 

together low in the south-east sky as it starts to get light early 

in the morning.  Jupiter is the most obvious of those, no
cea-

bly  brighter than any true star, and you may happen to see it if 

you have a good low horizon in that  direc
on.  Saturn, a bit 

less bright, is to the leK of Jupiter, and Mars, fainter s
ll, will 

be skiHling  by them, right to leK, during the last two weeks of 

March, heading farther away to the leK as the season goes on. 

Chris Purton  

Photo of Venus in the outer regions of the Pleiades,  

taken April 2, 2012 (eight years ago).  Credit: Jerry Lodriguss. 

Jodi Forster  was just snapping this photo of a swan when 

she (it) was photo-bombed by a passing coot. 



 

 Mar. 2020 Honker page  5 

                Walking the walk for a posi$ve future.     

I’m bundled up in my cold weather gear with a bright checked 

scarf, small knit gloves inside wool miHs, and my warmest 

socks tucked in fuzzy boots.  

With at least half-a-dozen equally bundled companions, I’m 

enac
ng the Pen
cton version of Greta Thunberg’s weekly 

Friday Climate Strike. In our case we are walking back and 

forth in front of Pen
cton’s City Hall. Most of us have signs 

that express our concern about the climate crisis. One person 

is carrying a beach ball sized globe and tells me she is embrac-

ing Mother Earth.   

Jim BeaHy, co-founder and current president of the climate 

educa
on group First Things First Okanagan, hoists a sign 

heavy enough to qualify as serious exercise, with a demand for 

‘Climate Ac
on’, and a fire red ‘NOW!’ card inserted on top. 

As for me, my sign had offered a rather non-commiHal “Be the 

Change.” I no
ced people passed me by, or asked, “What can 

we DO?”  

Good ques
on! In addi
on to the ideas that regularly pop up 

on social media, in climate conversa
ons and the news, I start-

ed looking through photos of other Climate Strike events. 

When I spoHed a sign that itemized simple, immediate, prac
-

cal things that anyone can do, I said “Bingo!” Using three sides 

of a cardboard box with a pole to hold onto, I brush leHered 

my new message in red.  

“Rethink your choices. Refuse single use. Reduce consump
on. 

Reuse everything. Refurbish old stuff. Repair before you re-

place. Repurpose inven
vely. Recycle as a last resort.”  

“Reinvent old ideas,” is a good one too.  

Older folks like me actually remember lots of ideas that might 

be reinvented or reconsidered. I even remember screened 

boxes and oak, metal lined iceboxes that predated the intro-

duc
on of refrigerators. For those too young to remember, 

once upon a 
me we had ‘ice men’ who delivered huge blocks 

of ice, clutched in a metal clamp…balanced on their stooped 

leather clad backs! 

Thankfully my new sign is geWng aHen
on, and people even 

ask if they can photograph it! “I’m a teacher,” someone said, 

“This will be great for the classroom!” 

Thankfully, our persistence and message is having an impact. 

Thanks to people like Jim and First Things First Okanagan, the 

Climate Strike, all the people who have repeatedly contacted 

City poli
cians and staffers, and the City poli
cians and staffers 

who know something must be done…all have had posi
ve re-

sults. The City of Pen
cton recently reinstated their Sustaina-

bility CommiHee and First Things First Okanagan is planning 

another of their amazing events, a Smart Energy Expo, April 25 

- 26…at Pen
cton Lakeside Resort. 

Above all, let’s not forget all the work that SONC and similar 

organiza
ons do to get posi
ve, life and nature preserving 

messages out in the world. 

Dianne Bersea 

This sign was liKed from the internet. 

Climate Strikers at Pen
cton City Hall, photo courtesy of Jim 

BeaWe  



 

 

Narra$ves of a Naturalist 

Jim and Anne Ginns 

Anne and Jim both grew up in Connec
cut and met at the Uni-

versity of Connec
cut. Anne majored in hor
culture and Jim in 

forestry and plant pathology. AKer gradua
on Anne worked in 

the instruc
on department of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden in 

New York City. 

At West Virginia University Jim studied forest tree diseases 

and was in 1962 awarded a MS degree. Further studies in the 

biology and taxonomy of fungi led to PhD degrees from Syra-

cuse University and the New York State University’s College of 

Forestry. 

In May 1967 we moved to Victoria, B.C. where Jim had been 

recruited by the Canadian Forestry Service to manage forest 

disease surveys in Bri
sh Columbia and the Yukon Territory. 

Now we had 
me to devote to nature, living as we did in a 

small cabin in the Highlands coastal forest of Douglas-fir, Arbu-

tus and Red Cedar not far from 
dal habitats. Jim spent a lot of 


me in the field learning tree disease problems from district 

Rangers. Anne worked as a lab technician on nematode stud-

ies. To experience the situa
on of migrant workers, she and a 

neighbor spent one summer picking strawberries and logan-

berries on local farms.  

In July 1969 we had just bought 56 forested acres in the High-

lands and were thinking of building when Jim accepted a posi-


on as Research Scien
st in Agriculture Canada’s Plant Re-

search Ins
tute in OHawa, upon the re
rement of renowned 

mycologist, Dr. Mildred Nobles. In 2012 Environment Canada 

designated our Highland acreage as ecologically sensi
ve and 

we obtained a covenant on the property which is overseen by 

Habitat Acquisi
on Trust, H.A.T. 

In OHawa Jim’s specialized research was on wood roWng fungi 

and it resulted in many research papers and several books. 

From 1975-1982 he was Curator of the Canadian Collec
on of 

Fungus Cultures and from 1987-1997 was Curator of the Na-


onal Mycological Herbarium. He was ac
ve in several socie-


es, especially the Mycological Society of America, serving as 

President in 1996-1997 and as Managing Editor of the MSA’s 

journal Mycologia from 2000 through 2004. 

We bought the Burke and Blanchfield farms (230 acres) in 

Cantley, QC, 9 miles as the crow flies from Parliament Hill, 

where Anne raised bees and grew vegetables and raspberries. 

In her spare 
me she worked as gardener and garden writer 

and designed theme gardens for the new Museum of  Civiliza-


on in Hull, QC. In 2018 the Blanchfield farm was designated 

an ecologically sensi
ve site by Environment Canada. The des-

igna
on prevents subdivision among other restric
ons. We 

made an Ecological GiK of the land to the Municipality of Cant-

ley. Our bird list for the farm is 121 species. 

AKer nearly 30 years with Agriculture Canada Jim re
red in 

1997 and we moved to Pen
cton where Jim became a re-

search associate at the then Pacific Agriculture Research Cen-

tre in Summerland.  He assists mycologists from BC, the rest of 

Canada and the world. He con
nues to iden
fy specimens  
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Anne and Jim on their rural Pen
cton property overlooking  

Okanagan Lake. 

from his collec
ons. And is ac
ve in a couple of mushroom 

study clubs in the Pacific Northwest. In 2018 he published in 

coopera
on with BC’s Ministry of Forests, Lands, etc. Pol-

ypores of Bri$sh Columbia, a technical manual to facilitate 

the iden
fica
on of about 200 species of wood-decaying fun-

gi.  

We joined SONC soon aKer arriving in Pen
cton. Jim served 

on the Execu
ve for several years and for 8 years led the 

Thursday Birding excursions. He has devoted 
me to the 

South Okanagan-Similkameen Na
onal Park CommiHee. He’s 

an ac
ve birdwatcher and has been on the Board of Directors 

for the Bri
sh Columbia Field Ornithologists, including 2 years 

as President. He and Anne do bird counts and FeederWatch. 

Anne is a 23 year member, and former president of the 

Pen
cton & District Garden Club where she published the 

newsleHer for 10 years. For 21 years we have led tours during 

Meadowlark Fes
val.  We are volunteers for Friends of the 

Summerland Ornamental Gardens where Anne was on the 

Board for 6 years. With help, she now looks aKer their BuHer-

fly and Pollinator gardens. She maintains a vegetable garden, 

cans, freezes and makes preserves. 

We get up every morning amazed at our beau
ful view of 

mountains, lake, trees and sky. 

It is good to see new members with new ideas in SONC. We 

need to support young people with climate change issues and 

ac
vist groups who want to stop exploita
on of B.C.’s natural 

resources.  
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We need lawyers and law. 

I suspect most people think democracy is being able to vote, or 

being “free” to engage in extreme behaviour without consider-

ing its consequences,  or being able to dispense everything 

from uninformed blather to outright false claims on social me-

dia.  I don’t consider it any of those. 

Democracy is established (or not) by the laws a country or 

state/province has, the set of regulatory processes that define 

and implement those laws, and the right of ci
zens to engage in 

those processes for one specific purpose; to defend themselves 

and the publics collec
ve interests against overreach and domi-

na
on by power hungry poli
cians pushing their personal ideol-

ogy / agenda. That includes defense against unjus
fied and 

unwarranted ac
ons by the massive civil service network that 

protects those poli
cians and the people – corpora
ons and 

special interests – that support them. 

Of course the “right” to vote can be, and in some cases is, ena-

bled by law! But what do you end up with when you have to 

choose amongst 47 (or more) promises splaHered across the 

spectrum of social, economic, and environmental issues? What 

if you could address each issue of interest to you on its own? 

That would be effec
ve, meaningful democracy! 

This is par
cularly relevant to natural resource conserva
on 

and management. 

In the U.S., the day-to-day natural resource regulatory system 

has been, un
l the Trump administra
on began aHacking it, 

rela
vely separate from the poli
cal system. Major land man-

agement agencies, like the Forest Service, report to appointed 

Secretaries and Chiefs. Laws, like the Endangered Species Act, 

the Na
onal Forest Management Act and the Na
onal Environ-

mental Policy Act (NEPA), along with regula
ons, have un
l 

recently at least provided some opportunity for ci
zens to con-

strain the ac
ons of an agency. NEPA mandates that environ-

mental informa
on be available to the public via scoping, in 

some cases must include environmental impact assessment, 

and a mandatory public comment process be adhered to. 

Compliance with the law can be highly variable given that agen-

cies are stocked by typical civil servants, some of whom chafe 

at the idea they should be controlled by public accountability. 

How dare ci
zens ask ques
ons of them? 

In Canada that role of “chief” is filled by an elected poli
cian 

who becomes the responsible, hands-on Minister. The heavy 

hand of the poli
cal party in power is wielded directly upon civil 

service ac
ons by the Minister. Together they can shut the door 

on ci
zens by deliberately excluding wriHen and enforceable 

standards for performance or for protec
on or simply not pass-

ing laws and regula
ons protec
ng, for example, watersheds, 

wildlife habitat or old growth forest. This is the highly problem-

a
c history of Bri
sh Columbia forest, wildlife and land (mis)

management. 

In Canada and the U.S. governments have evolved largely to 

facilitate economic growth and consump
on by the private 

sector; this rests heavily on transfer of wealth from public lands  

and resources to corpora
ons. It has been that way for over a 

century. 

Contemporary thinking and realiza
on focusing on all-around 

benefits to the people and the environment arising from the 

value of public land, water, clean air, stable climate, and bio-

diversity has faced s
ff resistance; it does not sit well with the 

federal-provincial-municipal government corporate alliance. A 

hundred years of brain washing does not disappear in only 

decades! 

The recent decline of America is to a large degree based on an 

aHack on the laws and regula
ons that have un
l now provid-

ed some checks and balances on the ability of government 

and corpora
ons to overpower ci
zens and strip them of their 

resources. Foremost amongst these abuses is the removal of 

the aforemen
oned rights of ci
zens to be informed, consult-

ed and heard. 

But Canada and Bri
sh Columbia represent a sadder state of 

affairs. Ci
zens have never had “standing” in our legal system 

because we have no laws gran
ng us that fundamental right 

to challenge government excess. It may seem impossible in 

today’s world, but here we are, struggling because we have 

never had the protec
on American ci
zens, and public lands, 

have had. Our resources have been up for grabs by corpora-


ons and private interests who deal directly with government 

and the civil service; ci
zens have been shut out, not just re-

cently, but historically. 

U.S. ci
zens challenge the Forest Service in court about 50 


mes annually regarding inadequate and unlawful land man-

agement ac
ons (logging, road building, salvage, grazing) on 

public landscapes. That is apparently about three per cent of 

the decisions the forest service annually makes. The courts 

side with the plain
ff about 35% of the 
me (average 17 an-

nually), either stopping the proposed ac
on, sending it back 

for in depth assessment or allowing the par
es to seHle their 

differences. These are surprisingly low numbers but these 

legal victories are oKen strategic and, importantly, the ac
ons 

help keep land management agencies honest. 

In B.C., for example, that could have meant no logging per-

miHed in cri
cal range of endangered caribou or no road 

building in the range of a threatened grizzly bear popula
on. 

Unfortunately, this legal avenue of checks and balances on 

government do not exist here; there has never been a single 

logging plan in B.C. exposed to impact assessment, let alone 

having the B.C. Forest service jus
fy it in court. 

Without laws protec
ng public landscapes, biodiversity and 

watersheds, there is no room for public interest lawyers. Gov-

ernment likes that, and the 
mber industry loves it, but don’t 

be fooled; the cost to ci
zens, our democra
c process, and 

our environment are immense. 

Brian Horejsi 

This ar
cle was first wriHen as an Op-ed piece for the East 

Kootenay News , March 7, 2020 
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Soap Lake Field Trip .Since we are unable to take our trip 

this year here’s a look back at the Club’s trip in  April 2011. 

Much of the area between Soap Lake and Othello, Wash-

ington is within the Columbia Na
onal Wildlife Refuge so in 

addi
on to seeing many of the 35,000 cranes that use the 

Refuge on their way north each spring there are thousands 

of ducks of many species as well as interes
ng upland 

birds.  The area  has an interes
ng geological history so our 

trip covered many different aspects of natural history in 

addi
on to birds.  Photos courtesy of several SONC mem-

bers. 
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SONC Member’s night 2020 

If you missed member’s night, you missed out on a lot of fun 

and learning.  Forty-four of us started the evening out enjoying 

a great selec
on of pizza . We also had a selec
on of four “bird 

friendly” coffees obtained from Birds and Beans. We were again 

reminded of the Smithsonian’s “bird friendly” designa
on pro-

cess by Bob. A selec
on of desserts supplied by some of fellow 

club members finished the dinner. Thank you to those who sup-

plied coffee makers, ground the beans and made the desserts.   

Jim Shaver brought along some of his stuffed birds and spoke 

briefly on each of them. One of our members has already re-

ported back about his recogni
on of the Saw Whet owl call, as 

described by Jim, while on an evening birding trip. I know that 

Jim has had a Barred owl stuffed that was found dead by the 

road during a recent Thursday field trip to Oliver that I look for-

ward to seeing at our next mee
ng.  

Merle Kindred made a presenta
on on her most recent trip to 

Guyana and introduced us to some of the extremely colourful 

birds that live there. Guyana is one of the top bird diversity are-

as and e-bird shows 754 species. A highlight of Merle’s presen-

ta
on was her report that the binoculars donated by our mem-

bers last year were being eagerly used by new young birders.   

Jeff Carrol is a new member to our club and has become a regu-

lar of our Thursday birding group. He loves photography and 

made two photo-video presenta
ons sharing his unique per-

spec
ve of natural textures produced by wind and sand. It re-

minded us all to look closer at things while we are out and 

about to see the beauty that can be found almost anywhere.  

As most of you know, our club is working with The Friends of 

the Pen
cton Oxbows to get a baseline of bird species that use  

these last remaining reminders of what used to be the wind-

ing Okanagan river. Rick McKelvey has been leading this pro-

ject and made a report on the numbers and trends over the 

few years that this project has been taking place. The natural 

cycles are already evident in these counts with the spring 

and fall migra
ons numbers showing how well used and im-

portant these areas are to the birds. These surveys will be 

con
nuing into the future and hopefully they will be an im-

portant part of the ul
mate conserva
on of the oxbows.  

I tried to come up with something that would engage our 

members and hit upon the idea of a pictorial trivia contest. I 

presented a series of slides and ques
ons related to individu-

al species, past SONC presenta
ons, field trips and Honker 

ar
cles to “test” our collec
ve knowledge. Teams of up to 

four players worked together to find the answer, or take 

their most educated guesses, and in the end team Handfield 

rose victorious geWng the incredible score of 45 out of 50. 

This earned them a prize of wine and pizza cer
ficates.  

Thank you to all the members who gave feedback about how 

much they enjoyed the evening and look forward to next 

year. I hope to put together another trivia challenge based 

on this year’s presenta
ons, trips and important ar
cles, so 

make sure you aHend the mee
ngs and read your Honkers.  

Start thinking about a presenta
on you can do for next year 

and make it a personal project to get out there and take 

some pictures. Perhaps a buHerfly or wildflower collec
on or 

a study of your favorite animal. The poten
al of nature is 

endless, so get out and enjoy. 

Alex Bodden 



 

 

www.southokanagannature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.    Our site has all the latest informa
on on 

monthly mee
ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the 

photography sec
on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley na-

ture  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica
on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC,  193 Westview Drive, Pen
cton BC  V2A 7W1 
 

Individual………………$32 per year                       Family …………………$43 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining aKer February 1st  please contact the membership secretary first. 
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Back-yard bird kill. A Cooper’s Hawk nailed this finch near 

our feeder.                                        Photo by Bob Handfield 

I can’t wait to see how many emails I get telling me this is a 

Sharp-shinned hawk, not a Cooper’s.  Oh well! 


