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Cover photo: The Thursday birding group resumed mee,ng in September with strict protocols in place about mask wearing
and distancing. There were only about 10 par,cipants to begin but as word spread more members joined the group. This
photo is from November 19th and was by far the biggest group. Unfortunately that was the same day that new health orders came out which eﬀec,vely puts a hold on future ou,ngs un,l condi,ons change.
Photo by Dianne Bersea
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President’s report
It is sta,ng the obvious to say that COVID has curtailed a lot
of our club ac,vi,es and is keeping us apart. I do hope that
you are all s,ll ﬁnding enjoyment and learning in nature
through whatever means are available to you. I con,nue to
encourage you to share your experiences with each other
through our Facebook group, the Honker and our website.
In the ,me since that last Honker a lot has happened. We
went through two important elec,ons. The US presiden,al
elec,on is not something that we have any control over,
however as our neighbour, especially in terms of environmental issues rela,ng to migratory species, what happens
there has huge impact here. The most recent issue of Livingbird magazine from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology is
dedicated to the discussion of the erosion of the major environmental protec,on legisla,ons under the current administra,on. It uses the Deepwater Horizon well blowout
of 2010 as an example of the billions of dollars in penal,es
assessed that are being used for restora,on that would not
be seen if these changes take place. EVERY administra,on
since 1906 has increased the protected areas in the USA
un,l now. We can only hope to see things get back to
where they were.
In our own provincial elec,on, the environment was over
shadowed by the epidemic response and economic recovery. This is probably a natural response to such a huge
threat and we will need to watch and encourage our leaders to remember the environment and the impact of climate change now that money is ,ght. The Federal government recently announced its updated climate change strategies; however, it does not have the best track record, under any party, of mee,ng goals. They are juggling a lot of
big eggs and it is a worry that nature may get lost in the
recovery.
There does seem to be a growing eﬀort to educate and
work together to ﬁnd solu,ons and I see more and more TV
shows, movies and other media formats dedica,ng ,me to
the issues of climate change and the environment. As an
example, go to YouTube and watch the short video
#Film4Climate 1st Prize Short Film Winner. It seems the
challenge is taking the personal steps to get where we need
to be. It is going to be hard and hurt a bit.
Your board of directors has been working diligently to take
care of the required business. We did hold a ZOOM AGM
and enough members par,cipated to have a quorum. To
put the results succinctly, we are in good ﬁnancial shape
and all of the past board members are con,nuing. I am
especially happy with how the membership has rallied to
get their membership paid so all the wheels of our club and
BC Nature can keep turning We have aKracted several new
members, mostly by word of mouth, and we are siQng just
under 100 members. Many clubs are having trouble maintaining interest within the current circumstance and we can
pat ourselves on the back for geQng the word out.

We have managed to do a few things as individuals that I am
aware of. The Vaseux Lake Bird Observatory had a great year,
banding over 2000 birds and we had members involved with
seQng up the site, extrac,ng birds, doing daily census, and data
entry, even with all of the COVID restric,ons. Two highlights for
me were the capture of an immature Rose-Breasted Grosbeak
and a duo of Belted Kingﬁshers that found themselves in the
same net while I was there. Hopefully we as a group can be
even more involved next year.
We did restart our Thursday birding walks and have had very
good turn out and lots of interes,ng observa,ons. A highlight,
and last bird of the day, this past Thursday was a Rough-Legged
Hawk that some of us saw take to ﬂight and hover for an extended ,me as it successfully hunted for a rodent in the grass. If
you want to go for an easy walk with lots of bird ac,on, I recommend the channel from the Nissan dealer South. Many raptors
are aKracted to this area in the winter.
We do, unfortunately have to stop our group ou,ngs as of today un,l the COVID guidelines are relaxed. Please con,nue to
make Thursday morning our club birding and nature day as individuals and we can share our experiences. Now may be a good
,me to learn about and par,cipate in e-bird. Canada is the per
capita leader with 9% of the total contributors and only 0.48%
of the world popula,on. On the last “Big Bird Day” in October
7,110 species were iden,ﬁed worldwide by almost 33,000 par,cipants.
Let’s all work to stay connected!
Alex Bodden

Coming Events
December/January—Christmas Bird Counts
It goes without saying that the CBC’s will be diﬀerent this
year. For one thing there will be no count up events at the
end of the day and masks and social distancing will be necessary during the count.
Pen cton count: December 20th
Vaseux count (includes OK Falls, White Lake area and
Kaleden) : December 27th
Oliver-Osoyoos count: tenta,ve Jan 2nd.
If you are interested in taking part please contact Dick Cannings: dickcannings@shaw.ca
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The Heavens
There will be quite a decent planet show from now through
most of December. Main feature in the evening is Jupiter, very
bright, prominent in the southwest as darkness falls. Saturn sits
a short distance to his le+ and a bit higher, not quite so bright
but s,ll preKy he+y. The two of them are coming closer together and on the evening of December 21, coincidentally the
day of winter sols,ce, will appear very close together indeed — one-ﬁ+h the width of the Moon apart — in what’s
known as a Great Conjunc,on, so called not because the conjunc,on itself is so great but because it involves the two Great
Planets. Personally, I think this one should be called a Great
Great Conjunc,on because it’s the ﬁrst ,me in 400 years that
those two planets will appear so close together.
One diﬃculty in viewing this event is that those two planets are
slowly dropping out of sight, appearing a liKle lower in the sky
each evening. By the ,me of the Great Conjunc,on they will be
quite low in the sky a+er sunset, and you will need a low horizon in the southwest to see them. In the mean,me it’s worth
giving them a quick glance early in the evening whenever
you get a chance, just to see them moving closer together. The
change over the course of a few days should be quite no,ceable, par,cularly in the couple of weeks before conjunc,on.

does Taurus, appearing higher in the sky each evening..
By January it will be a prominent feature of the eastern sky as
soon as darkness falls.
The Pleiades sit directly above the face of the bull, a very preKy
liKle group of stars — everybody’s favourite — arranged in
the shape of a ,ny dipper, and o+en confused with the LiKle
Dipper. In Greek mythology the Pleiades were the Seven Sisters, which is interes,ng as there are only six prominent stars
in that liKle group now, raising ques,ons about what happened
to the seventh. The Pleiades are, like the Hyades, a real cluster
of stars, but some three ,mes farther away so they appear as a
,ghter liKle grouping.
Chris Purton

Mars is another feature of the evening sky, prominent in the
southeast as darkness falls. At the present ,me it is about as
bright as Jupiter, which is not its normal condi,on — it goes
that way every couple of years for a period of a month or so,
when it’s near opposi,on. At other ,mes it is s,ll no,ceable,
like the brightest stars, but nothing like the eye catcher it is
now. Mars will be prominent in the evening sky all through the
winter, shi+ing more to the south, then to the southwest, as
the season progresses.
The early morning sky gives us Venus, absolutely brilliant as our
“morning star”, appearing low in the southeast as the sky
starts to get light. It won’t be around long, though, appearing
lower in the sky each morning and becoming lost to our view
late in December. What we’re seeing here is Venus following
its orbit and moving away from us to the right of the Sun, then
curving around to go behind the Sun where we can’t see it. It
will eventually reappear to the le+ of the Sun as our “evening
star”, about halfway through next year.
As for the stars, the ﬁrst of the winter constella,ons, Taurus the
Bull, will soon be making an appearance, rising in the east early
in the evening. The face of the bull is quite dis,nc,ve,
the bright orange star Aldebaran marking one eye, siQng at
the end of a V-shaped arrangement of stars known as the Hyades . . referred to in Tennyson’s poem “Ulysses” as a harbinger
of rain.
The Hyades are a real cluster of stars out in space, bound to
each other by their gravity. It is rela,vely close to us so it appears spread out. At the present ,me it’s not really visible right
a+er sunset, but will have extracted itself from behind the
mountains an hour or two later. As the season progresses so
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Taurus, the Bull, as seen when it’s rising in the east. It is
marked by the Hyades below, and the Pleiades above. Bright
star boKom-le+ is Aldebaran. Credit: Jamie Carter.

Unique gi+s for naturalists
A friend’s Facebook photo recently caught my eye. Spread out
on a table I saw a large collec,on of what appeared to be
diﬀerent coloured bird eggs, a small wooden bird house, a
collec,on of curiously marked dice, and a fan of face cards
represen,ng a wonderful array of birds.
It’s a board game called Wingspan. Described by it’s creator as
“a compe,,ve, card-driven, board game for bird enthusiasts—
researchers, bird watchers, ornithologists, —seeking to discover and aKract the best birds to your network of wildlife preserves.”

En'owkin Centre, ECOmmunity…to donate & assist the long-term
protec,on of ECOmmunity Place Locatee Lands contact: ecommunityplace@vip.net
There are many terriﬁc local gi+ ideas out there! Happy Nature
Christmas!
Dianne Bersea

I’d love this game! (Hint, hint). More info and to order:
stonemaiergames.com/games/wingspan/
It’s certainly an ideal ,me to use your gi+ dollars to learn, support and explore nature’s oﬀerings. Bonus…the gi+s ideas
below count two ways…as an original gi+ to a friend, family
member, professional associate, and as a valuable contribu,on to local nature and conserva,on-oriented enterprises.
Here are some of the ones that came to mind:
* Products and services:
Reusable produce bags
Naramata Seeds, naramataseedco.com
Books and Field Guides, Dick Canning’s recently revised Birds
of Bri,sh Columbia and the Paciﬁc Northwest

Wingspan

Photo by Dianne Bersea

Gi+ Cer,ﬁcate for clover based lawn restora,on or xeri-scape
installa,on
Gi+ Cer,ﬁcate for a pollinator garden
Gi+ Cer,ﬁcate for a wetland restora,on
Gi+ Cer,ﬁcate to LocalMo,ve, Apple plaza, where reduced
plas,c packaging, local garden produce, bulk household cleaning products and home made pickles are healthful oﬀerings.
* A pledge for the Save Sickle Point wetland preserva on
campaign :
kaledencommunity.com/sicklepoint
* A membership or dona on to:
Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship Society,
The Osoyoos Desert Centre: desert.org
The Grist Mill, oldgristmill.ca/
The Burrowing Owl Conserva,on Society of BC: burrowingowlbc.org/
SORCO, South Okanagan Raptor Rehabilita,on Society: sorco.org/
BC Naturalist Founda,on, bcnature.ca/bc-naturalistsfounda,on/
Friends of Summerland Ornamental Gardens, summerlandgardens.org/
BC Parks Founda,on, bcparksfounda,on.ca/
American Dipper

Photo by Jodi Forster
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Narra ves of a (Sort-of) Naturalist
Chris and Sandra Purton
Chris (the narrator) spent his younger years in the Toronto area
and watched the transforma,on of the farms there into a four
lane super highway whose intersec,on with 401 became a mul,
-clover-leaf interchange the size of a small village and
the transforma,on of the wilderness area of Sixteen Mile Creek,
where my family enjoyed weekend picnic excursions, into the
strip malls of Mississauga. That experience made me acutely
aware of what could happen in other places I’ve lived.
So when we moved to the Okanagan it was obvious to me what
was happening here, and I got involved as a `concerned member of the public’, quickly learning that as growth was inevitable
it was best to concentrate on how to steer it in a sensible direc,on. That led directly to my involvement with the Na,onal Park
proposal as a member of the SOSNPN. At that point Sandra, an
OKawa gal, reminded me that her father had been Chief Engineer for Parks Canada, and his love of the wild spaces of Canada
had been passed along to her.
My interest in astronomy started early on. Neither of my parents was scien,ﬁcally inclined, but they encouraged me by ﬁnding a book of star charts to learn my way around the stars. That
generated a love of the night sky that has stayed with me ever
since. Not all professional astronomers have that — many see
the world beyond Earth as an enormous physics problem rather
than a part of nature to be enjoyed, and that is par,cularly true
of radio astronomers.

area, taking advantage of the Meadowlark Fes,val when that
came along (with me contribu,ng an astronomical component
to that), and Sandra taking advantage of the birding walks,
becoming a keen birder in the process. Bob Handﬁeld approached me to write a short piece for the Honker
about what to see in the night sky, and “The Heavens” has
been part of the Honker for about ﬁ+een years.
More recently Sandra has been concentra,ng on her interest
in pain,ng, and I have been concentra,ng on a book exploring
our connec,on with the Universe, but not to the exclusion
of making plans for the 2-acre ﬁeld at the front of our place,
which was horse pasture for many years then le+ to go fallow
a+er experimen,ng with a market garden. We have signed up
with the Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship Society to return
it to its natural state as a riparian area. Considering that Sandra, over the years, has developed a deligh^ully wildy kind of
garden and made our place bird and pollinator friendly, it was
the natural way to go, please pardon the pun. First OSS
plan,ng, of three, was this fall — 500 young trees and bushes !
— and we’re both very excited about what it will be like in a
few years.

A+er geQng a BA and MA at the University of Toronto I set oﬀ,
newly married, to Cambridge, England, for a PhD. I was sent to
Pen,cton and the Observatory at White Lake as part of the research, my wife Sharon and I showing up with a brand new baby
daughter who had been born on the way here. That venture
lasted a year, (1964-65) and was my introduc,on to
the Okanagan. It was a great year. Sharon died shortly a+er
our return to Cambridge, which threw a very dark shadow on
everything, but I had learned enough about the Okanagan, and
the lifestyle, to jump at the chance to return when the opportunity came up ﬁ+een years later.
My ﬁrst job a+er the PhD was with the Na,onal Research Council in OKawa, working at the Algonquin Radio Observatory. The
best part of that job was mee,ng Sandra, who worked in the
Data Systems department. A+er a few years I went to York University in Toronto and Sandra, a+er a s,nt of teaching in Espanola in Northern Ontario, joined me there.
My thirteen years at York were doing research using radio telescopes in various countries around the world. And
teaching, mainly large classes of Arts Students fulﬁlling their
science requirement. That turned out to be the most sa,sfying
job I’ve had in which I learned how to get across alien concepts
to people not versed in science, and not par,cularly interested.
In 1981 Sandra, I and family, moved to the Okanagan for me to
work at the White Lake Observatory. We found a house on a
rough ten acre lot at Farleigh Lake to live in, and so began our
real connec,on with nature. We slowly learned more about the
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Chris siQng in the garden created by Sandra. The pain,ng
of Chris was also created by Sandra.

THE PERFECT COVID PROJECT
Are you wishing you could do more bird watching
but are being held back by the restric,ons against
group ac,vi,es. Here’s the thing for you:
Join Project FeederWatch
Project FeederWatch turns your love of birds and bird feeding
into vital scien,ﬁc discoveries! Project FeederWatch is a winter
(November-April) survey of birds that visit our feeders at backyards, nature centres, community areas, schools and other
places across North America. Par,cipants like you periodically
count birds you see at your feeders and send your counts to
Project FeederWatch. All bird lovers are welcome, no maKer
your age or skill level.
Your bird counts help you keep track of what is happening in
your own backyard, and you also help scien,sts track longterm trends in bird distribu,on and abundance. You can count
birds as o+en as every week, or as infrequently as you like: the
schedule is completely ﬂexible for you.
At regular intervals from November to April, thousands of
FeederWatchers count the kinds and numbers of birds at their
feeders, then submit their observa,ons to us. This informa,on
helps scien,sts study winter bird popula,ons

New Discoveries-New Friends
It is always interes,ng were life takes us. My husband & I have
been enjoying the South Okanagan for years and we always felt
that we would like to make this area home. As it happens, we
moved into Oliver in September and serendipitously, met Alex
Bodden who informed us of the nature walks.
It was an opportunity not only to get to know the area and all
its amazing ﬂora and fauna, but also to meet some great people who are wonderfully welcoming and incredibly knowledgeable on a wide range of topics: ornithology, entomology, geology, history etc.
What more could a person want: fresh air, exercise and a mini
university course in every walk. We were hooked and we have
enjoyed every walk immensely.
Sadly, the walks have now been suspended because of the present COVID rules. I can truly say that I will miss our weekly excursions, and look forward to the ,me we will be able to resume this valuable ,me together.
Chris,ne Klus

New Project FeederWatch par,cipants receive a full-colour
bird poster and calendar, a FeederWatch Handbook and Instruc,on Book, access to the data entry por,on of the FeederWatch website, and the chance to contribute to a con,nentwide bird research project.
Project FeederWatch is a collabora,on between Birds Canada
and the Cornell Lab of Orthinology. To join go to birdcanada.org or for more info email Kerrie Wilcox:
kwilcox@birdscanada.org or call her:1-888-448-2473 ext. 134

In early November there were numerous sigh,ngs of
banded woolly-bear caterpillars on the Thursday ou,ngs.
In the spring they will turn into the Isabella Tiger Moth.
Former club member and moth expert Dennis St John says
he never saw an adult moth in his years living in Ok Falls.
Photo by Jodie Forster

You might even get a Cooper’s Hawk at your feeder.
Photo by Alex Bodden
Image of adult Isabella Tiger Moth borrowed from Wikipdia

Nov. 2020 Honker page 7

Returning Okanagan Salmon to the River
In the late 1990’s Okanagan River sockeye - n’ txw (Chief Salmon) prospects seemed grim. About 1500 returned to spawn;
this was a run on the brink of ex,nc,on. The Okanagan River
sockeye run is one of two remaining runs in the en,re Columbia River system, the other origina,ng in Wenatchee Lake,
WA.
What led to this situa,on?
During the 1950s much of the Okanagan River was straightened, narrowed and dyked to control ﬂooding, resul,ng in
substrate material changing from the gravels needed for redds
the salmon build to lay their eggs in, to larger cobbles and
sand. Pools, riﬄes, eddies and riparian growth were destroyed
along with a 50% reduc,on in river length. Riverside development lost approximately 90% of aqua,c and riparian habitats.
The dam at McIntyre Bluﬀ became a barrier to upstream migra,on.
The problems seemed monumental; fortunately, the historic
and cultural rela,onship between the Syilx Na,on and salmon
provided the will to take ac,on.
Discussion between the Okanagan Na,on Alliance, (including
Colville Federated Tribes WA.), Fisheries and Oceans Canada,
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Opera,ons and
Rural Development, and other concerned par,es met, discussed, (on and on) un,l a viable plan was established. From
this the Okanagan River Restora,on Ini,a,ve (ORRI) steering
commiKee was struck with representa,on from the above
ins,tu,ons, hydrologists, engineers, ﬁshery biologists and other exper,se.
The ﬁrst project was ORRI, Phase I just north of the Town of
Oliver. This project replaced the exis,ng dyke, connected the
River with two isolated oxbows, built spawning beds and riﬄes
and with the use of rock along the shore, created slight curves
at the river bank.
With the ONA long term goal to return Sockeye to its historic
spawning places, concurrent with the ORRI Phase I, work at
the McIntyre Bluﬀ was completed. For an overview Visit:
hKps://www.syilx.org/projects/mcintyre-dam-ﬁsh-passageeﬃceincy/#:~:text=Project%20Overview%3A&text=McIntyre%
20Dam%20had%20been%20the,a%20res,ng%20pool%20for%
20ﬁsh
In 2013, ORRI Phase II was completed. This involved the further building of spawning beds, riﬄes, pools and the reconnec,on of the river with a side stream.
“As Tradi,onal Ecological Knowledge (TEK), reported that “the
river channel (in Pen,cton), used to be rich in ﬁsh; Steelhead,
Coho, Sockeye and King (Chinook) Salmon” (Ernst, 2000). However, due to channeliza,on in the 1950’s and other anthropogenic impacts, salmon spawning opportuni,es are extremely
limited in this sec,on of the Okanagan River.”
It was ,me for ORRI to move north to address those condi,ons. And so began ORRI Phase III and IIII
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All these projects are beau,fully detailed in the Qualiﬁed Professional Workshop presenta,on. The many photos provide a
real understanding of the depth of the ORRI projects
hKp://a100.gov.bc.ca/appsdata/acat/documents/
r53493/6.OkanaganRiverRestora,onIni,a,ve_151908034634
4_9079782445.pdf
Other projects led by ONA Fisheries include building a state of
the art ﬁsh hatchery on PIB land, hKps://www.syilx.org/
ﬁsheries/hatchery/, improvements to the sediment basin at
Shingle Creek including removing a barrier to ﬁsh migra,on,
modiﬁca,ons to the ﬁsh ladder at Okanagan Falls allowing
migra,ng ﬁsh to enter Skaha Lake, removing a migra,on barrier in Shingle Creek and 2018 work at Ellis Creek, outlined in
this link: hKps://www.syilx.org/projects/ellis-creek-sedimentbasin-ﬁsh-passage-project/
In October 2019, a+er modiﬁca,ons to the ladder at the Okanagan Lake dam the gate was li+ed, allowing migra,on into
Okanagan Lake for the ﬁrst ,me since the 1950’s. This was an
emo,onal moment for the ONA elders and youth witnessing
the rising of the gate. The long term vision of allowing the
return of salmon to their historic territory was now accomplished.
hKps://globalnews.ca/news/6058373/sockeye-salmon-toreturn-to-okanagan-lake-for-ﬁrst-,me-in-over-50-years/
In 2020, the ONA, k'emcnitkw project reconnected Okanagan
river with its historic ﬂood plain just north of the En'owkin
Centre. hKps://soconserva,onfund.ca/crea,on-of-ﬁshspawning-and-reconnec,on-of-an-historic-okanagan-riverﬂoodplain-in-pen,cton-2020/
Current planning con,nues for restora,on work in the area
between Okanagan Falls and Vaseux Lake and in Trout Creek
These accomplishments are testament to the perseverance of
the Syilx people and to realizing their dream of restoring
the n’ txw (Salmon) – one of their Four Food Chiefs – to their
original habitat. It also demonstrated what people of various
stripes, working together on a common goal, can accomplish.
Lee McFadyen
Public Rela,on/Outreach coordinator,
Okanagan River Restora,on Ini,a,ves.

See archival photos on following page showing the Okanagan
River pre and post– channeliza,on.

The photo at the upper le+ shows how meandering the Okanagan River between Okanagan Lake and Skaha Lake was before being channelized in the 1950s. Note the airport runway.
Photo at lower le+ shows Okanagan Falls before the dam was
constructed there.
Photo immediately below shows the river between the lakes
in Pen,cton.
Composite photo at lower right shows the Okanagan River
shortly a+er being channelized. Note the old river channel s,ll
opens into Skaha Lake.
All photos courtesy of the Pen,cton Museum and provided by
Lee McFadyen
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www.southokanagannature.com
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so. Our site has all the latest informa,on on
monthly mee,ngs, etc. Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the
photography sec,on. She is always looking for new photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley nature photos and let other Club members have a look at your work.

Sockeye salmon in the Okanagan River below the Pen,cton Dam . Photo by Jodi Forster

Membership Applica,on / Renewal Form
Mail form to SONC, 193 Westview Drive, Pen,cton BC V2A 7W1
Individual………………$32 per year

Family …………………$43 per year

Date:…………………………………..
Name(s):____________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Email address:_______________________________________________________________
Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________
The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining a+er February 1st please contact the membership secretary ﬁrst.
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