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Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo�ng its conserva�on. 

Membership:  Individual: $32; Family: $43 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen�cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Please contact any Execu�ve or director if you wish to add an item to 
the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (hours may change in summer & winter).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to 
easy strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info con-

tact Wendy Stewart or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no�fy of the trip leader if you intend to par�cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi�ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou�ngs. 

SONC is a  society under the BC Socie�es Act and a federated club of BC Nature 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Alex Bodden a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Wendy Stewart  250 487 1442  wendyastew-
art@shaw.ca 

Treasurer: Colleen Simmons  colleensimmons@live.ca 

Secretary:  Val Fenn ; vfenn@shaw.ca 

Membership secretary: Tim Gray   �mgray9@hotmail.com 

Directors at large: 

Bob Handfield  bobnmaggie@shaw.ca 

Edward Steltman   edsteltman@gmail.com 

 

 

Newsle%er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica�on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva�on CommiJee: 

              To be determined 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Wendy Stewart  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

              Alex Bodden    a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; bobnmaggie@shaw.ca 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee�ng programs:  Bob Handfield and Doreen Olson  three-

gates@telus.net 

Publicity:  Tim Gray   �mgray9@hotmail.com 

Refreshments:   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi (temporarily) 

Thursday Birding: Wendy Stewart, Alex Bodden and Jim Shaver 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 

193 Westview Drive 

Pen�cton BC  V2A 7W1 

www.southokanagannature.com 
 

Cover photo:  Coyotes (Canis latrans) were na�ve only to the prairies and arid parts of the west but as the landscape was 

altered by seJlers and wolves exterminated, coyotes  became much more widespread, now being found in virtually every 

part of North America.   Coyotes will eat almost anything, vegetable or  animal.  This one was recently seen on the flats adja-

cent to the Pen�cton Gold course.           Photo by Wendy Stewart 
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President’s Report 

Happy New Year to everyone! Now that 2020 is in our rear-

view mirror we can focus on all of the great things that are 

happening. First off is a great big thank you to the myriad of 

scien�sts and researchers over history who have advanced 

our collec�ve knowledge to the point where we can produce 

an effec�ve set of vaccines so quickly. Most of us can recall a 

�me in our past when this would simply not be possible. 

Over all it is great to see so many Canadians doing their best 

to follow the guidelines, even if the “non-believers” are 

geRng most of the media air �me. I have to admit to be be-

coming a liJle COVID grumpy myself, but geRng out into our 

wonderful outdoors has helped a lot.  

The big event of the recent past for us was the 121
st

 annual 

Christmas Bird Count. Last year Canada wide, over three mil-

lion birds of 296 species were counted and we seem to have 

had a good year locally. Pen�cton was just shy of a species 

record with the first Lesser Goldfinch being added to the list. 

I know some of you par�cipated for the first �me this year 

and I hope it was a posi�ve enough experience that you want 

to expand your knowledge base and be involved again next 

year. It can be a bit of a chore if the weather is unpleasant, 

but it is rewarding to know that this is all to advance the con-

serva�on of birds.  

I par�cipated in five different COVID safe counts this year. 

One of our new members, Ted Shumaker, was teamed up 

with me on all of them and I met some wonderful outside 

birders as team mates as well. The Pen�cton count was ideal 

with sunny record warm weather of plus 13. Nine days later 

my team faced a star�ng temperature of minus 15.5 for the 

Peachland count. Interes�ngly enough one of the first birds 

counted that morning in wintry Meadow Valley was a Belted 

Kingfisher. Among the many highlights for me was seeing a 

Pacific Wren along the creek near Darke Lake, flushing a 

Short-Eared Owl near White Lake and two Wild Turkeys on 

Anarchist Mountain. Ted and I also had a Golden Eagle 

swoop in at very close range, leaving me wondering if it felt 

the two heads bobbing along a small ridge were food. We 

have to thank Dick Cannings, MaJhias Bieber and Lee 

McFadyen who faced added challenges organizing this year’s 

counts.  

I am sure that many of you have had some great experiences 

as well, so keep a list for future mee�ngs, or let Bob Hand-

field know, so we can share them in the Honker. We are cur-

rently in a situa�on where we have to live vicariously 

through each other and it does not look like we will be able 

to do any group events any �me soon. I now have 81 species 

on my 2021 e-bird list including the Lesser Black-backed gull 

that is frequen�ng the Okanagan beach and a Blue Jay that is 

hanging out in Summerland. We are lucky that we have so 

much to see and do, even at this �me of year.   

 I am also seeing many more Fox squirrels about. This is from 

E-Fauna BC, “The Fox Squirrel is an introduced species in 

Bri�sh Columbia that first arrived here in the 1980's in 

Osoyoos, probably from an introduced popula�on in Okana-

gon County in Washington.” They seem to be making a slow  

migra�on up the valley with the last confirmed I-naturalists 

entry being mine near Sun Oka park.  If you have not explored 

or contributed to i-naturalists you should give it a try.  

There was some more good news in the recent Federal an-

nouncements in rela�on to climate change ini�a�ves. One of 

the more interes�ng items is the Two Billion Trees ini�a�ve. I 

watched a webinar by Nature Canada this week on the subject 

and it looks like the hope is to have trees going into urban land-

scapes this spring. These trees are in addi�on to the 600 million 

that the logging industry is expected to replant. I’m sure more is 

to come on this effort. to replace these natural carbon traps. 

Hopefully SONC can have some role in this. With the prospect 

of a Spring elec�on, we will all need to make sure that our 

elected representa�ves keep the environment at the forefront.  

It also looks like the local effort in Kaleden to acquire and pre-

serve Sickle Point is moving ahead, much like the effort in Nara-

mata to secure Centre beach. Our club did make a small finan-

cial commitment to the Sickle Point conserva�on project. This 

was a grass roots effort by the local community that speaks 

volumes about the growing public interest in preserving natural 

spaces as more than just public parks with limited biodiversity.  

Keep suppor�ng those within your “bubble” and try to keep in 

touch with each other as much as possible, through whatever 

technology works for you.  

Alex Bodden 

Coming Events 

Great Backyard bird count  February 12-15.  Sponsored by Birds 

Canada.  Get more informa�on at: hJps://www.bircount.org/ 

California Big Horn Sheep  in Colleen Simmons  Yard. 

See photo on back cover 

This is not Colleen’s first close encounter with sheep.  She 

writes: 

“I had a 100 acre farm in Ontario where I raised sheep for wool 

and meat. To protect my sheep I also had llamas. The most infa-

mous of my llamas was The General. He was a tall ornery llama 

that would lure people close so that he could spit on them. He 

did “own" the fields and would chase off any strangers, human 

or animal. Once a UPS truck crashed into his field and he would-

n’t let the emergency people near his new found truck. 

 

I also had a small wool store called ”The Sheep Shoppe”, where 

we sold our wool, blankets, socks and such as well as consign-

ment pieces from the local spinners and weavers guild. “  

                                                               Photo by Colleen Simmons 
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The constella�on of Orion with Betelgeuse top le,, three 

stars marking his belt,  and a sword hanging from  hat.     

Credit: Jim Failes 

 The  Heavens 

Not much in the way of planets to see this season, what with 

three of the four obvious ones  having found their way around 

behind the Sun where they aren’t visible to us.  The 

one  remaining is Mars, which is clearly visible, high in the sky 

in the south as soon as darkness falls.  Provided the sky is clear, 

of course.  It looks like a bright star, reddish in colour (being 

inflicted with rusty soil), and, like any planet, generally shines 

with a steadier light than do  the stars, which are inclined to 

twinkle.  

As for the stars, we are currently blessed with a beau�ful win-

ter sky.  Provided the sky is  clear, of course.  Magnificent Ori-

on is the main feature, emerging from the twilight low in the  

south-east as darkness falls, �pped over to the le,.  Of the four 

bright stars forming the large rectangle that outlines his body, 

the one at upper le, (Betelgeuse, aka Beetle Juice, a giant of a  

star 700 �mes the size of the Sun) and the one at lower right 

(Rigel) present a nice colour  contrast, the former red and the 

laJer blue. The colour of a star, which is no�ceable in only the  

brightest, is determined by its temperature. Cool stars, around 

3000
0
 C, are red; hot stars,  around 10,000

0
 C, are blue; in-

between stars, like the Sun, are yellow.  The most dis�nc�ve 

part of Orion is his belt, marked by three bright stars in a row. 

The most interes�ng part of Orion is his sword, hanging from 

the belt and marked by three fainter stars.  What makes the 

sword so interes�ng is the centre star, which looks a liJle fuzzy 

and is not a star but the Orion Nebula, a huge cloud of inter-

stellar gas and dust, the birth place of stars.  Of  the 700 stars 

embedded in this gigan�c cloud, none are older than 3 million 

years.  Considering the life�mes of stars that’s the equivalent 

of a village populated en�rely by baby humans all less  than 10 

days old. There is thus a new star born in the nebula every 

4000 years or so.  The human equivalent of that is a baby born 

every 3 minutes, which is not far from the rate we actually 

have in Canada.  This interes�ng beas�e is only hinted at to 

your naked eye.  Binoculars make it much more  obvious.  It 

s�ll looks like a fuzzy blob, but a big fuzzy blob .  .  .  and a,er 

all, it’s not  

unreasonable for a nebula to look nebulous. 

Orion’s belt acts as a guide, poin�ng upward to Taurus the bull, 

dominated by the bright  orange star Aldebaran (not to be con-

fused with redder Mars some distance to its right).  

Aldebaran is part of a V-shape arrangement of stars that marks 

the bull’s face.  Con�nuing that line upward takes you to the 

Pleiades, a very preJy liJle cluster of stars that’s instantly  

recognisable.   The other direc�on, downward from Orion’s 

belt, leads to Sirius, a bright blue sparkler of a  star whose 

name actually means ``The Sparkling One’’.  At present, Sirius 

doesn’t rise un�l later  in the evening, so you may have to wait 

an hour or two a,er the sky gets dark to see it as it  comes up 

from behind the mountains in the east. It is the brightest star 

in the sky, outdone only  by the planets. 

 

As the season progresses, Mars will move through Taurus, ap-

pearing to the right of the bull’s  face (and just below the Pleia-

des) toward the end of February, and then to the le, of the 

bull’s face later in March.  At the same �me the stars will be  

doing their seasonal shi,, same as they  do every year, with 

Sirius very obvious in the east as soon as it gets dark, and Ori-

on becoming upright as he shi,s to the southern sky. Toward 

the end of February this seasonal shi, will bring Leo the lion 

into view, a harbinger of spring.  It will be recognisable as a 

backward ques�on  mark standing on the mountains in the 

east as the sky gets dark, a sight that is something to  

look forward to. Definitely. 

 

Chris Purton 
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Book Review 

The Endangered Species Road Trip by Cameron  MacDonald 

Greystone Books,  2013 

This book has been reviewed  elsewhere including the Vancou-

ver  Sun but I thought it worth bringing to your aJen�on.  The 

author is a biology instructor at Langara  College in Vancouver.  

In one of his classes he was showing slides  of endangered spe-

cies and  became embarrassed when he had to admit that the 

photos he was  showing were not taken by him and in fact, he 

had never seen many of the species he was talking about.  So, 

being single , he started planning a road trip across North 

America to see the species he was talking about.  Our friend 

Dick Cannings recommended the book idea to Greystone.  By 

the �me the trip actually came to frui�on Cameron was mar-

ried, had two young kids and a dog.  Many of us have travelled  

with young kids  in a previous life  but for 4 months covering 

16,000 miles  (not km but miles) in a van and camping much of 

the �me with two kids under  2 years old , maybe not so much!  

Besides the trials and tribula�ons of travelling with  young kids 

and a “fully urbanized Vancouverite” wife, the author covers 

such things as the morality of culling one species (e.g. Barred 

owls)  to save another species (e.g. SpoJed owls).  

Much of his trip covers areas that I have been to so that made 

the reading more personal  for me but I suspect many SONC 

members have also been to at least some of his des�na�ons. 

When he writes about the mosquitoes in the Everglades being 

far worse than in Canada’s norther n bush country I believe 

him  because I have camped in both places and  know he 

speaks the truth. 

This is a funny, engaging and joyful read although sad in ways 

as he recognizes that some of these species just aren't going to 

make it. But there are success stories so it is not all doom and 

gloom.  I highly recommend it. 

Bob Handfield 

 

        Books, paper & the Forest Stewardship Council   

          

Thank goodness for books…the paper kind with physical front 

and back covers…that need a nice bookmark to mark your 

place…good margins so an ink pen can make notes and it wrin-

kles in the tub.  

I’m an old fashioned reader. My only regret is that my reading 

habits require paper manufacture and the poten�al loss of 

more trees. Thank goodness for the FSC (Forest Stewardship 

Council) designa�on that gives a degree of confidence that the 

book I’m reading is printed on sustainably harvested or recy-

cled paper. 

Fortunately the work of the Forest Stewardship Council is on-

going and revitalized for 2021 through 2026. 

The council has recently reconfirmed their “commitment to 

promo�ng forest stewardship as the way to enable resilient 

forests that create environmental, social and economic value 

and benefits.” And climate change benefits according to SCF 

web site at ca.fsc.org. 

The roots of the FSC began mid 1993 in the culmina�on of the 

famous War in the Woods at Clayoquot Sound. From that 

event arose a new kind of ac�vism and an aJempt to work 

with tree harvesters.  

Thanks to Clayoquot Sound ac�vist, Tzeporah Berman, who 

responded to my query about how the Clayoquot event led to 

the Forest Stewardship Council.  It began with linking the mar-

ket to the tree, demanding more environmental awareness in 

how they were harvested and marketed.  Tzeborah Berman 

strove to encourage corporate responsibility in forest manage-

ment through corporate boardrooms and the power of the 

Greenpeace movement. 

Here’s how the process unfolded.  

“In the early days of the markets campaign we realized that 

companies weren’t going to stop buying the bad stuff unless 

we could point them towards what to buy. We were trying to 

avoid the waterbed effect* (i.e. Home Depot stops buying old 

growth from Great Bear or Clayoquot but then buys more old 

Amazon mahogany for example.) 

“Some conversa�ons about cer�fica�on were beginning and 

we pushed to have good principles included. While I was at 

Greenpeace around 1995 we commissioned Herb Hammond to 

write the principles for Ecological Forestry. Then the Green-

peace nego�a�ng team used that at the table to help create 

the first agreements for FSC.”  

“We were also able to convince major customers to support 

our vision for FSC so that it didn’t get too watered down by 

industry.“  

Minimize waste and damages from harves�ng 

Increase the size and number of protected forest areas 

Retain old trees and fallen wood for habitat 

(con�nued on page 6) 
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Narra�ves of a Naturalist – Jim Shaver 

Jim was born in Sydney, a liJle village in southwestern Manito-

ba.  The family relocated to suburban Winnipeg, where Jim 

spent his elementary school years.  From there the family relo-

cated again, this �me to Vancouver (from the prairie to the rain 

forest), where Jim spent his Jr/Sr high school years.   

Jim’s career focus was Environmental Educa�on, which he did 

for about 35 years. He was passionate about helping people 

recognize features of the environment that naturally occur 

around their homes and neighbourhoods.  As Jim says, it’s about 

“helping to �e the pieces together, so concepts like habitat and 

biodiversity can become a part of what they see when they look 

at the landscape.” Jim con�nues to share his interest and fasci-

na�on with nature through the Meadowlark Fes�val and the 

Friendship Force.  That group has hosted visitors from various 

parts of the USA, Germany, Japan, Brazil and England, and tours 

them around the Okanagan.   

During re�rement Jim has been kept busy singing and dancing. 

He loves doing the foxtrot, two step, waltz, jive.  With some 

searching, he and his partner found other dancers in town and 

they managed to dance three nights a week.  Jim also joined the 

Naramata Community Choir in the bass sec�on, which he says is 

great fun – 50+ voices.  He also sings with six others who lead a 

sing-a-long at a seniors care facility. Jim also finds �me to par�c-

ipate on a dragon boat team and most club members know he 

remains a frequent Thursday birder.   

Jim most loves the semi-arid climate of the Okanagan: the Pon-

derosa Pine – grasslands; Sagebrush - grassland; Antelope Brush 

– grassland; the lakes and marshes; cliffs and talus slopes. He 

also appreciates the fact that the Okanagan is a migratory corri-

dor, and that features of slope, eleva�on and aspect create a 

wonderful biodiversity.  He finds the spring wildflower show a 

par�cularly welcome sight. Jim also enjoys astronomy, and finds 

there is a fairly ac�ve astronomy group here.   

Jim joined SONC when he moved here in 1992, but he had been 

a member of the Shuswap Naturalists in Salmon Arm since 1985. 

His interest in nature and conserva�on probably goes back to 

family camping trips.  This interest con�nued to grow through-

out Cubs and Scouts.  Although he was an urban kid, his family 

lived near a gully along the Red River in Winnipeg. And in Van-

couver they lived on the edge of what is now called ‘Camosun 

Bog’.  Jim says, “It was just the bush to us, and the �mes were 

free enough, that we just explored there.”  The �dal flats were 

another great place for anyone to explore - just kept your eye 

on the �de charts to pick your �me. Throughout his twen�es, he 

camped and hiked with friends. Jim also spent a few years 

plan�ng trees. 

 

Con�nued support for the ongoing efforts to preserve and 

protect the habitat diversity in the Okanagan is something 

Jim would you like to see happen in SONC. He is also a firm 

believer of support for novices of all ages that show an inter-

est in learning about the local natural history. Jim would also 

like SONC to promote some of the real life changes that peo-

ple have to make if they really believe in habitat preserva-

�on, as well as promote ‘ci�zen science’.  

Forest Stewardship Council  (con�nued from  page 5) 

Of course, the next ques�on is…”How are those important 

principles actually manifested in the real world of the logging 

and forest fibre industries?”  

Step one…I can support products that are FSC cer�fied. We 

all can.  

Diane Bersea 

 

* Waterbed effect. It's possible to push the maJress down in 

one place, but the displaced water will always cause the 

maJress to rise elsewhere. Wikipedia 

          Jim Shaver , where he loves to be, out in nature. 
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My first bird count 

I have always loved birds. Growing up in a small town in 

central Saskatchewan there was no shortage of my feath-

ered friends. Although I am a big game hunter, (archery) I 

never could bring myself to eat my wild winged friends. At 

age 13 I had a pet magpie, while my two buddies  had a red 

tail hawk and great horned owl. All three birds were taken 

from their nests illegally and raised to young adults. It did 

not take long for some official to command “set those birds 

free” The hawk and the owl did not ask twice, off like a 

shot. My magpie hung around our house for weeks. My 

mother near crazy with magpie calls every morning at 5AM 

had him banished to a farm 25 miles away. He lived there 

for two years �ll one day, just gone.  

I digress. 

Skip to 56 years later, add in one pandemic to make life 

boring, I had the crazy idea Ka�e and I should join SONC, 

and learn something about birds. We managed one Thurs-

day bird walk on the channel. We were shocked at what or 

who had been right under our noses all this �me. 22 species 

that first morning, along with 22 members of the most wel-

coming group we had run into for some �me. Hear comes 

co-vid and no more bird walks. We were very disappointed. 

Then the no�ce of something called a “bird count”. I put my 

name forward with no knowledge of birds and was lucky 

enough to be paired with Alex Bodden our president. Lucky 

me, my first day on the job at the Pen�cton Bird count it 

was plus 15 degrees. What a great day and I was hooked. 

Thinking that was easy I signed up for one more and one 

more etc. Poor Alex had me following him like a puppy for 

four more bird counts and 60 km of walking. We went from 

15 degrees above to 15 degrees below zero (on the Peach-

land count) to windy as heck on another count, to dead 

calm. I thought I was preJy hot stuff in the bird ID, �ll Alex 

had me go on my own for 40 min. When we got back, his 

ques�on were “what did you see”. Duh! Well I saw 

some….birds. What did they look like. Well Duh, they were 

small… what colour were  they … Duh they were brown, I 

think…. What did they sound like… Well kind of tweet, 

tweet, tweet. I discovered that I will need about 10 more 

years before they let me go on my own to bird count. The 

zoom mee�ngs listening to the other birders repor�ng 

where they went and what they saw was also very educa-

�onal. I am s�ll hooked and so pleased I have become 

aware of all the birds that were around me all along. My 

thanks goes to Alex for babysiRng, and educa�ng me for 

those five day of bird counts. He pointed me in the direc�on 

of Merlin and E-bird, what great apps. Hope to see you on 

one of the Thursday bird hikes when they start up again. 

Ted Shumaker 

  

Ted and his pet magpie, circa 1964. 

Ted on Anarchist Mountain during the Oliver-

Osoyoos CBC.       Photo by Alex Bodden 

A Northern Shoveller seen on the Pen�cton Golf  course 

ponds  by Jodi Forster.   (and no, there is no such duck as 

a Southern Shoveller!). 
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Penticton Christmas Bird Count:  20 December 2020 
 

Weather:  13C, calm in valley, windier at elevation.  No 
snow in valley. 56 observers in 25 parties.  121.6 party-
hours. 
 
Cackling Goose 1 

Canada Goose 2184 

Trumpeter Swan 37 

Tundra Swan 3 

Wood Duck 33 

Gadwall 41 

American Wigeon 116 

Mallard 2527 

Northern Shoveler 3 

Green-winged Teal 4 

Redhead 2 

Ring-necked Duck 2 

Greater Scaup 119 

Lesser Scaup 2 

Scaup sp. 2 

Bufflehead 171 

Common Goldeneye 133 

Barrow's Goldeneye 3 

Hooded Merganser 11 

Common Merganser 13 

Ruddy Duck 1 

Ring-necked Pheasant 9 

Dusky Grouse 3 

Ruffed Grouse 1 

California Quail 1981 

Common Loon 12 

Pied-billed Grebe 5 

Horned Grebe 72 

Red-necked Grebe 28 

Western Grebe 2 

Great Blue Heron 12 

Bald Eagle 53 

Northern Harrier 2 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 11 

Cooper's Hawk 16 

Accipiter sp. 2 

Red-tailed Hawk 56 

Rough-legged Hawk 1 

Golden Eagle 9 

American Kestrel 28 

Merlin 10 

Virginia Rail 1 

American Coot 592 

Mew Gull 2 

Ring-billed Gull 205 

California Gull 1028 

Herring Gull 24 

Thayer's Gull 1 

Glaucous-winged Gull 47 

G-w. X Western Gull 2 

gull, sp. 367 

Rock Pigeon 487 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 220 

Mourning Dove 47 

W. Screech-Owl 1 

Great Horned Owl 20 

N. Saw-whet Owl 1 

Anna's Hummingbird 3 

Belted Kingfisher 8 

Downy Woodpecker 20 

Hairy Woodpecker 8 

Red-sha,ed Flicker 309 

Pileated W woodpecker 6 

Canada Jay 1 

Steller's Jay 61 

Clark's Nutcracker 66 

Black-billed Magpie 198 

American Crow 129 

Common Raven 187 

Black-capped Chickadee 145 

Mountain Chickadee 71 

Boreal Chickadee 4 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 135 

White-breasted Nuthatch 9 

Pygmy Nuthatch 156 

Brown Creeper 12 

Canyon Wren 3 

Bewick's Wren 8 

Marsh Wren 2 

Pacific Wren 5 

American Dipper 3 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 16 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2 

Western Bluebird 129 

Mountain Bluebird                  1 

Townsend's Solitaire 10 

Hermit Thrush 1 

American Robin 307 

Varied Thrush 1 

European Starling 3220 

Bohemian Waxwing 212 

Cedar Waxwing 323 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 8 

SpoJed Towhee 25 

American Tree Sparrow 5 

Song Sparrow 276 

White-throated Sparrow 2 

White-crowned Sparrow 54 

Dark-eyed Junco 755 

Red-winged Blackbird 99 

Pine Grosbeak 4 

Purple Finch 1 

Cassin's Finch 2 

House Finch 825 

Red Crossbill 97 

White-winged Crossbill 1 

Pine Siskin 256 

Common Redpoll 24 

American Goldfinch 374 

Lesser Goldfinch 1 

Evening Grosbeak 25 

House Sparrow 469 

108 species 

  19839 individuals 
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Vaseux Lake Christmas Bird Count:  27 December 2020 

Calm, overcast, snow in late a,ernoon.  -1 to 2C.  Vaseux 

Lake open.  27 observers in 10 to 16 par�es.  
 
Canada Goose 1395  
Trumpeter Swan 90  
Wood Duck 40  
Gadwall 47  
Northern Shoveler 2  
American Wigeon 51  
Northern Pintail 1  
Mallard 507  
Green-winged Teal 12  
Canvasback 1  
Redhead 5  
Ring-necked Duck 102  
Greater Scaup 5  
Lesser Scaup 6  
Scaup sp. 3  
Bufflehead 330  
Common Goldeneye 37  
Barrow's Goldeneye 210  
Hooded Merganser 29  
Common Merganser 101  
Chukar 3  
California Quail 1267  
Common Loon 8  
Pied-billed Grebe 17  
Horned Grebe 32  
Red-necked Grebe 15  
Great Blue Heron 13  
Golden Eagle:  adult 1  
Golden Eagle:  imm 2  
Northern Harrier 2  
Sharp-shinned Hawk 5  
Cooper's Hawk 3  
Accipiter sp. 2  
Northern Goshawk 1  
Bald Eagle:  adult 15  
Bald Eagle:  immature 5  
Red-tailed Hawk 31  
Rough-legged Hawk 7  
Virginia Rail 5  
American Coot 1275  
Ring-billed Gull 1  
California Gull 1  
Herring Gull 3  
Glaucous-winged Gull 2  
gull sp. 3  
Rock Pigeon 113  
Eurasian Collared-Dove 79  
Mourning Dove 1  
Western Screech-Owl 1  
Great Horned Owl 2  
Northern Pygmy-Owl 2  
Barred Owl 1  
Short-eared Owl 1  
Belted Kingfisher 3  
Anna's Hummingbird 1  

Downy Woodpecker 20  
Hairy Woodpecker 7  
Am. 3-toed Woodpecker 2  
Northern (R.-s.) Flicker 165  
Pileated Woodpecker 4  
woodpecker sp. 1  
American Kestrel 6  
Merlin 4  
Northern Shrike 9  
Canada Jay 4  
Steller's Jay 48  
Black-billed Magpie 68  
Clark's Nutcracker 34  
American Crow 6  
Common Raven 64  
Black-capped Chickadee 125  
Mountain Chickadee 58  
Red-breasted Nuthatch 131  
White-breasted Nuthatch 4  
Pygmy Nuthatch 74  
Brown Creeper 7  
Canyon Wren 15  
Pacific Wren 7  
Marsh Wren 14  
Bewick's Wren 4  
American Dipper 9  
Golden-crowned Kinglet 5  
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2  
Western Bluebird 74  
Mountain Bluebird 4  
Townsend's Solitaire 17  
American Robin 25  
European Starling 839  
Bohemian Waxwing 126  
Cedar Waxwing 35  
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1  
Am. Tree Sparrow 2  
Dark-eyed (Ore) Junco 529  
Dark-eyed (S-c) Junco 5  
White-crowned Sparrow 49  
Song Sparrow 135  
Lincoln's Sparrow 1  
Spotted Towhee 3  
Red-winged Blackbird 119  
Pine Grosbeak 34  
House Finch 232  
Red Crossbill 96  
Pine Siskin 32  
American Goldfinch 195  
House Sparrow 529  
  
Total individuals 9876  
Total Species 98  



 

 

www.southokanagannature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.    Our site has all the latest informa�on on 

monthly mee�ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the 

photography sec�on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley na-

ture  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica�on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC,  193 Westview Drive, Pen�cton BC  V2A 7W1 
 

Individual………………$32 per year                       Family …………………$43 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining a,er February 1st  please contact the membership secretary first. 
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Colleen’s Big Horn Sheep.   See story on page  3.  Note tag and collar on  one. 


