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Mission Statement: 

To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promo*ng its conserva*on. 

Membership:  Individual: $32; Family: $43 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31) 

Monthly mee�ngs are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from  September through May (except December) at 7PM in the 
basement hall of the Pen*cton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New 

members always welcome. 

Board mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Please contact any Execu*ve or director if you wish to add an item to 
the agenda. 

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner 

of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (hours may change in summer & winter).  Be prepared to car pool.  Trips range from ‘car birding’ to 
easy strolls to occasional more moderate hikes.  Bring a lunch and dress for the weather.  Everyone welcome.  For more info con-

tact Wendy Stewart or check out the birding page on the website. 

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight.  Check the website for details.  

Please no*fy of the trip leader if you intend to par*cipate.  Dress for the prevailing weather condi*ons, wear appropriate footwear, 

bring a lunch and drinking water.  Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday ou*ngs. 

SONC is a  society under the BC Socie*es Act and a federated club of BC Nature 

Execu�ve Officers: 

President: Alex Bodden a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Vice-president: Wendy Stewart  250 487 1442  wendyastew-
art@shaw.ca 

Treasurer: Colleen Simmons  colleensimmons@live.ca 

Secretary:  Val Fenn ; vfenn@shaw.ca 

Membership secretary: Tim Gray   *mgray9@hotmail.com 

Directors at large: 

Bob Handfield  bobnmaggie@shaw.ca 

Edward Steltman   edsteltman@gmail.com 

 

 

Newsle%er Submission Dates: 

Please submit material for publica*on by the 15th of January, March, 
June, September and November.  Any item relevant to the Club is 
welcome as are photos taken by club members. 

Coordinators/Representa�ves: 

Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca 

Conserva*on CommiHee: 

              To be determined 

BC Nature Rep:  Alex Bodden;  a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Field Trips:  

 Wendy Stewart  wendyastewart@shaw.ca 

              Alex Bodden    a.bodden@shaw.ca 

Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; bobnmaggie@shaw.ca 

Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca 

Mee*ng programs:  Bob Handfield and Doreen Olson  three-

gates@telus.net 

Publicity:  Tim Gray   *mgray9@hotmail.com 

Refreshments:   Jim Shaver  Jim_Shaver@shaw.ca 

S Okanagan Habitat Garden:  Marlene Hikichi (temporarily) 

Thursday Birding: Wendy Stewart, Alex Bodden and Jim Shaver 

South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club 

193 Westview Drive 

Pen*cton BC  V2A 7W1 

www.southokanagannature.com 
 

Cover photo:    The Pale Swallowtail (Papilio eurymedon) is found from southernmost BC to Baja and east to the Rocky 

Mountain States.  It is widespread and common in the western US but in Canada is restricted to BC.  It is most common 

along the coastal areas.  The caterpillars feed on trees and shrubs of the rose and birch families.   The adults prefer open 

woodlands and streamsides  and is also seen in urban parks. 
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President’s Report 

I am wri�ng this report under the gentle breeze of the fan 

that now sits in my den. I am feeling concerned about the 

amount of energy my air condi�oner consumes so I have 

bumped it up a few degrees. S�ll not really that hot, but many 

of us have become accustomed to the comforts of our mod-

ern lives. This is something that we are all going to be forced 

to think about very soon. 

I recently read some books on climate change to become a bit 

be er educated and discovered that it is not that difficult to 

understand, nor is it anything new.  The process was under-

stood in the late 1800’s and demonstrated empirically in the 

1930’s. The interes�ng fact is that the earth should actually 

be going through a cooling down period now. Even if you take 

Al Gore’s book, “An inconvenient Truth” as a star�ng point, 

we are years past the point of general awareness; with li le 

concrete effort having been made to deal with it. Where 

would we be if….? 

The reality is that we all have put it at the back of our minds, 

or in many cases chose to deny it. Even for those of us who 

fully appreciate the real crisis at hand, it is hard to do what 

needs to be done personally for a mul�tude of reasons, not 

the least of which is the cost. I think for many, there is a real 

level of anxiety arising out of this dilemma. I am le3 with a 

realiza�on, when one stops to think of all the probable im-

pacts on living condi�ons, food security, personal health, 

world peace, etc., that any problems we have now are very 

minor. Chief Jus�ce Richard Wagner of our Supreme Court 

brought real meaning to the issue during its decision on the 

challenge to Bill C-12 when he wrote, “the undisputed exist-

ence of a threat to the future of humanity cannot be ignored” 

How this is going to impact on the natural world around us is 

a big unknown in a world where our own existence becomes 

THE priority.  A May news release by The Commi ee on the 

Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada said “Fully 15 of the 

26 wildlife species assessed by COSEWIC are threatened by 

climate change”, mostly due to habitat modifica�on. One 

species assessed was the Short-Eared owl, which I was lucky 

enough to see at our last Christmas Bird Count, that was up-

graded from “least concern” to “threatened”. There are now 

826 species iden�fied at some level of risk in Canada with 

another 62 that do not have enough informa�on available to 

assess. It’s not all bad, though with some being downgraded 

and most staying unchanged. It is always an interes�ng ques-

�on to ask if climate change is responsible for some of our 

rari�es, such as the Black-crowned night heron recently re-

ported near the airport.  

Moving to some more upli3ing commentary: we are almost 

there with COVID. The SONC board did review the current 

rules about group ac�vi�es and we are awai�ng the July up-

date before making any decision about ou�ngs, social events 

and mee�ngs. We may have an answer before you actually 

read this. I really hope we can meet again in September. Per-

haps we can do our summer picnic.  

I have met some of you out and about and we have managed 

to a ract a couple of new members. Our newest, un�l this  

Coming Events 

Thursday, September 23  - regular monthly mee*ng. More 

informa*on will be posted as it becomes available. 

 

week, was one of the four who came out on short no�ce and 

helped plant co onwood trees on the PIB K’emcnitk wetland 

reclama�on site. I am sure you will all have great observa�ons 

and experiences to share at our first mee�ng. Remember we 

have a club Facebook group and web site where you can share 

any�me. I would love to hear from some of our newer members.  

 I recently par�cipated in a bird survey of the Chopaka Custom 

Important Bird and Biodiversity Area where I was delighted to 

see so many young people willing to get up for a 5:00 AM start. 

At least half of the 20 or so people who helped find about 90 bird 

species were under 30. No Sage Thrashers were observed, but 

the number of Lewis’s Woodpeckers was promising. A Yellow-

Breasted chat was heard calling throughout or count-up at the 

end.  

I have had some great observa�ons this year including Western 

Bluebird’s in a natural nest cavity, a Long-tailed weasel that sat 

around long enough to photograph and a perfect Two-tailed 

Swallowtail during one of our recent oxbow bird surveys. My 

learning of local bu erfly’s has been a slow process. As usual 

there is more to it than one would think and I-naturalists has 

been a great resource for iden�fica�on.  

One of the most interes�ng things that I have seen recently was a 

solar powered water trough up at one of the ponds near White 

Lake. As most of you know, keeping ca le away from ponds and 

streams prevents a lot of issues and this seems like an ingenious 

modern solu�on. The coopera�ve nature of the ranch ac�vity 

here seems to be working in everyone’s favour. The ca le 

seemed very healthy. (see photo on page 4). 

You all need to try out the Merlin Bird ID applica�on’s new song 

iden�fica�on system that came out this week. I tried it on my 

resident house wren and it iden�fied a robin and crow calling in 

the background as well. It is not perfect, but I am s�ll amazed 

with technology. It also instantly picked up one of the Common 

Nighthawks that Bobbi and I counted during our annual night jar 

survey that we did last night in perfect condi�ons.  There is so 

much to see and learn that I will never live long enough to get a 

good handle on just our local diversity.  

I hope to see you all soon.  

Alex 

Editor's note: Since Alex wrote the above, the Covid rules have 

been relaxed and baring a major setback it appears as though the 

Thursday ou�ngs will be able to resume soon (but not in this 

heat) and our September general mee�ng will be held. Stay 

tuned for more news. 
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The Heavens 

Main feature of the night sky around the *me of summer sol-

s*ce is how short it is, what with the late sunset and prolonged 

twilight.  At our la*tude what’s called ''astronomical twilight" 

actually lasts all night during the month of June and into July, 

providing a glow low in the sky where the Sun is lurking below 

the horizon in the north.  Through the night that glow 

shiMs  eastward, gradually brightening and broadening in prepa-

ra*on for sunrise. 

There are three kinds of twilight.  Astronomical twilight lasts the 

longest and is of interest to astronomers because when it is over 

it’s pitch black outside and the sky absolutely filled with stars 

Civil twilight is the shortest and is of prac*cal interest because 

when it is over, about a half hour aMer sunset, drivers are re-

quired to have their car lights on .  .  .  in most places.  Nau*cal 

twilight is in between and is of interest to casual observers of 

the night sky because when it is over, an hour or more aMer sun-

set, the brighter stars and planets become visible. 

Currently, there are no planets visible when the sky finally does 

get dark.  We have to wait un*l mid August for anything along 

that line. Saturn will be making itself visible by then, rising in the 

south-east as darkness falls, looking like a moderately bright 

yellow star.  Sunset will be much earlier by then, with the sky 

geOng dark by 9:00 or so.  Saturn will be the brightest object in 

its part of the sky, and can be further iden*fied by using the 

"summer triangle". That triangle is formed by three bright stars 

that will frame the upper por*on of the south-east sky in 

the evenings of August.  The lowest of those three stars, Altair, 

has a fainter star just above it and another just below, and those 

three stars point upward to Vega — another of the stars of 

the  summer triangle, bright blue and almost overhead at that 

*me — and downward to Saturn. 

Jupiter will be in the picture too, some distance to the leM of 

Saturn and rising about a half hour later, very bright and quite 

obvious. 

As we move into September those two planets will become 

more evident, with Saturn well above the mountains as darkness 

falls, and Jupiter rising some distance to its leM.  These are the 

two most interes*ng planets to check with a spoOng `scope, 

Jupiter accompanied by four moons bright enough to see, ap-

pearing as four dots of light in a line either side of the planet and 

Saturn with its famous set of rings.  This year Saturn’s rings ap-

pear *pped up to about half their maximum, and in subsequent 

years they will appear steadily less *pped.  By 2025 we will be 

seeing them edge on, which means we won’t be seeing them at 

all.  Saturn’s rings are incredibly thin and completely disappear 

when viewed edge on. 

A more drama*c feature of the night sky at *mes near summer 

sols*ce is the full moon. Full means it must be opposite the Sun 

in the sky, and so it rises in the east as the Sun sets in the west. 

In the summer, when the northern part of the Earth is *pped 

toward the Sun, being opposite to the Sun has us *pped away 

from the full moon, which will stay low in the sky 

all night.  That’s the reverse of what happens in winter.  Summer 

full moons are not as bright but are very atmospheric, with a full  

moon hanging low in the sky, looking bigger and redder 

than usual.  Next full moon is July 23, but any*me within a 

few days of that should be good. 

The ul*mate is to watch the full moon rise.  A glow in the 

sky around where it will come up gives warning that it’s on 

its way, and when it does appear it moves surprisingly quick-

ly, shiMing to the right as it climbs higher.  Trees silhoueHed 

against the face of the moon, a common sight in our part of 

the world, accentuate the effect  .  .   as shown in the pic-

ture. 

Chris Purton 

Full moon rising from behind a mountain in Glacier Na*onal 

Park (Montana).  If the line of trees silhoueHed against the 

Moon is something like 65 m long, then the mountain ridge 

must have been about 15 km from where the picture was tak-

en.                                             Credit: Christopher Mar*n 

 

Solar powered  water trough for caHle referred to by 

Alex Bodden in hi President's Message. 
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realized that without a local resident champion, the Park 

would never happen, so she created that role for herself, and 

embraced it. In her pleasant, low-key manner, she stood up 

for the Park in countless public hearings and community 

mee*ngs. She manned Park informa*on booths at farmer’s 

markets, craM fairs, agricultural fairs and other local events, 

oMen having to endure rudeness and verbal abuse from park 

opponents.  In 2005 she created and s*ll helms the South 

Okanagan-Similkameen Na*onal Park Network (SOSNPN) an 

organiza*on to lead the fight for the Na*onal Park and which, 

through Doreen’s perseverance, con*nues to be ac*ve today 

even though the Park has been agreed to by the Provincial 

and Federal Governments and the involved First Na*ons.  

What brings Doreen most joy these days is the numerous 

hummingbirds that hang out on her property.  So many, that 

for the past 7 or 8 years her yard has been one of the hum-

mingbird banding sta*ons operated in the southern interior.  

Of course, in addi*on to keeping numerous feeders cleaned 

and stocked with nectar, Doreen assists with the banding 

ac*vi*es which start at 6AM!  If you really want to see mul*-

ple hummers, arrange with Doreen to visit her property.  

Many people with such a popular bird viewing property hang 

out dona*on boxes to help fund the purchase of sugar but 

not Doreen – she funds it herself.  Some days she has been 

known to go through 4 liters of nectar in one day!  And uses 

about 22kg of sugar during the season. 

 

In addi*on to all of this, Doreen has been an ac*ve member 

of SONC over the years, serving on the Board and par*ci-

pa*ng in many Club ac*vi*es, including without fail, the 

Christmas Bird Count. Her property has been the site of many 

Club ac*vi*es over the years including a very successful sum-

mer bar-b-q.  Doreen’s dreams for the Club include that it 

endures to celebrate it’s 100
th

 anniversary and she would like 

to see the Club engage in more public outreach and engage-

ment on environmental issues. 

 

Bob Handfield with kind assistance of Don Gayton. 

 

 

Narra�ves of a Naturalist—Doreen Olson 

If there is anybody in our Club that should require no introduc-

*on, it is Doreen Olson.  She seems to know everyone in the 

south Okanagan and in turn, is known by everyone in our area. 

Doreen grew up in rural southern Ontario and aMer almost a 

life*me of travel as an Air Canada flight aHendant (well actually 

30 years) Doreen re*red in 1994 to her now well-known prop-

erty, Three Gates Farm, in rural Kaleden.  Being a well-

organized planner, she had purchased the property the year 

before, having decided she did not want to stay in Surrey. 

Within a couple of years she had joined SONC and began to 

make her presence known in the Valley. 

I’m sure Doreen could keep us entertained for many hours with 

her airline stories but one episode in her pre-Okanagan life 

stands out and tells much about her organiza*onal ability.  Pri-

or to the 1986 Expo in Vancouver, Doreen was one of the main 

organizers of a DC-3 flight around the world promo*ng Expo. 

Doreen made the flight along with her husband who was one 

of the pilots and as a result met many of the Canadian and for-

eign dignitaries in the 34 countries in which they touched 

down.  Sadly her husband  Ken passed away in a plane crash a 

few years later. 

Doreen’s years of mee*ng thousands of people of all walks of 

life in her role as a flight aHendant was good “training” for her 

new life in the Okanagan.  She was soon friends with Lisa ScoH 

and Dick Cannings and the three of them soon organized the 

First Meadowlark Fes*val in 1998. Except for these two past 

covid years, the Meadowlark Fes*val has been one of the 

premier events celebra*ng all things natural in the South Oka-

nagan and in  all likelihood, will con*nue to be so.  One year 

later Doreen was a founding member ( and first chairperson) of  

OSCA (Okanagan Similkameen Conserva*on Alliance) which 

eventually became the umbrella group for Meadowlark Fes*-

val. 

Doreen along with partners Margaret Holm and Prema  Harris 

saw a need and operated a nature store on Front Street in 

Pen*cton called Tumbleweed Nature Store. Bird watchers and 

other nature lovers dropped in to get their nature fix, pick up 

bird food or browse the many nature ar*facts available in the 

store.  I remember the first *me Maggie and I visited Tumble-

weed and introduced ourselves to Doreen.  We have been 

friends ever since. 

2002 was a year that turned out to be very significant for 

Doreen and eventually the south Okanagan Similkameen.  That 

year Doreen was honoured with the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 

Medal for her significant contribu*on to Canada, her communi-

ty, and to fellow Canadians through volunteer work for the 

natural environment.  More importantly in the long run 

though, that was the year that the South Okanagan 

Similkameen Na*onal Park was first seriously proposed  (it had 

actually been studied as far back as 1976) and Doreen got in-

volved immediately.  She recognized early on the regional—

and na*onal—importance of this Park, which would represent 

the dry grasslands and forests of the region, home to an aston-

ishingly high number of species at risk. Early on, Doreen  

In 2015 SONC 

nominated 

Doreen for a  BC 

Nature Award 

and we then pre-

sented it at the 

Club picnic held 

that year at 

Doreen’s place. 

Marlene Hikichi, 

on the right , pre-

sented the award 

on behalf of the 

Club. 
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Doreen helping with the Club’s Eastside Road cleanup aMer 

the 2013 Ironman. 

started appearing across the US in the 1950 and colonized 

every state but Hawaii by the 1970s. Surprisingly surviving 

and thriving even with boun*es, hundreds of thousands of 

hunters, and the use of poison-laced carcasses. Montana 

alone, from 1883 -1928, had 30,000 coyote boun*es paid 

every year. The eradica*on con*nued with a vengeance 

from 1945 – 1971, with the federal coyote killing program 

collected 3.6 million carcasses and probably another 3 mil-

lion never collected. In 1905, they released mange into the 

wild canine popula*on to aHempt to eradicate them. 

America spent millions of dollars to kill, and poison yet the 

coyote persisted when the wolves could not.   

This book helps us discover the First Na*on Stories of Old 

Man Coyote, while a god is yet not a perfect deity. Coyote 

is a complex character with all the common flaws of hu-

mans, fraught with misadventures and hilarious an*cs. 

Coyote is a social cri*c and clever philosopher of human 

nature. The stories entertain while reflec*ng on our human 

character.  

Wolves, bears and other top predators could not survive 

against North America’s war on all things wild. The coyote’s 

wariness as both a predator and prey, their resilience, ex-

pansion of their prey base, and employing tac*cs to en-

large their popula*on with larger liHers all owe them to 

survive the war against them. As the wolf came close to 

eradica*on, the coyote endured and took its place as the 

opportunis*c, top predator. AMer more than a hundred 

years of war on coyotes in the American West, dispatching 

unimaginable numbers of animals, we find them in most 

major ci*es. 

Colleen Simmons   

Book Review  - Coyote America 

Legends don’t come close to capturing the incredible story of 

the coyote. In the face of centuries of annihila*on campaigns 

employing gases, helicopters, and engineered epidemics, coy-

otes didn’t just survive, they thrived, expanding across the 

con*nent from Alaska to New York. In the war between hu-

mans and coyotes, coyotes have won, hands down.  

This book by Dan Flores is a fascina*ng history of the coyote. 

Origina*ng in the southern mesas of the US, their howls are 

now heard all over the con*nent. The coyote  

Banding hummingbirds—actually, in this photo, wai*ng to 

capture them.  Photo by Terry Tellier 
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Invasive Species Society Celebrates 25 Years 

of Success 

What do Zebra Mussel, Yellow Starthistle and Asian Giant Hor-

net have in common? They are all invasive species that do not 

occur in the Okanagan and Similkameen Valleys. They are, 

however, right on our doorstep, and they pose a serious 

threat to our natural areas, our well-being and our pocket-

book. 

These are just a few of the long list of species the Okanagan 

and Similkameen Invasive Species Society (OASISS) have fo-

cused on during the last quarter of a century.  

Invasive species can be plants, animals, aqua*c life and micro-

organisms. They can come from across the country or across 

the globe. These unwelcome invaders create an imbalance in 

nature by compe*ng for the same resources that na*ve spe-

cies need to survive. The economic costs associated with inva-

sive species in Canada are measured in the tens of billions of 

dollars, and those costs are escala*ng.  

"For the past 25 years, OASISS has been dedicated to pro-

tec*ng the Okanagan-Similkameen from invasive species,” 

states OASISS Chair, Nick Burdock. “Our success can be 

aHributed to the hard work and collec*ve energies of our 

staff, Board and contractors, working alongside our many part-

ners." 

 

OASISS collaborates with over thirty different organiza*ons, 

including all levels of government, u*lity companies, conserva-

*on and stewardship groups, First Na*on communi*es, forest-

ry and mining companies, and caHle producer associa*ons. 

Preven*on of harmful new invasions is the first priority, as it is 

the most cost-effec*ve way to deal with the problem. Once 

species are established, the task becomes far more complex 

and costly. Keeping invasive mussels out of BC con*nues to be 

a hot topic and is the focus of an Okanagan-wide campaign 

this summer.  

"Globally, invasive species are the second largest threat to 

biodiversity aMer habitat loss,” states Lisa ScoH, Execu*ve 

Director. “Our work is more important now than ever. We are 

ready to work with everyone, across jurisdic*ons, to protect 

natural ecosystems in the Okanagan-Similkameen for the ben-

efit of genera*ons to come."  

 

Take the *me to become more familiar with these unwanted 

invaders and learn what you can do to make a difference. Go 

to www.oasiss.ca for more informa*on. 

 

 CONTACT: 

Lisa Sco%, Execu�ve Director 

Office: 250 404  0115 

Cell: 250 490 7572 

Email: oasiss@shaw.ca 

 Yellow Starthistle.                             Photo from OASISS 

A few invasive species that are in the south Okanagan. 

Red-eared slider—na*ve to southern US and Mexico.  This 

is the common pet turtle and is oMen released in local 

ponds when people *re of them.   Photo by Alex Bodden 

Yellow flag iris in the Pen*cton ox-bows.  Photo by Lory 

Johnston. 
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Nature Canada Award to SOSNPN 

The 2020 Nature Canada AGM had been scheduled for 

Osoyoos last year but was cancelled because of the Covid-19 

restric*ons.  The award below was supposed to be presented 

to SOSNPN at the AGM.  For various reasons it has just now 

been presented by mail.  Many SONC members are also mem-

bers of SOSNPN and the SONC execu*ve commends the mem-

bers and SOSNPN for their dedica*on to making the Park a 

reality and congratulates them on this award. 
 
Nature Canada is proud to award the South Oka-
nagan Similkameen National Park Network with 
the 2019 Conservation Partnership Award 

  

The Conservation Partnership award is presented 
yearly to an organization that has demonstrated sig-
nificant contributions towards conservation efforts in 
Canada. The award honours the work of various na-
ture communities, from birding groups, to communi-
ty greening organizations, to provincial conservation 
groups, serving as a reminder that the country has a 
deep-rooted history in connecting nature organiza-
tions. Nature Canada proudly awards and recognizes 
the South Okanagan Similkameen National Park 
Network (SOSNPN) with the 2019 award for their 
continued conservation efforts and collaborative 
work with Parks Canada.   
  

About SOSNPN 

The South Okanagan Similkameen Park Reserve is 
located in southern British Columbia. This national 
park reserve is known as Canada’s “pocket desert,” 
with some of Canada’s most unique ecosystems and 
species. This region is internationally recognized as 
an essential area for biodiversity conservation, with 
the grassland ecosystems being some of Canada’s 
most endangered. It is also home to the highest con-
centration of provincially and federally listed species 
at risk in the country. With conservation being of the 
utmost importance, officials from Parks Canada, the 
government of B.C and First Nations agreed to work 
together and move forward to create a South Okana-
gan Similkameen National Park Reserve. 
  

Looking towards the future 

“SOSNPN has been working together for about 20 
years. Our work has been mostly about getting cor-
rect information to the community and beyond. We 
have heard so many thank you comments, but we 
have never received official recognition such as the 
Nature Canada Conservation Partner Award.” The 
organization said regarding receiving the award. 
“Everyone was so pleased to be recognized for their 
long-time efforts supporting the national park here.”  
  
Their area of focus for 2021 will be to continue  

working with Parks Canada, Canadian Parks and 
Wilderness Society British Columbia (CPAWS BC) 
and others to conserve the grasslands of the South 
Okanagan, including Vaseux Lake and White Lake 
Protected areas. 
  
The White Lake Basin has long been a priority for 
conservation efforts in the Okanagan. With hot, dry 
grasslands, open pine forests, ponds, and rock out-
croppings, this protected area is a tremendous exam-
ple of the gradient B.C landscape, from lakeside to 
mountain top. It provides life for endangered and at-
risk wildlife and plants. White Lake Grasslands Pro-
tected Area is quite large, containing other protected 
areas around Vaseux Lake.  
  
Nature brings connection 

Like many nature organizations across Canada, the 
SOSNPN has noticed a newfound appreciation for 
nature in their community due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. “More and more people are enjoying be-
ing in nature whether it is from discovering birds in 
their backyards or walks in the local parks. It is the 
enthusiasm of naturalists and conservation groups 
that will expand interest and knowledge to those who 
are just discovering the importance of our natural 
world and the need to protect it. We must never give 
up.”  
  
For more information on SOSNPN and their conser-
vation work, visit sosnationalpark.com 

SOSNPN members  promote the  SOS Na*onal Park at  the 

annual Canada Day Cherry Fes*val in Osoyoos.   Photo by 

Doreen Olson 
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Fire is right at home 

Temperatures lingered over 40 degrees, heartbreaking images 

of the catastrophic fire in LyHon filled our media, and then a 

short wave of thunder and lightning rolled through the south 

Okanagan Saturday aMernoon. 

For many, feelings of concern and fear quickly rose, par*cularly 

as we looked out on a haze of smoke from wildfires elsewhere. 

Wildfires have been a part of the Okanagan’s history for as 

long as the valley has been here. Swaths of forest would be 

damaged by a pest like a pine beetle, brush would be depleted 

by grazing, weather and other factors, while grasslands would 

decline in vigour. 

A lightning storm would blow through, a wildfire would ignite 

and Mother Nature’s broom would refresh the lands anew. 

Nutrients were returned to the soil, seeds from the Ceanothus 

bush and pine trees would use the heat of the fire to open and 

regenerate and soon the landscape was renewing.  

Early residents would also use fire to replenish their lands and 

the landscape. 

But along the way, our communi*es have grown and spread 

and for residents of Pen*cton and area, human-caused fires 

and Mother Nature’s broom have been a destruc*ve and horri-

fying presence. 

I have seen it first-hand.  

In 1990, I leM my 15-year gig as a newspaper/radio reporter in 

the south Okanagan for a new challenge as a communicator 

with the BC Ministry of Forests in Victoria. A colleague there 

handled the media for the ministry’s wildfire program and 

asked me to help her out on weekends. 

That led to me being placed on a seasonal wildfire specialty 

team, the kind that are dispatched to major fires to ramp up 

local resources and bring in addi*onal exper*se. I was on the 

team as the media and community rela*ons lead. 

The call came early on July 22, 1994. Grab your bag (it was al-

ways ready in the summer) and head to the airport. A plane is 

wai*ng to take you to Pen*cton.  

The evening before, aMer days of intensely hot weather, a hu-

man-caused fire was ignited in Ellis Canyon and made a wicked 

run leading to harrowing condi*ons for helicopter pilots trying 

to get fire crews out of the canyon as the flames began to sur-

round them. 

This was the first major interface fire in BC to lead to large-

scale evacua*ons. The fire threatened a large number of 

homes in the Carmi area as well as on the east side of Ellis Can-

yon, in the flats between Carmi and Wiltse. 

Close to 4,000 people were forced out of their homes. Local, 

provincial and major na*onal media arrived in Pen*cton to 

cover the story of a major fire threatening a community. 

The story was major news everywhere. In the end, 18 homes 

were destroyed and 5,500 hectares of forest were damaged. I’ll 

never forget seeing a home that was gone except for the  

chimney and a charred child’s tricycle in the yard. The memory 

never leaves. 

I went on to join the wildfire program full*me as the Provincial 

Fire Informa*on Officer and went to many more fires in BC 

before I turned in my uniform in 2000. None of it has leM me. 

The benefits of fire are so important and necessary for our 

ecosystem. Just how important was brought home to when, as 

a representa*ve of the wildfire program, I was invited to a 

mee*ng at Government House in Victoria, the home to our 

lieutenant governor, to discuss a controlled burn on the prop-

erty to regenerate the Nodding Onion plant, a tradi*onal Indig-

enous food. 

Lieutenant Governor David Lam was very suppor*ve of the 

project but aMer many mee*ngs, it was clear that the neigh-

bours in the tony Rockland and Ross Bay area would not toler-

ate the smoke let alone a fire in grass and wildlands in a dense 

residen*al area of Victoria.   

Pen*cton and area folks have seen their share of fires. With 

changes in our climate and other factors, we might see more. 

It’s very hard to think of any good it will do in the back country 

when our homes and communi*es are at risk. 

As the air tankers take off near our home, a piece of me hopes 

that wherever they’re going, it’s going to be okay – for the 

pilots and everyone on the ground. Mother Nature’s broom 

isn’t welcome around here. 

Wendy Stewart 

Fireweed is found throughout much of BC and is known as 

one of the first plants to colonize an area aMer a fire, hence 

the name.  Meadows of fireweed can be found on Mt. Ko-

bau in summer thanks to several fires there in recent years. 

Fireweed is also the Yukon’s territorial flower.  The Yukon 

story goes that once a fireweed blooms to the top, summer 

is over.  Photo by Wendy Stewart 



 

 

www.southokanagannature.com 
If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so.    Our site has all the latest informa*on on 

monthly mee*ngs, etc.  Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the 

photography sec*on.  She is always looking for new photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley na-

ture  photos and let other Club members have a look at your work. 

Membership Applica*on / Renewal Form 

Mail form to SONC,  193 Westview Drive, Pen*cton BC  V2A 7W1 
 

Individual………………$32 per year                       Family …………………$43 per year 

Date:………………………………….. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email? __________ 

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining aMer February 1st  please contact the membership secretary first. 
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This is the caterpillar of the Western Sheepmoth.  It is a day*me moth.  The species is found 

throughout the western US and in southern Alberta and southern BC.  The caterpillar feeds 

on  ceanothus, wild rose, wild  currant, and snowberry amongst others.  This one was seen 

near Kilpoola Lake.  Photo by Jodie Forster. 


