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Newsletter of the South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club

September 2022
Congratulations on sixty years!

Unveiling the new SONC logo—the essential elements remain the same but with a new modern
look. The old logo is still at the top of this page for a quick and easy comparison. Credit for design
to Colleen Simmons and graphics work by Timothy Tweed, Graphic Designer
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South Okanagan Naturalists’ Club
193 Westview Drive
Penticton BC V2A7W1
www.southokanagannature.com

Mission Statement:
To provide a dynamic local focus for experiencing the natural world of BC and for promoting its conservation.
Membership: Individual: $35; Family: $45 (membership year is Sept 1 to Aug 31)

Monthly meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of each month from September through May (except December) at 7PM in the
basement hall of the Penticton United Church, 696 Main St. (corner of Main and Eckhardt). Please bring your own coffee mug. New
members always welcome.

Board meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month. Please contact any Executive or director if you wish to add an item to
the agenda.

Our birding, wildflower, geology, social group meets every Thursday in the north parking lot of Cherry Lane mall (northeast corner
of Warren & Atkinson) at 9AM (hours may change in summer & winter). Be prepared to car pool. Trips range from ‘car birding’ to
easy strolls to occasional more moderate hikes. Bring a lunch and dress for the weather. Everyone welcome. For more info con-
tact Wendy Stewart or check out the birding page on the website.

Field Trips are generally held in the spring and fall and may be all day or occasionally overnight. Check the website for details.
Please notify of the trip leader if you intend to participate. Dress for the prevailing weather conditions, wear appropriate footwear,
bring a lunch and drinking water. Pets are not appropriate for field trips or Thursday outings.

SONC is a society under the BC Societies Act and a federated club of BC Nature

Executive Officers: Coordinators/Representatives:

President: Alex Bodden a.bodden@shaw.ca Archivist: Jim Ginns 250 492 9610; ginnsj@shaw.ca
Vice-president: Wendy Stewart 250 487 1442 wendyastew- Conservation Committee:

art@shaw.ca To be determined

Treasurer: Colleen Simmons colleensimmons@live.ca BC Nature Rep: Alex Bodden; a.bodden@shaw.ca
Secretary: Val Fenn ; vifenn@shaw.ca Field Trips:

Wendy Stewart wendyastewart@shaw.ca
Alex Bodden a.bodden@shaw.ca

Membership secretary: Tim Gray timgray9@hotmail.com

Directors at large:
Honker Editor: Bob Handfield; bobnmaggie @shaw.ca

Christine Klus  christineklus@gmail.com Honker mail-out: Evalyn Wood; 250 487 7577; eleven21@shaw.ca

Eric Newton emewton81@gmail.com Meeting programs: Bob Handfield and Doreen Olson three-

Patrick Parenteau dvpixinternational@gmail.com gates@telus.net

Edward Steltman edsteltman@gmail.com Publicity: Tim Gray timgray9@hotmail.com
Refreshments: Jim Shaver
S Okanagan Habitat Garden: Marlene Hikichi (temporarily)

Thursday Birding: Wendy Stewart, Alex Bodden and Jim Shaver
Newsletter Submission Dates:

Please submit material for publication by the 15th of January, March,
June, September and November. Any item relevant to the Club is
welcome as are photos taken by club members.

Cover photo: The SONC logo has been updated. As you can see it still features a Canyon Wren and the cliffs in the back-
ground where it is usually found. The Canyon Wren is found from southern Mexico to southern BC and east to central Tex-
as. Itis not found elsewhere in Canada other than the South Okanagan north to Penticton. It has a very distinctive song. It is
found in our area all year round.
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H ? . . . .
President’s Message nice to see our club a bit more involved. If you have an idea for a

Congratulations to all of the people who have been mem- new event, please make it known.

bers of SONC over the past 60 years. From its ipception in | have to close with the sad news of Colleen Schneider’s sudden
M?rCh of 19_62' Fhe club ha's r'namt'al'ned an active member— and unexpected passing. She was a vibrant and active person and
ship and maintained the original vision and values of its a great member of our club and the community. | share my per-
founding members. The club has been involved in countless sonal condolences and those of all of club members with Ernst.

initiatives and advocacy for many conservation concerns and We share in his loss and will miss her dearly.
the activities of individual members in their personal and

professional lives has increased the impact of the ideals of Alex
our naturalists values many times over. There are few orga- .

. . Coming Events
nized groups that have endured the passage of time and we
have a lot to be proud of. We also have many challenges to October 27th - SONC Annual General Meeting. Our speaker is
consider and champion into the next 60 years. The South Megan Buers, an MSc student at UBCO. Megan will present on
Okanagan has tremendous natural values and we need to her thesis topic “Are riparian areas thermal refugia for nocturnal
continue to do our part to keep it that way through advoca- forest birds in south central BC”. She is particularly interested in
¢y, learning and sharing the enjoyment it gives us all. birds of prey. Megan has worked on conservation projects across

Canada.

Our club has weathered the storm of the COVID epidemic
and we are slowly moving back towards normal operations.
Our membership numbers have held up well compared to

many other clubs and | reminc'l yc'>u that annual membership Since 2011 SONC has contributed just about $9,500 to the com-
renewals were ¢':lue at thg beginning of Septe'mber. There has  pined land purchase projects of The Nature Trust of BC, The Na-
been a modest increase in fees to offset the increased cost ture Conservancy of Canada and Ducks Unlimited Canada. This

that we have. Now is a great time to share your experiences does not include the many thousands of dollars contributed by
in SONC among your family and friends and encourage them Club members to these same projects.

to join.

Did you Know?

SONC gives a bursary to Okanagan College students who are tak-

I'am sure that | will see most of you at our celebration din- ing a course of study related in some way to the environment,
ner, but if you cannot make it, we will be resuming our regu-  ¢,ch as ecology, environmental studies, etc. Up until 2007, the
lar meeting schedule on October 27", This will be our AGM award was $250 but since then we have made it $500. Some

as well and as always; we will be looking for a couple of new years there have been no acceptable applicants (determined by
people to fill board positions. Colleen would like a break Ok College) but nevertheless since 2006 we have helped out stu-
from doing our finances, so if you have a talent in this area, dents to the tune of $4,500.

please consider putting your hand up. Guest speakers are a

big part of our learning experience with in the club, so if you |n addition to these funds, we raised $1,300 to help with the es-
have an idea for a guest speaker, please let Bob Handfield tablishment of a South Okanagan Young Naturalists Club and an-
know. other $3,000 towards the new Vaseux Lake bird blind.

We have enjoyed a good turn out to our weekly outings,
which were a bit off and on through the summer due to the
heat and challenges finding leaders. | encourage you all to
consider leading us to one of your favorite places. | have
found the newer members of our club to be very engaged
and actively sharing and learning on our forays, with lots of
questions and close up observation. It has been very reward-
ing to see an expanded interest in the plants, animals, in-
sects, geology and waterways by the participants. Increasing
our awareness of the complexity and interactions of the
great biodiversity of the area is greatly important as we
move into the challenges of our future.

The municipal elections are quickly approaching and there
are a great many competing issues being brought to the
forefront in our communities. Conservation of our natural
spaces and the importance of protecting biodiversity are
easily lost among the issues of the day, and | ask you to chal-
lenge the candidates and seek out and support those who
share our naturalists’ values.

Over the years SONC has also contributed funds to sup-
port the Burrowing Owl Conservation Society facility in
Oliver where young birds are raised to be released in

the wild (see photo above) and we have supported SOR-
Last year’s Meadowlark festival turned out very well and the CO’s rehabilitation centre, also in Oliver.

initial planning for next year’s is already starting. It would be
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Club Presidents /VP’s over the years 1968 Doug Noel Bob Gibbard

) . ) 1967 Les Hill Doug Noel
Year President Vice President 1966 Violet Gibbard Les Hill
2022  Alex Bodden Wendy Stewart 1965 Vio!et Gibbard .
2021 AlexBodden Wendy Stewart 1964 Cyril Rayner Mrs. L. Gibbard
2020 AlexBodden Wendy Stewart 1963 Steve Cannings Carleton MacNaughton
2019 Bob Handfield Lisa Scott 1962 Steve Cannings Carleton MacNaughton
2018 Bob Handfield Lisa Scott
2017 Bob Handfield Lisa Scott Thanks to Jim Ginns, Club Archivist, for compiling most of this
2016 Bob Handfield Lisa Scott list. Any errors are the editor’s fault!
2015 open open

SONC in action

2014  Bob Handfield Doreen Olson
2013 Glenda Ross Bob Handfield
2012 Glenda Ross Bob Handfield
2011 Glenda Ross open
2010 Glenda Ross Open

2009 Bob Handfield Open
2008 Bob Handfield Open
2007 Bob Handfield Open
2006 Bob Handfield Open

2005 Frank Sigurdson Bob Handfield
2004 Frank Sigurdson Open

2003 John Taylor Arlene Reid

2002 John Taylor Arlene Reid

2001 Doreen OlsonlJohn E. Taylor

2000 Leona Dodd Copper Drew

i i
p trash along White Lake Road, where four large

of the South Okanag; Club take a break while cleani

1999 Laure Nelsh Open bags of garbage were collected on October 11. e
1998 Laure Neish Open . ’
1997 Helen Poncelet Laure Neish NaturahStS Club Cleans up road

1996 Eva Durance Open
1995 Eva Durance Open

1994 Eva Durance Open CWLVL Pt AW AR A VLWL OVOLVOLV ot R
1993 Dennis St. John Eva Durance CERTIFICATE OF SPONSORSHIP

1992 Dennis St. John Bill Shaw This is to certify that = Seuth oKannsan rfifisatis’ lod
1991 Sharon Schneider  Eva Durance has sponsored a (i) Pyormy _oul,

1990 Sharon Schneider  Eva Durance
1989 Laurie Rockwell Dennis St. John
1988 George Traicheff  Laurie Rockwell
1987 George Traicheff ~ Open

1986 Dave Mcintosh

1985 Dave Mcintosh Linda Dymond
1984 Dave Mcintosh Open

1983 Bob Gibbard Dave McIntosh

1982 Steve Cannings, Violet Gibbard,

and others shared duties

1981 Nancy Coppin AT AT a AT aTaTa s T et
1980 Nancy CoppinOpen

1979 June Cuming Nancy Coppin
1978 June Cuming Nancy Coppin
1977 Enid Touzeau June Cuming
1976 Enid Touzeau June Cuming

NAME: Saria " six_d

-
ORIGIN: SanTr Croz., CaliFormia

INURY: 4.7 8y cnm, sammes of 85 -miAMe”

Ear QArIAGE. AfEReTING balance - rvo)

Flizs wsll Bo7 seeprs DesF L. side

DATE OF ARRIVAL
AT ORRF: 2YovEmber 13, 1985

(aTaVe atatlavels X

The Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation

DATE ISSUED:__ Jpmrel 18, 1586 (A s (e

aaaaaa

A AES IR LN AN 2

SONC has supported SORCO with donations and adoptions.

New Members

1975 Open Roberta Carleton A very warm welcome to:
1974 Johnny Johnson Pat Manery
1973 Joan Poulsom Harold Baumbrough Scott Carter Oliver

1972 Joan Poulsom Angie Waterman
1971 Bob Gibbard Open
1969 Doug Noel Bob Gibbard Bev Kreiger Penticton

Linda Gregory Peachland
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Sixty Years of SONC Activities
1960'’s to the 1990’s

SONC was a founding member of the Okanagan Similkameen
Parks Society which helped to acquire the lands that are now
part of the Vaseux Lake Wildlife Refuge including the California
Bighorn Sheep Reserve.

Helped lobby for the creation of Cathedral Lakes Provincial
Park

Worked to have the Rock Ovens above Naramata designated
as a Regional Park

Played a significant role in the Christmas Bird Counts
1990’s to present

Involved in the Parks Plan for the ‘90s provincial initiative
Initial club in the FBCN’s Land for Nature Project

Participated in the Provincial Protected Areas Strategy through
membership on Brent Mountain Committee and Land for Na-
ture

Participated in the Okanagan-Similkameen-Shuswap Land and
Resource Management Plan process

Developed the Ruth St John Memorial Habitat Garden at Oka-
nagan College, Penticton

Consulted with City of Penticton concerning protection and

rehabilitation of semi-natural areas such as the KVR right of
way, Munson Mountain, the Esplanade and Skaha Retention
pond.

Helped with bird and herptile surveys at White Lake Biodiversi-
ty Ranch

Raised funds for the Garnet Fire kiosk, Carmi

Designed, funded and installed bird signs at Marina Way Park,
Penticton and the KVR trestle, Ok Falls.

Ongoing assistance with Meadowlark Festival, Vaseux Bird
banding station and the Christmas Bird counts.

Produced two editions (both sold out) of the Bird Checklist of
the Okanagan.

Led the design, funding and production of the Okanagan Val-
ley Birding Trail guide

Carried out a 5 year bird survey of the Penticton Golf and
Country Club.

For our 50th anniversary, sponsored a nature art show at the
Penticton Museum—a huge success!

Numerous submissions to Federal, Provincial and local govern-
ment agencies on matters relating to environmental issues in
the South Okanagan Similkameen area.

Helped fund the new birding tower at Vaseux Lake.

Sponsored and produced a nature photography contest and ex-
hibit at the Penticton Museum, also a huge success.

Produced Nature in Focus, the South Okanagan Similkameen
Nature Journal.

Assisting with on-going bio-surveys of the Penticton ox-bows.

Supporting the proposed South Okanagan Similkameen
National Park - a never ending project it seems!

Date of this Club outing is unknown, but pre-1990. The edi-
tor questions whether “modern” club members would be

this hardy? Looks pretty wet!
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Troublesome Trees
Invasive trees are the biggest invaders in the neighbourhood
and in some cases wreak havoc with our sewers and founda-
tions. These troublemakers reach heights of up to 24 metres and
are a point of contention between many neighbours.

There are four species of trees that | typically focus on: tree-of-
heaven (Ailanthus altissima), Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila), black
locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) and Russian olive (Elaeagnus an-
gustifolia).

All four of these species provide shade, habitat and may be con-
sidered by some to be pleasant-looking trees. But those redeem-
ing qualities tend to be outweighed by their invasiveness and
aggressive expansion into natural areas (and neighbouring prop-
erties). Their prevalence poses a nuisance to homeowners and
maintenance workers who are constantly pulling saplings out of
gardens and cutting them back from buildings and fences. Tree-
of-heaven and Siberian elm also support invasive insects that
can invade homes or threaten the agriculture and forest indus-
tries.

Tree-of-heaven was introduced to North America from central
China in the late 1700s. It can grow as much as 2 metres per
year, with mature trees reaching an impressive 24 metres in
height and 1.8 metres in diameter. Tree-of-heaven resembles
the sumacs and hickories, but can be distinguished by the glan-
dular, notched base on each leaflet. It has smooth stems with
pale gray bark and twigs that are light chestnut brown, especial-
ly in the dormant season. Its large compound leaves are 0.3 —
1.2 metres in length, alternate, and composed of 10-41 smaller
leaflets. Flat, twisted, winged fruits are produced on female
trees in late summer to early fall and may remain on the trees
for long periods of time. Tree-of-heaven reportedly produces
toxins that prevent the establishment of other species, and the
root system is aggressive enough to cause damage to sewers
and foundations.

Siberian elm was introduced to North America in the mid-1800s
for its hardiness, fast growth and ability to grow in various mois-
ture conditions. It grows readily in disturbed areas with poor
soils and low moisture, reaching heights of 9-18 metres with an
open rounded crown and slender, spreading branches. Leaves
are small, elliptic and toothed, with a short point at the tip. The
fruit is winged, round and smooth, and hangs in clusters. The
abundant, wind-dispersed seeds allow this tree to spread rapid-
ly, forming dense thickets that displace native vegetation and
reduce forage for wildlife and livestock.

Black locust has been planted extensively for its nitrogen fixing
abilities, as a source of nectar for honeybees, and for fence
posts and hardwood lumber. It is native to the Southern Appala-
chians and the southeastern United States. Black locust reaches
heights of 9 to 24 metres and has a shallow, fibrous root system.
Most distinctive are the heavy, paired thorns that grow on small-
er branches, as well as the shiny, smooth and flat seedpods that
are 5to 13 cm long. Once introduced to an area, black locust
expands readily into areas where their shade reduces competi-
tion from other sun-loving plants.

Russian olive is the smallest of these trees and probably the
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most controversial in the sense that it continues to be pro-
moted and sold at plant nurseries. | firmly believe that there
are much more suitable alternatives and we should avoid
planting this tree whenever possible. Also known as oleaster
or silverberry, Russian olive is native to Europe and western
Asia. It was originally planted in the United States beginning
in the late 1800s as a windbreak tree but escaped cultivation
and is now extensively naturalized in 17 western states and
southern Canada, from British Columbia to Ontario. In the
Pacific Northwest, it has become a major problem in riparian
woodlands, threatening even large, hardy native trees such
as cottonwoods. It can grow up to 9 metres in height and is
often thorny. Russian olive produces an abundance of yellow-
red, olive-shaped fruits that are readily eaten by many spe-
cies of birds, which help to disperse the seeds. Russian olive
can form dense stands that alter vegetation structure, nutri-
ent cycling and the hydrology of a system.

To effectively control these aggressive trees, seedlings can be
hand-pulled when the soil is moist. Once they become firmly
established, the most effective control method is the cut-
stump herbicide treatment. This method is both labour in-
tensive and expensive, but can be highly effective. Bulldozing,
mowing and brush cutting can also be effective, but only if all
re-sprouts are continually cut and removed which will likely
take many consecutive years of treatment. Anyone dealing
with invasive trees should consult with a professional.

For more information go to: www.oiso.ca

Lisa Scott

Tree of Heaven. Photo Credit: Lisa Scott



The Heavens

This is the best time of year for a tour of the Universe. Here’s one
that you can do on your own with no need for any equipment.

Starting point is the Moon, which is familiar to everybody. It is basi-
cally a rocky planet similar to the Earth although considerably
smaller, formed together with the Earth so the two ended

up orbiting around each other. That happened at the same time all
the other planets of the solar system were formed, about four and
a half billion years ago.

Next stop is Mars which through October can be seen in the early
morning, an hour or so before sunrise high in the south-west sky
looking like a bright star. Mars is another rocky planet, very similar
to the Earth although slightly smaller, which orbits around the Sun
as do all the other planets in our solar system.

Beyond the range of the rocky planets, which all huddle relatively
close to the Sun, are the larger icy/gaseous planets. These are well
represented by Saturn and Jupiter, both of which can be seen early
in the evening through October. An hour or so after sunset Saturn
will appear low in the south-south-east looking like a bright star,
and Jupiter will be rising in the east-south-east looking considera-
bly brighter than Saturn or any of the true stars, quite unmistaka-
ble. These two planets are alike, although Saturn distinguishes
itself by sporting a prominent set of rings, and both are very differ-
ent from the Earth, being much larger and almost entirely gase-
ous. They are our introduction to how unlike Earth the denizens of
space can be.

The tour at this point heads for the Sun, the centre and control of
our solar system. It is not as far away as the icy/gaseous planets,
but a completely different kind of beast — very large, from side to
side about a hundred times the size of the Earth, entirely gaseous,
and very hot throughout. The central regions are hot enough to
be, effectively, a continually exploding hydrogen bomb of enor-
mous size, producing the energy that keeps us all alive.

Leaving our immediate neighbourhood of the solar system takes
you out to the stars. On any decently clear night, if you can get
away from the accursed human-based lighting, you can see a few
thousand stars, scattered right across the sky because they are all
around us in space. Each star is another Sun, but so far away that
although they are generally larger than the Sun they appear as
points of light, even in the biggest telescopes. We are immersed in
a sea of stars, each of which (as far as we know) has its own set of
planets.

Also immersed in that sea of stars is a variety of objects that are
very different from the stars, but related to them . . part of their
life story. These objects, despite being of truly enormous size, ap-
pear quite faint to us, quite subtle altogether, and need a clear
dark sky away from human lighting to be seen at all. One example
is the Orion Nebula, appearing as a faint smudge of light surround-
ing the central star of Orion’s sword, visible in the eastern sky after
2:00 am. In actuality that smudge is an enormous interstellar
cloud, from side to side six billion times the size of the Earth, a hot
gaseous nebula heated by the stars to which it gave birth a
(relatively) short time go. Subtle though it is, it serves as a remind-
er of our emergence from an interstellar cloud several billion years
ago, a cloud long since blown away by the stars it gave birth to.

The sea of stars in which we are immersed is represented,
in its entirety, by the Milky Way, which is also faint, but not
subtle. Early in the evening at this time of year it can be
seen passing right overhead and down to the NE horizon
on one side, and the SW horizon on the other. The Milky
Way is made of a huge number of stars, stars made faint by
their great distance, the whole assemblage appearing as a
pale white band across the sky. That band of light has
structure, with dark patches appearing here and

there. Those patches are cold, dark, enormous clouds of
hydrogen gas hiding the light from the stars behind them.
They are destined to give birth to more stars in the fu-
ture. The shape of the Milky Way band of light tells us
that the sea of stars in which we are immersed is, in its
entirety, a large disc which we call our Galaxy, and it is ra-
ther large. It would take a beam of light, moving at the
speed of light, a hundred thousand years to traverse

it. Well worthwhile to find a place where you can see

the Milky Way some fine night, and contemplate all this.

Your final stop on the tour is the Andromeda Galaxy which,
early in the evening during October, can be seen in the
north-east sky a short distance to the left of the Great
Square of Pegasus, appearing as a faint elongated

smudge. Itis another galaxy like our own, and that faint
smudge serves as an introduction to a Universe made of
hundreds of billions of such galaxies, all the others too far
away to be visible to the human eye. The Andromeda Gal-
axy is the most distant object the human eye can see, and
the only object we can see (without the help of telescopes)
which is outside our own Galaxy.

In modern times it is becoming increasingly difficult to take
tours like this because of light pollution, and I’'m driven to
reflect on what is lost by that. Astronomical objects are
not like the other objects of nature encountered here on
Earth which affect our lives directly. A beautiful night sky
offers us something else, closer, | think, to a spiritual expe-
rience, and seeing what I've described, and understanding
what it is, informs our sense of who we are, and of our
place in the Universe. Sadly, we're slowly but steadily los-
ing the opportunity to do that.

Current efforts to fight light pollution concentrate on such
things as directing artificial light downward to the area
where it is needed rather than splattering it all over. That
is the equivalent of providing some green space in

cities. There is also increasing attention being given to the
creation of Dark Sky Preserves where one can get away
from light pollution altogether and have the full-on experi-
ence I've been describing.

But there is not a happy ending to this story. Elon Musk is
showing us the future with the "constellations" of satellites
he is putting into low Earth orbit, adding more than twenty
thousand to the three thousand already there. Musk is
taking great care, quite ingeniously actually, to ensure his
satellites not be visible to the human eye, but there are
others trying to follow his lead who may not be so consci-
entious. Proposals from a variety of countries would have,
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in the next decade or so, several hundred thousand satellites
buzzing around in low Earth orbit. A view of the sky from a
Dark Sky Preserve may well become a maze of little lights mov-
ing every which way, vastly outnumbering the few thousand
serene stars we would normally enjoy.

Chris Purton

Part of the Milky Way, visible right down to the tree tops, as
seen from Mount Kobau.  Credit: Jim Failes of Kelowna

Another view of the Milky Way from Mt Kobau. Credit Merv
Graf, Osoyoos. One of the photos from the 2018 photography
contest.

- - d
2010 Kieran Cox

FoUNDATION.  RuthSttfohn Memorial Bursai

Environmental Studies
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The Most Incredible Journey

Here is the flight of the godwit 4BBRW, still making
good progress , check out the routes of his 3 journeys
almost identical, amazing navigation, we are hoping
that he gets back safely this time

Bar-tailed Godwit 4BBRW
Migration 2020 - 2022

Siberia L
Seward Pen’
K Delta
China
Yellow,

Black line 2020

& Red Line 2021
g Blue Line 2022

g
W Breeding Site
: b || Non-Breeding Site
Australia  “? : :
= () Staging Site
\ﬂ Pukorokero Miranda

© Adrian Riegen
3:36 AM - Sep 17, 2022 - Twitter for iPad

How does a bird find its way from Alaska to New Zealand
over 7,000 miles of featureless ocean without a GPS unit? A
good question for which we don’t yet have an answer but it
is truly something to marvel at. Bird migration in general is
to be marvelled at, but Bar-tailed godwits really set our
head to spinning! Each fall, tens of thousands of these birds
set off from the mud flats of southern Alaska to fly non-stop
more than 7,000 miles to the beaches of New Zealand and
eastern Australia.. They flap their wings continuously for 8
to 10 days and nights without stopping to eat, drink or rest.
This is the longest non-stop migration of a land bird in the
world. Godwit number 4BBRW carries a tracker that allows
researchers to know its location to within a few metres and
also its altitude and its wing beat frequency! In 2021 it en-
countered inclement weather and ended up flying more
than 8,000 miles to a more distant landing in Australia be-
fore heading to NZ. He had flapped his wings for 237 hours
without stopping. Try flapping your arms for 23.7 minutes!

This information comes from an article in the NY Times
which itself is a summary of aresearch paper in Ornitholo-
gy, vol. 139, issue 2, April 2022. Thanks to Brian Horejsi for
bringing the map to my attention.

Bob Handfield

Garnet Fire interpretive centre, summer 2002. One of SONC’s
projects, coordinated by Helen Poncelet. Photo by John Taylor

The City of Penticton celebrated its Centennial in 2008. Our
Club commissioned an interpretative sign entitled Birds of the
Okanagan Waterfront and gifted it to the City in celebration
of its Centennial. The sign is located in Marina Way Park
across from the Art Gallery. The sign was such a hit that the
Hooded Merganser Restaurant paid for an additional copy to
be installed at the front of the restaurant. With some chang-
es a similar sign was installed on the Penticton Golf course
and it also served as a template for a similar sign in Ok Falls
on the KVR trail.
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www.southokanagannature.com

If you haven’t checked out our Club’s website recently, you should do so. Our site has all the latest information on
monthly meetings, etc. Glenda has been working on changing the photographs, both on the home page and in the
photography section. She is always looking for new photos so why not send her a few of your Okanagan Valley na-
ture photos and let other Club members have a look at your work.

Commitment
to conservation
comes naturally

B Penticton naturalist to receive honorary
degree from Okanagan University College

By DAVE DUNCAN
Penticton Herald

ne can easily pardon the pun

made by Steve Cannings when

he says his family is just doing
what comes naturally.

Cannings, 85, along with sons
Robert, Richard and Sydney and
daughter, Bette, are all avid natural-
Ists. The same was true of his late
wife, Jean,

A longtime Penticton resident
known for his commitment to nature
preservation, Cannings will be
among four Okanagan residents re-
celving honorary degrees from
Okanagan University College June
12, He'll accept a doctor of technology
degree,

“This was a pretty small town when
I wag o kid, In five minutes you could

Penticton-born senior. “Every week
we’d be off fishing or hiking.”

Canning’s mother, Harriet, had a
keen interest in nature.

“They (she and husband, Walter)
were great on cycling and rambling,
as they called it, in England,” he said.

In 1940, a cousin whom Cannings
had visited in England got him inter-
ested in birding, a passion he and oth-
er family members share almost 60
years later.

Cannings trained as a flight engi-
neer in the Royal Canadian Air Force
and became an industrial arts teacher
before being offered a job as a techni-
cian in plant pathology at
Summerland Research Station in 1947.

“I really didn't have any particular
training in that. I learned on the job.”

A great break occurred in about

1954, when Cannings landed the job of

DAVE DUNCAN/Penticion Herald
born Steve C: gs has been enjoying the nature of the Okanagan

Valley since childhood The respected naturalist will be presemed with an hon-
orary doctor of technology degree from O y College June 12.

His photography skills soon result- tions and Reader’.s Digest and
ed in Cannings taking pictures for a Cannings also produced some nature
botany unit travelling to the research ~ movies for Klahanie, a CBC-TV pro-
station from Ottawa. duction.

“We took trips to the Cathedrals Cannings is still active with the

and Brent Mountain. I got very keen
on botany and my late wife was very
interested in it as well.”

His photographs have appeared in

South Okanagan Naturalists club,

“I go out birding and I'm still inter-
ested in nature photography. I've
been contributing to Gardens West

hike out into the woods,” said the research station photographer. National Audubon Society publica- magazine,”
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One of the Club’s founders is recognized by Okanagan College. Penticton Herald 1999

Membership Application / Renewal Form

Mail form to SONC, 193 Westview Drive, Penticton BC V2A 7W1

Individual.................. $32 per year Family cooveveeceeennee. $43 per year
Date:..ceee e
Name(s): Phone:

Mailing Address:

Email address:

Do you wish to receive The Honker by email?

The membership year is Sept. to August; if joining after February 1st please contact the membership secretary first.
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